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led, “In évery work there is fomething wanting of complete per- 

ler, fection, and one is preferable to unother in proportion as it: hay 

tewer deficiencies,’’ 
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ing Art. I. An Account of the Life and Writings of James 

part Beattie, LL.D. tate Profeffor of Moral Philofophy and Logic 

heit in the Marifchal College and Univerfity of Aberdeen. In- 

bly cluding many of bis Original Letters. By Sir William Forbes, 
of Pitfligo, Bart. one of the Executors of Dr. Beattie. 2 

in vols. 4to. 2h 12s. 6d. 840. pp. Longman, > &c, 
1806. . 

fon, Tt is with much pleafure we introduce our readers to a 
work, which forms a very important addition to the lite- 

ace rary hiltory of the laft half-century. “The writings of Dr. 

ety Beattie amply deferve the’ monument here raifed to his fame 

ely by Sir William Forbes, a gentleman, whofe private charaéter, 

has we underftand, affords a pledge tor the foundnefs of his prin- 

ct, Ciples, as well as for the fidelity with which he has executed the 

So. truft repofed in him, The bold ftand which Dr. Beattie made 


againft the progrefs of {cepticifm, at a time when it feemed 

to proceed without any impediment, deferved what he res 

= ceived, the munificent patronage of his Sovereign, and the 
efteém and veneration of every fupporter of religion and 

morality. That his efforts in the caule of truth were _ 
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has been repeatedly acknowledged by the moft diftinguifhed 
characters who flourifhed in his day; but a more decided 
proof, that thefe efforts were*not only able but effettual, is 
afforded in the-rancour with which he was treated by the 
friends of Mr. Hume; who, to this day, cannot forgive the 
contempt brought on their favourite fophiftry, nor hear the 
name of Beattie mentioned without accompanying it with 
one of thofe epithets which poorly conceal the pis Pel a 
of defeat. Of fuch a champion for Chriftianity, it is furely 
defirable to know all that can be known; and we are here 
gratified, not only by fuch memoirs of Dr. Beattie as are 
interefting and fatisfactory, but with fuch valuable additions 
to the literary hiftory and characters of his contemporaries, 
as ought not to be received without ample acknowledge- 
ment. 

The plan adopted by Sir William Forbes is that of Mafon 
in his Life of Gray, and of Hayley in his Life of Cowper, 
confifting of an alternation of biographical detail, and of cor- 
re{pondence. This plan we have ever thought judicious, 
and to us therefore lefs apology feems canal than Sir 
W. F. has thought proper to offer tor the introduétion of 
epiftolary sendpiniiens, * not originally intended for the 
prefs.” The propriety of printing fuch letters will not 
admit of a difpute, if the quthion be fairly ftated, and if the 
tafk be etal in judicious hands. The praétice is neither 
univerfally right, nor univerfally wrong. All depends 
upon the judgment employed in the feleétion ; and if that be 
made in {uch a manner, as neither to injure the feelings of 
the living, nor difgrace the memory of the dead, the public 
is benefited, and the writers are honoured. We may ob- 
ferve, however, that while Sir W. appeals to the authority of 
Mafon and Hayley, he is lefs correét in referring to that of 
the editor of Lord Orford’s Works. The letters in his 
lord{hip’s volumes, we know, were e000 and very care- 
fully prepared, by his lordfhip for the prefs. What has be- 
come of the originals we know not, but we have feen enough 
of his unpublifhed correfpondence to convince us that . 
had more ways of writing than one. 

As it is our objet rather to exemplify the valuable con- 
tents of thefe volumes, than to anticipate the pleafure which 
our readers will find in the perufal of them in conneétion, 
we fhall pafs over contelile the incidents of Dr. Beattie’s 
early life, which in him, as in moft men of literary fame, are 
not very interefling. It appears that he ftruggled with con- 
fiderable difficulties, owing to the narrow circumftances of 
his family, but that he very early drew the attention of a /ocal 

2 public 


hed 
ied 
13 
he 
he 
he 
ith 
ele 
‘ly 


ire 
ns 


“Ts 8 


~~ -_— = a ae ao 








Sir William Forbes’ Life of Dr. Beattie. 107 


public by his poetical attempts. As foon as he commenced 
his academical courfe, (at Aberdeen) he became noted for 
uncommon proficiency. In his 28d year he was chofen one 
of the ufhers of the Grammar-fehool of Aberdeen, and, 
humble as this appointment was for a man of his talents and 
acquired knowledge, it ferved to bring him into a fociety, 
where his merits could be more duly appreciated, and where 
he had the opportunity of cultivating the friendfhip of per- 
fons of tafte and learning. 

Such was the fame he acquired here, that, a vacancy hap- 
pening in the Marifchal College, he was appointed Profeflor 
of Moral Philofophy, and began in 1760-1 (in his 25th 
year)to deliver a courfe of le&tures, which he continued to im- 
prove by gradual ftudy, till he brought them tothat perfeétion, 
of which fome idea may be formed from the publication of 
the compendium of them, entitled ‘*‘ Elements of Moral 
Science.”’ His literary affociates, at this time, were princi- 
pally Drs. Gerard, Campbell, Reid, and Gregory, men, 
whofe attainments are too well known to require recapitulas 
tion here. In 1760 he publifhed his firft colle€tion of 
Poems, under the title of Original Poems and Tranfla- 
tions.”’ This volume was very favourably received by the 
public, but the author did not, upon mature confideration, 
join in the praifes it received, and fupprefled the greater 
number of pieces in his fubfequent editions. In 1765, he 
publifhed his ‘* Judgment of Paris,’’ which, after a fecond 
edition, he alfo thought proper to fupprefs. Inftances of an 
author fuppreffing what is in its fair progrefs towards popu- 
larity, are furely rare, but whether from timidity, or juft 
tafte, Dr. Beattie was both rigidly fevere in criticifing, and 
peremptory in fuppreffing his early poetical produétions.— 
The “ Verfes on ‘the Death of Churchill” appeared foon 
after, with the author’s name, and, we are told, hada rapid 
fale, and the author was partial to them. Of this poem, 
however, we have never hte a copy, nor can we find an 
notice of it in the literary journals of the time. Sir W. F. 
promifes it in his Appendix, but when we refer to that, he 
appears to have changed or forgotten his intention. 

We now advance to what may be confidered as the moft 
interefting part of this work, that in which we are prefented 
with the correfpondence of Dr. Beattie and his friends, on 
the fubje&t of his celebrated ‘* Effay on Truth,” his firit 
thoughts, his original defign, the neceflity there was for fuch 
an attempt, and the encouragement and difcouragement he 
met with inaccomplifhing his purpofe. With refpeét to his 
views, they aie explained, in a letter to Dr. Blacklock, at 
H2 confiderable 
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confiderable length, but in a manner which unfolds the 
charadter of the writer fo plainly, -that we fhall make no apo- 


logy tor extraciing ome part of it. 


Perhaps you are anxious to know what firft induced me to 
write on — fubjeét ; [ wiil tell you as briefly as I can. In 
my younger days I read chiefly for the fake of amufement, and 
} found mvyf if beft amufed with the claflics, ‘and what we call 
the belles letires. Metaphytics I difliked ; mathematics pleafed 
me better; but I found my mind neither improved nor gratified 
by that itudy. When Providence allotted me my prefent ftation, 
it became incumbent on me to read what had been written on 
the fubject of morals and human nature: the works of Locke, 
berkeley, and Ilume, were celebrated as mafterpieces in this 
way; to them, therefore, 1 had recourfe. But as 1 began to 
ftudy them with great prejudices in their favour, you will 
readily conceive how ftrangely I was furprifed to find them, as 
I thought, replete with abfurditics: 1 pondered thefe abfurdi. 
ties; 1 Weighed the arguments, with which I was fometimes 
not a little erty ed, and the refult was, that I began at lat 
to fufpect my own unde ritanding, and to think that had not 
capacity for fa cha ttudy. For } could not conceive it poflible 
that the abfurdities of thefe authors were fo great as they feemed 
rome to be; otherwife, thought I, the world wouid never ad- 
mire them fo much. About this — ‘fom excellent antif. 
ceptical worl.s made their appearance, particularly Reid’s * In. 
quiry into the Human Mind.’ ‘Lhen it was that I began to 
have a little more confidence int my Ow n judg ment, when I found 
it contirmed by thate of whofe abilities 1 did not entertain the 
leat dittrult, I reviewed my authors again, with a very dit- 
ferent temper of mind. A very little truth will fometimes en 
lighten a yait extent of feience. I found that the {ceptical phi- 
lofophy not what the world imagined it to be, nor what I, 
ve opinton ot the world, had hitherto imagined it te 
be, but a frivolous, though dangerous, fyftem of verbal fubtilty, 
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neither genius, nor learning, nor tafte, nor 
knowledge of man'sind, to be able to put together ; but only a 
captious TGanper, ai irtcligious {pirit, a moderate command of 
words, and an extraordinary degree of vanity and prefumption. 
You will eatily perceive that L am {peak ng i this ph ilofophy 
only in its ill extravagant ftate, that is, as it appears in the 
works of Mr. Flume. ‘Vhe more I ftudy “ty the more am I 
confirmed in this opinion. But while I applauded and admired 
the fagecity of thofe who had led mec into, or at leaft encou. 
taged me to proceed in, this train of thinking, I was not alto- 
gether facistied with them in another refpe&. 1 could not approve 
that extraordinary adulation which fome of them paid to their 
atcheadverfary. I could not conceive the propriety of paying 
compliments toa man’s fears, at the very time oge is prov 8 
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that his atm is to fubvert the principles of truth. virtue, and 
religion 3 nor to his underfta "ing, when Wwe are charg ging him 
with publifhing the groffeft and mott contemptible nonenke. ] 
thought I then forelaw, what I have fince found to happen, that 
this controverly would be looked upon rather as a trial of {kill 
between two logicians, than-as a difquifition in which the bet 
intereits of mankind were concerned ; and that the world, ef 

cially the fafhionable part of it, would till be difpofed to pay 
the greateft deference to the opinions of him who, even by the 
acknowledgment of his antagonifts, was confeffed to be the beft 
philofopher and the foundeit reafoner. All this has happened, 
and more. Some, to my certain rte ledge, have faid, that 
Mr. Hume and his adverfaries did really a¢t in concert, an Order 
nutually to promote the fale of one another’s works; as a proof 
of which they mention not only the extravagant adi yiments 
that pafs between them, but alfo the cireumftance of br. R.* 
and Dr. C.t fending their ima: wulcript s to be perufed and cor. 
rected by Mr. Hume before they gave them to the prefs, I, 
who know both the men, atm very fenfibl ‘of the grofs falfehood 
of thefe reports. As to the affair of the manufcripts, it was, I 
am convinced, candour and modetty that induced them to it, 
But the world knows no fuch thing ; and, therefore, may be 
excufed for real the meaning of athens that have really an 
» I know likewife that they are fincere, 


equivocal appear: 

not only in the dei eftation th y exprefs of Mr. Hume’s irréligious 
tenets, but alfo in the « complime nts the \ hha * pai id to his talents ; : 
er they both look upon him as an exiraora ‘nary genlus, a point 
in which I cannoc agree with them. But while I thus vindicate 
hem from in| atauious, bh pe the world from its ignorance of 
circumfancys has laid to their charge, I cannot approve them in 


h. 
every thing; I wilh ihey had camtied thetr refearches a litele far. 


ther, and expreffed themfelves with a little more firmnefs and 
fpiric. For well If know, that their works, for want of this, 
will never produce that effet which (1f all mankind were cool 
mactaphy fical reafoners) might, be expected from them, There is 
another thing in which my judgment differs confiderably from 
that of the gentlemen eae menuonel. ‘They haye great meta- 
phyfical abilities ; and che) tees ‘the m taphyfical fctences. I] 
donot.’ Iam éonvineed that this a taphy fical fpirit is the bane 
OF true learning, truce taite, and true tcrence : that ta it we owe 
all this modern fcepticifm and atheifi , that it has a bad ettect 
upon the humai facultiés, “dnd tends not a little to four the tem. 
per, to fubvert good principles, anid to difqual: ty men for the 
bufinefs of lite. You will pow fee wherein my views differ from 
thofe of the other anfweéercrs-of Mr. Hume. 1 want to fhow the 


world, that the feeptical philofophy 1s contradictory to icfelt, 
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and deftructive of genuine philofophy, as well as of religion and 
virtue ; that it is in its own nature fo paltry a thing, (however 
it may have been celebrated by fome) that to be defpifed it needs 
only to be known ; that no degree of genius is neceflary to qua- 
lify a man for making a figure in this pretended fcience ; but 
rather a certain minutenefs and fufpicioufnefs of mind, and want 
of fenfibility, the very reverfe of true intellectual! excellence ; 
that metaphyfics cannot poffibly do any good, but may do, and 
actually have done, much harm; that fceptical philofophers, 
whatever they may pretend, are the corrupters of fcience, the 
pefts of fociety, and the enemies of mankind. I want to ihow, 
that the fame method of reafoning which thefe people have adopt. 
ed in their books, if transferred into common life, would fhow 
them to be deftitute of common fenfe ; that true philofophers 
follow a different method of reafoning ; and that, without fol- 
lowing a different method, no truth can be difcovered. I want 
to lay before the public, in as ftrong a light as poffible, the fol- 
lowing dilemma: our fceptics either believe the doctrines they 
publifh, or they do not believe them ; if they believe them, they 
are fools—--if not, they are a thoufand times worfe. I want alfo 
to fortify the mind againft this f{ceptical poifon, and to propofe 
certain criteria of moral truth, by which fome of the moft dan. 
gerous {ceptical errors may be detected and guarded againtt. 

*€ You are fenfible, that, in order to attain thefe ends, it is 
abfolutely neceffary for me to ufe great plainnefs of fpeech. My 
expreffions muft not be fo tame as to feem to imply either a diffi- 
dence in my principles, or a coldnefs towards the caufe I have 
undertaken to defend. And where is the man who can blame me 
for {peaking from the heart, and therefore fpeaking with warmth, 
when L appear in the caufe of truth, religion, virtue, and man- 
kind ? I am fure, my dear friend Dr. Blacklock will not ; he, who 
has fet before me fo many examples of this laudable ardour ; he, 
whofe ftyle I thould be proud to take for my model, if I were 
not aware of the difficulty, I may fay the infuperable difficulty, 
of imitating it with fuccefs. You need not fear, however, that 
I expofe myfelf by an excefs of paffion or petulance. I hope I 
fhall be anumated, without lofing my temper, and keen, without 
injury to good manners. Ina word, I will be as foft and deli- 
cate as the fubject and my conicience will allow, One gentle- 
man, a friend of yours*, I fhall have occafion to treat with 
much 





* «* The gentleman here alluded to by Dr. Beattie, as a friend 
of Dr. Blacklock’s, was Mr. Hume, who had patronifed Dr. 
Blacklock at anearlv period, and done him feveral aéts of kind- 
nets, which Dr. Blacklock never failed to acknowledge. But 
at intercourfe between Mr. Hume and him had ceafed (through 
no fault on the part of Dr, Blacklock) many years before the 
period 
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much freedom. I have heard of his virtues. I know he has 
many virtues; God forbid I fhould ever feek to leffen them, or 
with them to be found infincere ; I hope they are fincere, and 
that they will increafe in number and merit every day. To his 
virtues 1 fhall do juftice ; but I muft alfo do juftice to his faults, 
at leaft to thofe faults which are public, and which, for the fake 
of truth and of mankind, ought not to be concealed or difguifed. 
Perfonal reflections will be carefully avoided ; I hope I am in no 
danger of falling into them, for | bear no perfonal animofity 
againit any man whatfoever ; fometimes I may perhaps be keen ; 
but I truft I fhall never depart from the Chriftian and philofo- 
phic character. * 

‘© A fcheme like this of mine cannot be popular, far lefs can 
it be lucrative. It will raife me enemies, it will expofe me to 
the fcrutiny of the moft rigid criticifm, it will make me be con. 
fidered by many as a fullen and illiberal bigot. I truft, how. 
ever, in Providence, and in the goodnefs of my caufe, that my 
attempts in behalf of truth fhall not be altogether ineffeCtual, and 
that my labours fhall be attended with fome utility to my fellow. 
creatures, ‘This, in my eftimation, will do much more than 
counterbalance all the inconveniences I have any reafon to ap. 
prehend., I have already fallen on evil tongues (as Milton fays), 
on account of this intended publication. It has been reported, 
that I had written a moft fcurrilows paper againft Mr. Hume, and 
was preparing to publifh it, when a friend of mine interpofed, 
and, with very great difficulty, prevailed on me to fupprefs it, 
becaufe he knew it would hurt or ruin my charaéter. Such is the 
treatment I have to expect from one fet of people. I was fo pro- 
voked when I firft heard this calumny, that I deliberated whether 
I fhould not throw my papers intothe fire, with a Si populus vale 
decipi, decipiatur: but 1 rejetted that thought , for fo many per- 
fons have told me, that it was my d#ty to publifh thefe papers, 
that I almoft began to think fo myfelf. Many have urged me to 
publifh them; none ever difluaded me. The gentleman, named 
in the report, read the efflay, and returned it with the higheft 
commendations ; but I do not recollect that he ever fpoke a fyl- 
lable about publifhing or fupprefling it. But I have certainly 
tired you with fo long a detail, about fo trifling a matter as my 
works. However, I thought it neceflary to fay fomething by 
way of apology for them, for I find that your good apinion is of 
too much confequence to my peace, to fuffer me to neglect any 
opportunity of culiivating it.”’ P. 130, 


aS co silat Bncetm, 





period here fpoken of. In confequence of what Dr. Beattie favs 
here, of Mr. Hume’s being a friend of Dr. Blacklock’s, I find 
among Dr. Beattie’s papers a long letter to im from Dr, Black. 
lock, giving a detail of the whole of the intercourfe between hin 
aml Mr, Hame, from its commencement to its clofe.** 
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. The “ Effay” being prepared, many difficulties occurred’ 
in procuring it to be publifhed. The bookfellers (times are 
happily altered) were afraid to venture on the purchafe! Sir 
W. F. therefore, and Mr. Arbuthnot, {a learned and arniable 
friend) undertook the tmhanagement of what required fome 
pardonable artifice, which is thus.explained. . 


*€ In this dilemma it occurred to mé, “ Sir W. F.,’’ that we 
might, without much artifice, bring the bufinefs to an eafy con. 
clufion by our own interpofition. We therefore refolved, that 
we ourfelves fhould be the purchafers, at afum with which 
we knew Dr. Beattie would be well fatisfied, as: the price of 
the firft edition. But it was abfolutely neceffary that the bufi- 
nefs fhould be gloffed over as much as poflible; otherwife, we 
had reafon to fear he would not give his confent to our taking on 
us a rifk, which he himfelf had refufed to run. 

‘* J therefore wrote to him (nothing furely but the trath, al. 
though, I confefs, not the whole truth), thac the manufcript 
was iold for fifty guineas, which [ remitted to him by a bank- 
bill; and I.added, that we had ftipulated with the bookfeller ’ 
who was to print the book, that we fhould be partners in the 
publication. Qn fuch trivial caufes do things of confiderable 
moment often depend. For had it not been for this inierference 
of ours, in this fomewhat ambiguous manner, perhaps the “ F flay 
on Truth,’’ on which all Dr. Beattie’s future fortunes hinged, 
might never have feen the light. It-alfo ftrongly marks the 
flender opinion entertained by the bookfellers at that period, of 


the value of a work which has fince rifen into fuch well-merited 
celebrity.”’  P. 147. 


What renders this negociation all of 3 piece, asto the “ flen- 
der opinion,” is, that Dr. Beattie immedistely feut a grate- 
ful letter to his friends, in which he fays, that ** the price 
really exceeds his warmeft ex peétations!”” 

In oan 1770 this Effay was publifhed, Of Hume, thus 
powerfully attacked by a young man, comparatively of 
no celebrity, Sir W. F. fpeaks with candour, and yet with 
firmnefs, as a man who “at an early period of his life, am, 
bibed’ the principics of a cold-hearted and, gloomy philo- 
fophy, the dire&t tendency of which was to diilraét the mind 
with doubts, on fubjects the moft ferious and important, and, 
in faét, to undermine the bet intérefts, and diflolve the 
Rtrongeft ties of human fociety."-—No. fooner did the “ Efiay .. 
of Truth” make its appearance, \han it was affailed by the 
admirers of Hume, (unfortunately a very numerous body in 
his own country) as a violeat and perfonal attack-on that 
writer, The correfpondence which occurs ig this part of 
Wea. thel¢ 
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thefe memoirs, gives a curions account of the various me- 
thods they employed, and which will be thought-very little 
to the credit of their yee a a Mr. Huime’s own objec. 
tion is thus mentioned in a letter from Dr. Beattie to Dr. 


Blacklock. 


«¢ T have heard; from very good authority, that he fpeaks of 
me and my book with very great bitternefy (Lown, I thought 
he would rather have affe¢ted to treat both with contempt) ; and 
that he fays, Ihave not ufed him like a gentleman. He ts quite 
right to fet the matter upon that fooring. It is an odious 
charge ; it is an objection eafily remembered, and, for that rea- 
fén, will be often repeated, by his admirers ; and it has this far- 
ther advantage, that being-{in the prefent cafe) perfectly unin= 
telligible, it cannot poflibly be anfwered. The truch is, I, as 
a raticnal, moral, and immortal being, and fomething of a phi. 
lofopher, treated him as a rational, moral, and immortal being, 
a fceptic, and an atheiftical writer. _ My defign was, not to 
make a book full of fathionable ‘phrafes and polite expreffions, 
but to undeceive the public in regard to the merits of the fcepti-_ 
cal philofophy, and the pretenfions of its abettors. To fay,.that 
] ought not to have done this with plainnefs and fpirit, is to fay, 
in other words, that I ought either to have held my peace, or to 
have been a knave. In this cafe, I might perhaps have treated 
Mr. Hume as a gentleman, but I thoald not have treated fociety, © 
and my owm confcience, as became a man anda Chriftian. 1 
have all along forefecn, and itill forefee, that I fhall have many. 
reproaches, and cavils, and f{neers, toencounter on this occefion ; 
but I am prepared to meet them. I am not afhamed of my 
caufe ; and, it Imay believe thofe whofe good opinion I value 
as one of the chief bleflings of life; I need not be afhamed of my 
work. You are certainly right in your conjecture, that it will 
not have a quick fule. Notwithftanding ali my endeavours to 
render it pein and entertaining, it is fill neceflury for the 
perfon who reads it to thivk a little; a taik to which every reader , 
will not fubmit. .My fubje¢t.too is unpopular, and my prinei-— 
ples fach as a man of the world would blath to acknowledge. , 
How then can my book be popular! If ir refand the expence of | 
its publication, it will do as much as any perfon, who knows 
the prefent ftate of the literary wor!d, can reafinably expeét ' 
trom it.”?) Pl a7i. 

. 

In a letter from Dr, Gregory to Dr. Beattie, we have the 

following animated fentiments on the {ame fubje&: 


** In fhort, the fpirit and warmth with which it is wri'ten, 


has got it more friehds and more enemies’ ‘han if it had been 
written with that polite and humble deference to Mr. Hurie’s 
extraordinary abilities, which his friends think fo juftly his 

: due. 
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due. For my own part, I am fo warm, not to fay angry, about 
this fubject, that 1 carmot entirely truft my own judgment ; but 
{ really think, that the tone of foperiosity affarned by the pre. 
fent race of infidels, and the contemptuous {neer with which they 
regard every friend of religion, contrafted with the timid beha- 
viour of fuch as fhould fupport its caufe, acting only on the de. 
fenfive, feems to me to have a very unfavourable influence. It 
fgems to imply a confcioufnefs of truth on the one fide, and a 
fecret conviction, or at leaft diffidence of the caufe, on the other. 
What a difference from the days of Addifon, Arbuthnot, Swift, 
Pope, &c. who treated infidelity with a fcorn and indignation 
we are now ftrangers to. Iam now perfuaded the book will an- 
fwer beyond your expectations. I have recommended it ftrongly 
to my friends in England.’’ P. 174. 


In that country, indeed, he was amply repaid for the ne- 
leét or oppofition of the friends of Hume. In 1771, a 
fecond edition, corre€ted and improved, was publifhed, to 
which he added a poftfcript in defence of the manner he had 
Pi ag in confuting the fceptical writers. But this poft- 
feript he previouily thought fit to fubmit to the judgment of 


his friends, Sir W.F., Dr. Gregory, and Mr. Arbuthnot, | 


who remarked, that ‘‘ the warmth of his zeal in the caufe of 
truth, and his defire to vindicate himfelf from fome attacks 
which been made upon him, as he conceived moft unjuitly, 
had led him to exprefs himfelf, in fome inftances, with a 
degree of acrimony which they thought had better be cor- 
rected. And they did not {cruple to ftate to him their fen- 
timents on this head, with the freedom which friendfhip 
permitted, and which the truft he had done them the ho- 
nour to repofe in them, fully demanded. A letter from 
Dr. Beattie, which follows this, fhows that fuch freedom 
will never be taken amifs by a really liberal mind. He re- 
ceived their obfervations with thanks, and complied with 
their wilhes in every refpect, 

Soon aiter the publication of the fecond edition of the 
* Effay on Truth,” Dr. Beattie produced the firft Canto of 
“The Minftrel,”” a poem fo univerfally known and ade 
mired, that we think, withthe biographer, ** it is fearcel 
neceflary to fay any thing farther in its commendation.” 
The correfpondence on this fubjeét, wowever, with Lerd 
Lyttelton, oT Montague, Mr. Gray, &c. will be found 
very interefling, and contains much found and el 
criicifm. In 1771, the author vifited London, where his 
fame as a philofopher, and now as a poet, having preceded 
him, his recepuon was highly flattering. He became, on 
this occafion, perfonally acquainted with Mrs. Manone, 
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Lord Lyttelton, Lord Mansfield, Dr. Johnfon, Dr. Hawkef- 
worth, Dr. Armftrong, &c. His fervices to the religious 
world foon after procured him what we know was often the 
boaft and folace of his life, the friendthip of the prefent 
Bithop of London; who is juftly charaéterifed in a letter 
from Dr. Percy (now Bifhop of Dromore) as “‘ one of the 
higheft ornaments of the church of England,” and a “ man 
of the moft engaging and amiable manners, and moft diftin- 
guifhed abilities,” The following fentiments in Dr. Por- 
teus’s firft letter to Dr. Beattie muft have been highly gra. 
tifying. ‘* Whatever unjaft afperfions may be thrown upon 
you by your own countrymen, let this be your confolution 
(if you need any) that in England your book has been re- 
ceived with univerfal applaufe. Inthe range of my ac- 
quaintance, which is pretty extenfive, both among the clergy 
and the laity, I have never yet met with a fingle parton of 
true tafte and found judgment, who did not {peak of your 
“ Effay”’ in the warmeft terms of approbation. In this they 
have always had my moft hearty concurrence, and 1 was 
glad of an-opportunity of giving fome public teflimony of 
my great efteem for your writings; as you will fee I have 
done in a note*, which very honeflly a my real fen- 
ments, and fays nothing more than is gue y your due.”’ 

In anfwer, Dr. Beattie obferves, ‘* I can never forget what 
I owe to the candour and humanity of the Englifh nation. 
To have obtained the approbation and patronage of thofe who 
have fo long been, and who will, I hope, continue tothe lateft 
ages to be, the patrons of truth, and the great affertors of 
the rights of mankind, is am honour indeed, of which I 
feel the high value. While animated by this confideration, 
I can overlook, and almoft forget, the oppofition I have met 
with from a powerful party in this country, who, fince the 
publication of the ‘* Effay on Truth,” have taken no little 


pains to render my condition as uneafy as poflible. In other: 


countries, infidels ap but as individuals; but in Scotland 
they form a party, whofe principle is, to difcountenance and 
bear down religion to the utmoft of their power.” 

Sir W. F. we obferve, refers from this paflage to a pre- 
ceding page, in which he feems to be of opinion, or rather 
wifbes to think, that ‘ the chara€ter of the age” is amended, 
as far as refpetts infidelity among men of parts in Scotland. 
We hope the cafe is fo, and fhould be unfeignedly forgo 





* Toa Sermon of Dr. Porteus, publifhed in 1772. Rev. 
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be unjuft to any clafs of men; yet very recent events, and 
fome perfonal kn wledge, sAicling us to think that the party 
who fupported Hume in defiance to revelation, may yet be 
traced ; and that their arrogance, when they find an opportu. 
nity of fhowing it, is: not much-diminifhed. It would be 
ftrange, indeed, if the.miferies brought on a neighbouring 
nation by its club of infidels, did not fuggelt fome portion 
ef temporizing caution, 

But ‘‘ empty praife” was not the only way in which Dr, 
Beattie’s Englith friends wifhed to gratily their,feelings. It 
appears that they confidered him as a fit fubjeét for advance- 
ment, and were only at firil perplexed to know in what way 
this could be brought about with moft chet, and at the fame 
time with mofidelicacy. Wefind, among ot! her fricndly efforts, 
a letter fromthe late Archbifhop of York, (Dr. Drummond) in 
which his Grace fuggefls to Dr. B. the p ropriety of entering 
the church of England, but this the Dodétor declined, for 
reafons afigned ina fubfeque: it part of his correfpondence. 
In 1773, he again vifited E ngland, in compliance with the 
w ithed of other friends, who meditated fome addition to his ii- 
come. This ended finally in a penfion from his M. yelly, 
the procefs of procuring which does honouir to. all pajtics, 
concerned. His friends, (of whom a numerous hit is ‘given 
ina note *) included fuch a number of perfons not only of 
rank and influence, but.of genius and perfonal worth, that. 
zt would have been wonderfpl indeed if. their efforts’tp ferve 
him had failed. The Univerfity of Oxford conferred upon 
him at the fame time the degree of LL.D. and, if addiuon 
to his many honours on thisc occalion, his Majelly was pleated 





* He could have been no ‘common charaéter who'engaged ‘the 
friendthip and enjoyed the intimacy of the perfons ‘here ineritioned. 
“© Mrs. Montague , Lord Lyttelton, the Archbifhoep: of York, 
the Earl of Dartmouth, Lord Manstield, the \Dachefs Dowager: 
of Portland, Sir William and Lady Mayne, (afterwards: Lord 
and Lady Newhaven) Lord Carysfort, Dr.. Porteus, Dr. Mark. 
ham, now Archbifhop of York; Dr. Percy, now Bifhop of 
Dromore; Dr. Mofs, Bifhop ef St. David's; the. Bithop of 
Briftol (Newron), Lord Dartry, .Dr, Parker, re¢tor of St. 
James’s, Dr. Halifax, profeflor of law at Cambridge ;_ the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury (Cornwallis), Dr. Moore, the late 
Archbifhop of Canterbury ; Dr. Douglas, Buhop of Saltibury ; 
Selvetter Douglas, now Lord Glenbervie ; Dr. Hurd, Bishop of- 
Worcefter ; Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Sir John Pringle, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Garrick, Dr. Johnfon, Mr. Langton, Mrs. Carter, « ‘Mr. 
John Hester, Dr. Majendie, Dr. Goldfmith, Mr. Hawkins 
Browne.”’ 
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to intimate that a private interview at Kew would be accept. 
able. OF this interefting event we have the tollowing ac- 
count from Dr. Beattie’s Diary. 


« Tuefday, 24th Auguf, fet out for Dr. Majendie’s at Kew. 
Green. The Doétor told me, that he had not feen the King 
yefterday, but had left a note in writing, to intimate, that I 
was to be at his houfe to-day ; and that one of the King’s pages 
had come to him this morning, to fay, * that his Maijefty 
would fee me alittle after twelve.’? At twelve, the Doctor 
aud I went to the King’s houfe, at Kew, We had been only a 
few minutes in the hall, when the King and Queen came in from 
an airing, and as they paffed through the hall, the King called to 
me by name, and, afked how long it was fince I came from town, 
I anfwered- him, about an hour. ‘ I fhall fee you,’’ fays he, 
‘ ina little.”* The Doétor and I waited a confiderable time, 
(for the King was bufy) and then we were calied into a large 
room, furnifhed as a library, where the King was walking about, 
and the Queen fitting ina chair. We were received in the moft 
gracious manner. poilible, by both their Majetties. ; I had the 
honour of a converfation with them, (nobody elfe being prefent, 
but Dr. Majeudie) for upwards of an hour, on a great variety of 
topics, in which both the King and Queen joined, with a degree 
of cheerfulnefs, affability, and eafe, that was to_ me furprifing, 
and foon diflipated the embarraflment which I felt, at the begin- 
ning of the conference. ‘They both complimented me, in the 
higheft terms, on my. ‘€ Bilay,’’ which, they ‘ud, was a book 
they always kept by them ; and the King faid he had one copy of* 
it at Kew, and another in town, and immediately went and took’ 
it down from a fhelf. J found it was the fecond edition. << [ 
never ftole a book but one,”’ faid his Majeity, ** and that was 
yours; ({peaking to me) I ftole it from the Queen, to give it to 
Lord Hertford to read.’’ He had heard that the fale of ** Hume’s 
hifays’? had failed, fince my- book was publithed; and I told 
him what Mr. Strahan had told me, in regard to that matter, 
He had evea heard of my being in Edinburgh, laf fummer, and 
how Mr. Hume was offended onthe fcore of my book. He atked 
many quefions about) the fecend part of the ‘* Effay,’’ and when 
it would be ready for the prefs.» I gave him, in a thort fpecch, 
an account of the plan of it; and»faid, my health was fo pre. 
carious, J could not tell when it might be ready, as I had many 
books to .confult before I could finith it; but, thar if my health 
were good, J thought I might es it to a conclution in two or 
thre: years. » He afked, how long I had been in compofing my 
“* Effay 2’’. praifed the caution with which it was written; and 
faid, he did not wonder that it had employed me five or fix years. 
He afked about my. poems. I faid, there was only one poem of 
my owa, on which I fet any value, (tueaning the * anne : 
an 
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and that it was firft publifhed about the fame time with the 
«« Effay.”” My other poems, I faid, were incorrect, being but 
juvenile pieces, and of little cenfequence, even in my own opi. 
nion. We had much converfation on moral fubjects ; from which 
both their Majetties let it appear, that they were warm friends 
to Chriftianity ; and fo little inclined to infidelity, that they 
could hardly believe that any thinking man could really be an 
atheift, unlefs he could bring himfelf to believe, that he made 
himfelf ; a thought which pleafed the King exceedingly ; and he 
ecpeated it feveral times to the Queen. He afked, whether any 
thing had been written againft me. 1 fpoke of the late pamph. 
let, of which I gave an account, telling him, that I never had 
met with any man who had read it, except one Quaker. This 
brought on fome'difcourfe about the Quakers, whofe modera. 
tion, and mild behaviour, the King and Queen commended. | 
was afked many queftions about the Scots univerfities, the reve. 
nues of the Scots clergy, their mode of praying and preaching, 
the ‘medical college of Edinburgh, Dr. Gregory, (of whom I 
gave 2 particular chara¢ter) and Dr. Cullen, the length of our 
vacation at Aberdeen, and the clofenefs of our attendance during 
the winter, the number of ftudents that attend my le€tures, my 
mode of letturing, whether from netes, or completely written 
lefures ; about Mr. Hume, and Dr. Robertfon, and Lord Kin- 
noull, and the Archbifhop of York, &c. &c. &c. His Majefty 
afked what I thought of my new acquaintance, Lord Dartmouth? 
{ faid, there was fomethiag in his air and manner, which I 
thought not only agreeable, but enchanting, and that he feemed 
to me to be one of the beft of men; a fentiment in which both 
their Majetties heartily joined. ‘* They fay that Lord Dart. 
mouth is an enthufiaft,’’ faid the King, ‘* but furely he fays 
nothing on the fubje¢t of religion, but what every chriftian may, 
and ought to fay.’’ He atked, whether I did not think 
Englifh language on the decline at prefent? I anfwered in-the 
affirmative ; and the King agreed, and mamed the ‘ Sped¢tator’’ 
as one of the beft ftandards of the language. When I told him 
that the Scots clergy fometimes. prayed a quarter, or even half 
an hour, at atime, he afked, whether that did not lead them 
into repetitions ? I faid, it often did. ‘* That,’ faid he, ‘I 
don’t like in prayers : and excellent as our liturgy is, I think it 
fomewhat faulty in that refpeét.’’ ‘* Your Majefty knows,"’ 
faid I, ‘* that three fervices are joined in one, in the ordinary 
church-fervice, which is one caufe of thofe repetitions.’’ “ True,’’ 
he replied, ‘* and that circumftance alfo makes the fervice too 
long.’’ From this, he took occafion to fpeak of the compofi- 
tion of the church-liturgy ; on which he very juftly beftowed 
the higheft commendation. ‘* Obférve,’’ bis Majefty faid, “‘ how 
flat thofe occafional prayers are, that are now » in com- 
parifon with the old ones." When I menti the —- 
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of the church livings in Scotland, he faid, ‘‘ he wondered how 
men of liberal education weuld chufe to become clergymen there,** 
and afked, ‘‘ whether in the remote parts of the country, the 
clergy, in general, were not very ignorant?’’ I anfwered, ‘* No, 
for that education was very p in Scotland, and that the 
clergy, in general, were men of good fenfe, and competent learn. 
ing.’ He afked, whether we had any good preachers at Aber- 
deen? I faid, yes, and named Campbell and Gerard, with whofe 
names, however, I did not find that he was acquainted. Dr. Ma. 
jendie mentioned Dr. Ofwald’s ‘‘ Appeal,’’ with commendation ; 
I praifed it too; and the Queen took down the name, with 2 
view to fend for it. I was afked, whether 1 knew Dr. Ofwald? 
I anfwered, 1 did not ; and faid, that my book was publithed 
before I read his; that Dr. O. was well known to Lord Kin. 
noull, whe had often propofed to make us acquainted. We 
difcuffed a great many other a ge for the converfation, as 
before obferved, lafted for upwards of an hour, without any in, 
termiflion. The po bore a large fhare init. Both the Kia 
and her Majefty fhowed a great deal of good fenfe, acutenefs, 
and knowledge, as well as of good nature and affability. Ar 
laft, the King took out his watch, (for it was now almof three 
o'clock, his hour of dinner) which Dr. Majendie and I took as 
a fignal to withdraw. We accordingly bowed to their Majefties, 
and I addrefled the King in thefe words: ‘* I hope, Sir, your 
Majefty will pardon me, if I take this opportunity to return 
you my humble and moft grateful acknowledgments, for the 
honour you have been pleafed to confer upon me.’’ He immedi. 
ately anfwered, ‘* I think I could do no lefs for a man, who 
has done fo much fervice to the caufe of Chriftianity.. I fhall 
always be glad of an opportunity to fhew the good opinion 2 
have of you.’’ The Queen fate all the while, and the King 
ftood, fometimes walking about a little. Her Majefty {peaks 
the Englifh language with furprifing elegance, and little or no- 
thing ef a foreign accent. There is fomething wonderfully ca 
tivating in her manner, fo that if fhe were only of the rank of a 
private gentlewoman, one could net help taking notice of her, 
as one of the moft agreeable women in the world. Her face is 
much more pleafing than any of her pictures ; and in the expreffion 
of her eyes, and in her fmile, there is fomething peculiarly en- 
gaging. When the Doétor and I came out, “ Pray,”’ faid I, 
** how did I behave? Tell me honeftly, for I-am not accuftom. 
¢d to converfations of this kind.’’ ‘* Why, perfectly well,’* 
anfwered he, ** and juft as yeu ought to do.’’—~-* Are you fure 
of that? faid 1.°—** As fure,’’ he replied, ‘‘ as of my own 
exiftence ; and you may be affured of it too, when I tell you, 
that if there had been any thing in your manner or converfation, 
which was not perfeéily agreeable, your conference would have 
been at an end, in eight or ten minutes at molt," The Dottor 
afterwards 
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afterwards told me, that it was a moft uncommon ‘thing fora 
private man, and a commoner, to be honoured with fo long an 
audience. I dined with Dr. and Mrs. Majendie, and their fa. 
mily, and returned to town in the evening, very much pleafed 
with the occurrences of the day *.’” P. 268. 


Soon after Dr. Beattie’s return to Scotland, the chair of 
moral philofophy in the Univerfity of Edinburgh was offered 
to him, and, no doubt, in a manner very flattering and honour. 
able, but this he thought proper to decline ; the reafons he 
afligns, in a letter to Sir W. F., appear to us fo obvious, that 
we ure rather furprifed they did not occur to the parties who 
made the offer. The letters, however, which paffed on this 
fubjeét, may be perufed with much advantage by thofe who 
happe nto be placed in a fimilar dilemma. It is not the leaft 
merit of the correfpondence in thefe volumes, that it moftly 
relates to affairs which ‘* come home to the bofoms and bufi- 
nefs’’ of literary men, and affords excellent inftances of moral 
propric ty In many fituations of life, and fuch illuftrations of 
the intimacies of enlightened and honourable minds as are 
feldom to be met w ith 3 in the common intercourfe of man- 


kind. 


| To be concluded in our next. | 





Arr. II. A ee of Mechanics, Theoretical, Praétical, 
and Defcriptiv By —_ us Gregory, of the Royal Mil:- 
tary Acad "my, W: nour 8vo. 2 volumes, with a Third 
Volume of Plates. ; ‘7 and 514, pp. - 55 Plates, 
Kearfley. 1806. 


N the preface this author juftly cenfures the opinion of 

thofe who imagine that a perfon may become a great profi- 
cient in philofophical fciences, and efpecially in the con- 
{truGiion of machinery, though he ts completely unacquaint- 
ed wih the prin ciples of mathematics: and to the pre- 
valence of this opinion, Mr. Gregory attributes the rapid 
decline of the mathematical fciences in Britain. He then 
thows, (atter the cxample given by the iluftrious Newton 
im the immortal work of the Prine: pia Mathematica, &c. 
and from other confiderations), that the great improvements 
wm the prattice of every fubjett, and elpecially in mechanics, 
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are to be expetted from the exertions, and the affiflanee of 
theoretical men. ‘ For fome years, be /ays, I have feen, 
(or thougl’ [have feen), and often regretted, that a for- 
bidding diftance and awkward jealouly feem to fubfitt 
between the theorifts and the praftical men engaged in the 
cultivation of mechanics in this country : and it is a defire 
to fhorten this diflance, and to eradicate this jealoufy, that 
has been a principal {timulant inthe execution of the follow. 
ing performance.” 

After this, he gives a fketch of his work, and affigns his 
reafons for the plan he has adopted. 

The firft volume of this work is devoted to the theory; 
the fecond, tothe pra€tical and defcriptive branches. Though 
thofe volumes are of the ottave fize; yet as the type is 
(mall, and the page full, they contain a vaft quantity of 
materials. The contents of the firfl volume, which is divi- 
ded inté five books, and each bock into chapters, are as 
tollows. 


“ Book 1. Statics. Introduftory definitions and remarks, 
1. Axioms or laws of motion and reft. 11. On ftatical equi- 
librium, and the compofition and refolution of forces. 111. Of 
the centre of gravity. tv. On the mechanical powers or fimple 
machines. v. On the ftrength and° ftrefs of materials. vs. On 
chords, arches, and dommes. 

“ Book 11. Dynamics. Introduétory definitions and re. 
marks. 1, On motion, uniform and variable. 11. On the de- 
fcent and afcent: of heavy bodies in vertical lines, the motion of 
projectiles, defcents along inclined planes and curves, the vibra- 
tions of pendulums, &c. tz. On central forces. sv. On the 
rotation of bodies about fixed axes, and in free fpace: with the- 
orems relative to the centres of ofcillation, gyration, percuffion, 
fpontaneous rotation, &c. Vv. Phyfico-muthematical theory of 
percufion. vi. On the motion of miachines, and their. maxi- 
mum effeéts, 

* Book 111. Hydroftatics. Introductory definitions and re- 
marks. «. On the preffure of non-elaftic fluids. 11. On the 
determination of the fpecific gravities of folid and fluid bodies. 
Extenfive table of fpecific gravities, 1i1- On the equilibrium, 
ftability, and ofcillations of floating bodies, 1v. On the phe. 
nomena of attraction in capillary tubes, 

_“ Book 1v. Hydrodinamics. IntroduStory obfervations. t. 
On the difcharge of fluids through apertures in the bottoms and 
hdes of veffels, and on {pouting fluids. 11. Account of experi- 
ments made by different philofophers on the difcharge of water 
through apertures and tubes, and the practical deductions’ from 
thofe experiments. 111. On the effect of water upon the motion 
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of water wheels. rv. Account of Mr. Smeaton’s experiments 
on water wheels. 

‘© Pook v. Pneumatics. Preliminary remarks on the mecha. 
nical properties of atmofpheric air. 1. Equilibrium of elaftic 
fluids. 11. On the admeafurement of altitudes with the baro. 
merer and thermometer. tr. Om the motion of air when the 
equilibrium of preffure is removed. rv. On the theory of air 
pumps, and pumps for raifing water. v. On the -refiftance of 
fluids to bodies moving in them. vz. Experiments on the re. 

fiftance of fluids. 


The preliminary definitions, with which the firft book 
cominences, are clearly flated, and are accompanied with 
very proper obfervations. The following is a fpecimen. 


Among other forces it has been cuftomary to fpeak of the 
wis inertia, or inert force of matter; applying the term to that 
property of bodies by which they tend to retain their prefent 
itate, or are indifferent to motion or ret. But while we admit 
that much of the language relating to powers, forces, actions, 
&c. is metaphorical, we muft object to fuch ufe of it in the pre- 
fent cafe; this property being imprope rly called a force: 1ft. 
Becaufe were it actually fach, it mutt be of fome definite quai 
tity in a given body, and therefore an imprefled force lefs than 
that would not move the body ; whereas any imprefied force, 
however fmall, will move any body however great. edly. Be- 
eaufe it feems to indicate an active power refident in matter; of 
rather, it implies an abfolute contradiction, namely, that a body 
fhould be both active and inactive at the fame time. It is de- 
firable, therefore, that enly the term inertia, or inertnefs, fhould 
be retained : for this term will imply, as it ought to do, that 
matter is a merely paflive thing.’’ 


. 


The firtt chapter contains the three well known Newtonian 
laws of motion and reft, which are bric{lv illuftrated. Thefe 
are with propriety placed immediately atter the definitions ; 
fince they are the axioms, or the fundamental princ ples, 
upon which the fubfe quent enquiries are almoft entirely de- 

endent. 

The fubje€t of the fecond chapter is, (after the ftatement ofa 
few neceflary propofitions relative to the equilibrium, com- 
polition and refolution of forces) fubdivided into four paris 
under the titles, 1. OF forces difpofed in one plane, and 
concurring in the fame point. 2. Of lorces directed to one 
point, but net confined to one pl. ne. 3. Of forces fituated 
in one plane, but applied to different points of a body. And 
4. Of forces not confined to one plane, directed to. various 
points of a body, 


Each 








ents 


cha. 
aftic 
aro. 

the 
f air 
e of 


ook 
with 


the 
that 
fent 
imit 
ons, 
pre- 

rit. 
lal. 
than 


Be- 
, OF 
ody 
de. 
suld 
that 


Nan 
iefe 
ns; 
les, 


de- 


ofa 
ym - 
aris 
and 
one 
ted 
Lod 


ous 


ach 


¢ 
t 





’ Gregory's Treatife of Mechanics. 123 


Each of thofe fubdivifions contains a feries of propofitions 
concerning its peculiar title. Thofe propofitions are illuf- 
trated and demonttrated by references to the diagrams in the 

lates of the 8d volume, 

In the third chapter, (on the centre of gravity) this author 
inveftigates fome general theorems, which may be ufeful 
in finding the centre of gravity of any propofed body; and 
after this he proceeds to demonftrate other propofitions be- 
longing to the fame fubjeti; fuch as to find the centres of 
gravity of different figures, of different folids, and fo forth. 
[n the fame chapter he alfo treats of what is called the Cen- 
trobarye method. His words are as follows. 


“ Among the feveral ufes to which the doftrine of the centre 
of gravity may be appropriated, one, which for its elegance and 
fimplicity deferves being mentioned here, is that which is called 
the Centrobarye method, and by which the magnitudes of fur. 
faces and folids may often be determined with great facility. 
The relation between the centre of gravity and the figure — 
rated by the revolution of any line or.plane, which is the foun- 
dation of this method, was firft diftinétly ftated by Pappus in the 
preface to his feventh book : but it was.not completely. difcuffed 
till the time of father Guldin ; who in the fecond and third books 
of his treatife on the centre of gravity, treated this method very 
fully, and exhibited its utility in a variety of examples, The 
doctrine is cémprifed in the following propofition, “a the corol. 
laries which naturally flow from it. 

“ Prop. If any line, right or curved, or any plane figure, 
whether it be bounded by right lines or curves, revolve about 
an axis in the plane’ of the figure, the furface or folid generated 
will be refpectively equal to the furface or folid whofe bafe is the 
given line or figure, and its height equal to the one defcribed by 
the centre of gravity of the faid generating dine or figure.’’ 


On account of its reference to a diagram, it is not in our 
power to add the demonftration of this curious propofition. — 

The fimple machines, or the mechanical powers, are-def- 
cribed in the fourth chapter, which contains the propofitions 
relative to the powers, the a€tions, and the different forms of 
thofe machines ; namely, of the lever, of the wheel and axle, 
ot the pulley, of the inchined plane, of the {crew, and of 
the wedge, 

_ The fitth chapter treats of the frength and ftrefs of mate. 
tials. ‘This fubje@t, which is of the utmoft confequence to 
the praétical branch of mechanics, is far from being eafily 
invelligated ; nor have the efforts of the greateft philofophers 
and mathematicians been able to form it into a theory fuffi- 
ciently accurate and fatisfattory. Indeed, whoever, for a 
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moment refie¢is on the heterorencous and vartable nature of 
wood, metals, ropes, and other materials that enter in the 
comttruétion of machines, will eaftly conceive, that the heff 
proximation to the true ftate of the matter in any particular 
e, mult be obtained from aétual experiments imflitured 
pon the materials themfelves. Acreeably to this obvious 
mark, Mr. Gregory preters Galileo's fimple theory ori¢i- 


illy land down in his dialogue “ On the caufe of the co 


’ } r? ' } . 
‘rence of folids,”” when aflifted by proper experiments 


refittance of folids might be fubietted to calcu. 
uppoted tirit, that bodies were compofed of folid 
me another; he then enquired what wa 


: .* . 
ret it Tre action ot y Tye? re) Yr rcniy ip +? r 


a 


mi try: nicl that 7? weg 


tibres: next, confiderine 


ndicolar to their lenoth, 
hbres, was proportional 

Im arn? ofa tever, whnien 18 alwavs at 
verrical dimentions ot a fold m rhe plane of 
rth of this arm ot lever was regulated, ac. 
by the pourion of the centreot gravity of rhe 
thers, by the cenrre of percuffion, 

ter of (sa ico’ hwnothetts contifts 

‘fibres 18 radecpendent of 


their rupture, 


CXAMimation OF tis 


1, OF any other materials 
iny Kind, the parts 

rent pieces m tne fa. 
nuvnituce, that the 


* -¢ “srr 
. -eeessi 5S 


i exPDeriments mace 
+ ot weod, and of 


cb liettmr LUC WOKS OF 


Ss ai Caords, arches, 
ne Deopeohtions 
HiuA Mids Cai CLLLUS is 
Micated LO adie Of 
PsA abiiract. 
a | t wi \S Wy names 
Mtyy * ee a! ‘ : LAA Le Le ad . as wei LS obpest 
aC OF act Oc) ie a" L lett Clit OF tak 
a iS Li bLinide GS wwatii < y Utada and 


ks AD 














Cverory’s 'Treatife of Mechanies. 139 


he fubje@ts of the fix chapters into which this book is 
ywided have been nrentioned in the table of conterite. 

(he firlt chapter contains tite propofitions which determine 

-he proportion of the times, ralocitic S, ipaces, and quantity’ 

+ matter, of bodies in motion whether umfort#’ or ‘acte- 
erated. 

The fecond fubdivifion of the fecond chapter treate of the? 

notion of proyeétiles; bit tlis ritricate lubsett is not exa- 

ined in its fulbextent by MreG. He only confiders’the 

otioty of proyettiles under the tinvyptett fuppofition, VIF. ae 
. they moved inv vaeno, and then adds a tew words on the 
: reat difference which exits between tins theory, and 

it of adtuabexperiments ; referring the reader for further 
-tormation to the works ef orheraurhors, fuch as Robine, 
uler, awed Huron. 
2 Ct the ortier parts of this and the ren: ning chapters of 
3 yis fecondehook. we muwonty obfere in seneral, that their 
. rious fubjetts are examined with futhcient roinutrenefs, the 
ropofirrens: are demonttrated with perfpieuity, and are ars 
weed with Fudicions regularity. Severaboremarks are like. 
ve introduced among thofe propofitions which greatly tend 
> vindtrate the theory. 

Hhiids are commoniv divided into elaftie and non-etatic » 

thofe ee h may be comprefled into’ a {malier (pace, 

id thefe whiel are eitherine apable of any firch c ompreffion, 
‘are, ato mow, compreth ble onbe nave xceedingly {lieht 
“Tree, [he dottrife of te preffure are? tiie equilibriam 
t the latter, usder the generat? ithe ot Hedrofttatics, former 
é fubrett of the third book of the prefent work, This 
ok is divided into four chapters, Lo + ‘hich feveral inftrac. 
ve remarks are prefixed. 

4 inthe firlt chaprer tiie nrefiure of -flaids 1s exanmnned, are 
4 propotaions re {netting it are demonitratert, both by thy 
webraical awd the ceomerrical mode ot rCaloning, 

ihe fecond chapter, which thaws how to determmenthe 
| reCiTC ravitres of bodies both hd and Hud, djefertbes 
@ ‘ule of the hydrottatecal balance, and otf the hedrometery 
erves the rules neceftary ‘for determing fhe fpeerfic cravis 
‘sof bodies; and contains a rather extenfive table of {pt 
fre pravitves. 

i chapter the third, the equilibrium, ability, and-ofcil- 
tion of floatemg bodtes, are naturally deduced trom: that 
hich has-been e exphained:3 inthe preceding part of the work. 

Che phenomena of the attrattion of fluids between: the 
tuo furtaces” of folids, which is vencrally known. 
igder the title of attraélion in capil: ary tubes, are cxamuned 
) ia 
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in the fourth chapter. Here, however, Mr. G. only relates 
the opinions of various philofophers, without attempting to 
propofe any new theory, capable of explaining thofe pheno. 
mena. In fhort, he leaves this enquiry, as he found it, ina 
very imperfeét ftate. 

In the fourth book, which treats of the motion of non. 
elaftic fluids, and the forces with which they a& upon bodies, 
this author, fenfible of the difhculty of reconciling the refult 
of experiments, with the theory of this fubjett, which is’ 
denominated hydrodynamics, gives in the firlt chapter the 
theory in a regular feries of propofitions, and then colleéts 
in the fecond chapter the accounts of experiments inftituted 
by Boffut, Venturi, Dr. M. Young, and others. 

The reafon why the theory of this fubjeét does not agree 
with the experiments, 1s, that all the circumflances, wiich 
affect the motion of flui’s, fuch as the attrathion among 
their particles, the attraétion of the fluids to folids, the re. 
fiftance of the air, &c. cannot be accurately determined. 
With refpeét to the effe€&t of water upon the motion of water- 
wheels, the fame caules of difagreement between the theor 
and the refult of aétual experiments, induced this author to 
give the theory in the third chapter, and the account of Mr. 
Smeaton’s experiments in the fourth chapter, 

The mechanical properties of elaftic huid, under the title 
of pneumatics, form the fubjeét of the fifth boox. In this, 
conformably to the plan of the other books, feveral neceflar; 
remarks, defcribing the mechanical properties of air, and 
other elallic fluids, are prefixed to the theory. The firft 
chapter contains the propofitions which relate to the equill- 
brium of elaflic fluids; and as a confequence of thofe pro- 
pofitions, the various methods of meafuring altitudes by 
means of the barometer are defcribed in the fecond chapter. 
The third chapter contains a feries of propofitions regularly 
arranged, and perfpicuoufly ya relative to the 
motion of the air, when the equilibrium of preilure is re- 
moved. 

Inthe fifth chapter this author treats of the refiftance of 


fluids to bodies moving in them, in wincl: he thus expreffles 
himfelf. 


“« The force with which bodies moving in fluid mediums, as 
water, air, &c. are impeded and retarded in their motions, is 
ufually termed the refiftance of fluids ; and as all our machines 
move cither in water or in air, or both, it becomes a matter of 
importance in the theory of mechanics to enquire into the nature 
of this kind of force. 

ii} We ' 
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* We know by experience that.force muft be applied to 4 
body in order that it may move through a fluid, fuoh as air or 
water, and that a body proj:cted with any velocity, is gradually 
retarded in its motion, and gene rally brought to reft, The 
a! slogy of nature makes us imagine, that there is a force atttng 
in the oppofite direction, or oppofing the motion; and that this. 
force refides in, or is exerted by the fluid. And the phenomena 
refemble thofe which accompany the known refiftance of ative 
beings, fuch as animals. ‘Therefore we give to this fuppofed 
force the metaphorical name “of Refifiance. We alfo know that a 
Auid in motion will harry a folid body along with the ftream, and 
that it requires a force to maintain it in its place. A fimilar 
analogy makes us fuppofe that a fluid exerts force, in the fame 
manner as when an active bei “ing impels the. body. before him 5 
therefore we call this the Jaxpuljon of a Fluid, And as our know. 
ledge of nature informs us, that the mutual actions of bodies are in 
every cafe equal and oppofite, and that the obferved change of 
motion is the only indication, charatteriflic, and meafure of the 
changing force, the forces are the fame (whether we call them 
impulfions or refiftances) when the relative motions are the fame, 
and therefore depend entirely on thefe relative motions. The 
force, therefore, which is neceflary for keeping a body immove- 
able in a ftream of water, flowing with a certain velocity , is the 
fame with what is required for’ moving this body with this velo- 
city through ftagnant water. 

A body in motion appears to be refifted by a ftagnant 
aia, nner it is a law of mechanical nature that force muft be 
employed in order to put any body in motion. Now, the body 
cannot move forward without putting the contiguous fluid in 
motion, and force muft be employed tor producing this motion. 
In like manner, a quiefcent body is impelled by a ftream of fluid, 
becaufe the motion of the gontiguous fluid is diminifhed by this 
folid obitacle; the refiftance, therefore, or impulfe, no way dif- 
fers from the ordin ary communications of motion among folid 
bodies, at leaft in its nature; although it may be far more dif- 
ficult to reduce the various circumftances to accurate computa- 
tion, or to obtain all the requifite data on which to found the 
eal RO, 

The refiftance which a body fuffers from the fluid medium 
aka which it is impelled, depends on the velocity, form, and 

nagnitude of the body, and on the inertia and tenacity of the 
Guid. For fluids refit the motion: of bodies through them ; 
1, by the inertia of their particles; 2, by their tenacity,/.¢. the 
adhefion of thofe particles; 3, by the frigtion ef the body againit 
the particles of the fluid, In perfect fluids the latter cafes of 
refiftance are very inconfiderable, and therefore are not .taken 
into the account ; but. the former is always very confiderable, 
and obtains equally in the moft perfect as in the moft imperfe¢t 
14 fluids, 
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fuids. And that the reitfance varies with the 
and magnitude of the moving bodv is futiicie 

“ We muft carefully diitinguifh between 
tardation: refiftance is the quantity cf mroriow, retardati 


; 


} ; 


quantity of velocity, which is lott; therefore, the ince 
tions are as the refiftances applied to the quantities of matter; 
and in the fame body the refiftance and retardation are propor. 


tional,’’ 


\ fimilar difagreement between the theorv, and the ex- 
nents, to that which has been remarked with refpeét to 
ome of the above mentioned fubjetis, induced this author to 
the former in this chapter; viz. to determime theore- 
ids in motion, or the retiftance-of fluid 
bodies moving m them; and to give an acconnt of 
principal experiments that have been mitituted on. this 
| h chapter, which is the laft of the filth 
WN. ; 

Chis firft volume coneludes with an index of the moft 

markable pa ticulars im tt. 
The fecond volume ot this work contains in the firft 


ace the practical part of mechanics, witch « ‘eupy about 


lity paves; and after this the reft confifts of cefcriptions 


a areat Variety of machines, and mechanical contri- 


. 
+ 


inces, which are very neatly delineated in the plates which 
rm the third volunie. ne contents of the practical me. 
ADICS alt 
the conttrudiion and fimplifieaztion of machinery. On 
rectilinear, and reciprocatin yt10DS. On bevel. 
prope rrionin | in 
i fmoothnefs ot me 
n friction and the tiitnefs corc with the experiments of 
ce, Coulumb, &c. Anexample of the power of the capftan, 
lowing for fri¢tion and the rigidity of cords. Om water as a 
ver of machinery. wind, as a mover of machinery, with 
Smeaton’s rules relative to wind-mills. On the ftrength’ of fired 
1-powder. On fteam, as a mov machinery, with the re- 


ts OF pbettancourt ana 11TO! animal ftr ngth, men ind 
x 


rfes.’’ 
As n would protraét the prefent account to too great a 
length, if we atternpted to notice all the particulars that are 
yntained an this praéiical part of the work, we iball only 
endeavour to give an idea of the whole, by means of fome 
general remarks, alier a concile defcription of is materials. 
‘This author commences by an enumeration of the general 
ules of machines, and by recommending to the young 
Cnpacey 
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encineer a ftntt attention to the firmplicity of machines 3 
ole , blerving, t hat part of the power is loft by the inter- 
sofition even of the fimpleft machines; bat in more com-~ 
nlicated machines, that lofs of power, which ar fes from 
thétion, ftiffnefs otf materials, &c. is indeed very great. 
fe then proceeds to fhow how a rotatory motron may be 
yroduced by means of a reciprocating one, how to communt- 
te motion in any direétion by wheels, and to conftruét the 
heels y roper tor the purpole ‘ how to regulate aryy’ motion 
yas to render it uniform, and fo forth. 

As molt ot the propofitions laid down tn the firit volume 
ke no notice of tri¢tion and the {tiffmefs ot rapes ; and as 


2 e cffeét of machines is in creat meafure obftruéted by thofe 
& vies, this ai ithor has given a Very g¢ vod account of theex- 
, periments made by vai owe ingenious perfons, tor aleertaining 
- the intluence of Heke ob truétions under different « ircum. 


ances: duch as the difference of materials, difference of 
weight or preflure, &d&e. 
Che createft, and by no means the leaft ufetul, part of 
ele practical mechanics, relates to the moving power; and 
inthis Mr. G. gives a concile, but-clear'and comprehenfive 
: ot all the particulars, which have, by long continued 
B experience, been alcertained, or that appear worthy of 
: ention. concerning the force of human beings, and of 
horles, of water, of wind, of fleam, dc. ‘The refules' of 
xperiments are flated in tables or otherwile, fome contra- 
uittory aflertions are in a great meafure reconciled, and the 
pinions of the moft accurate and experienced philofophers, 
und engineers are introduced. ‘The following [petimen is 
xtracted from page 75, where this author {peaks of the 
power ot the horfe. 


“Te has been ftated by Defaguliers (vol. I. page 251) and 


‘ome others, that a horfe employed daily in drawing nearly ho. 
rizontally can move, during cight hours in the day, about 200lb, 
it the rate 24 miles per hour; or 33 feet per fi oars If the 


. wetpht be ai augmented to about 240 OF 25 <olbs. the horfe canmor 
; work more than fix hours a dav, and thar with lefs velocitv. 
cs And in both cafes, if he carry fome weight, he will draw better 


than if he carried none. Mr. Sauveur ettimates the mean effort 

t a horfe at i745 French, or 189 averd. pounds, with a velocity 

of rather more than three feet per fecond: and this agrees very 

‘arly with our deduction in art. 378, vol. li. Buc all thefe-are 

q probably too high to be continued tor erght hours, day ufter 
a ay ; ior in our invettigation juit referred to, we allumed tcn 
et per fecond, as the atmoit walking velocity. of a horfe; a 
city which we conceive po horde would be able to continue. 


long. 
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long. In another place Defaguliers ftates the mean work of a 
horfe as equivalent to the railing a hogthead full of water (or 
5 solbs) fifty feet high i ina minute. But Mr. Sme aton, to w hofe 
authority much is due, afferts, from a number of experiinents, 
that the greateft effect is the raifing ssolb. forty feet high in a 
minute. And, from fome experiments made by the Society for 
the Encouragement of Arts, under the direétion of their late able 
Secretary, Mr. S. Moore, it was concluded that a horfe, moving 
at the rate of three miles an hour, can exert a force of cighty 


pounds,’’ 


The defeription of machines ‘occupies about five-fixths of 
the fecond volume, and they are arranged in alphabetical 
order; fo that air pump comes firft, then follows Anemo- 
meter, Atwood’s machine, balance; &ce. Among thofe 
defcriptions we find moft of the lateft difcoveries and im- 
provements, not barely defcribed with refpeé to the mecha- 
nifm, but hkewife examined concerning their adv wor or 
difadvantage over machines, their real power, and -other 

yarticulars; to a great many of thofe defcriptive articles, a 
hen hiftory of the original difcovery, together with the 
fubfequent improvements, is prefixed ; fo that all together 
it contains a reafonably good hiftory of mechanical contri- 
vances. The number of machines or mechanical contri- 
vances, which are delcribed in this volume, exceeds 150. 

Having now given as concife an account of this rather 
extenfive publication as feemed practicable ; we fhall, with 
the hke brevity, exprefs our opinion with refpeét to the 
whole. 

In a fubjeét fo intricate, fo various, and fo interefing, 
as that of mechanics, where much matheinatical reafoning, 
theory and experience, hiftorical inforination and modern 
practice, opinions and hypothefes, demand the  ftrittett 
attention on the part of the author, it is hardly to be ex 

e€ted that the careful examination of a difcerning reader 
Pho ld not find fome defeéts, irregularities, or erro:s, elpe- 
cially in a firft edition. And fuch in taét is the cate with 
the prefent work ; yet it muft be confeffed that thofe defeéis, 
&e. are, upon the whole, not very material. As an cle- 
mentary work, this treatife on mechanics is by far preferable 
to any other work extant, at leaft in the Englifh language. 
The fiyle is perfpicuous, the arrangement of materials 18, 
m very few places, fufceptible of improvement; the in- 
formation it contains ts extenfive, and the plates are elegant ; 
we do not, therefore, hefitate to recommend it to the atten- 
tron of the feientefic world; and, with refpeét to any defetts, 
we are perfuaded that the author will endeavour to remove 
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them ima fubfequent edition; for he concludes his preface 
with the following modeft and iatisfatiory patlage, 


«« Although,’’ he fays, © I have fometimes pleafed myfelf with 
imagining I have ftruck out a more fatisfactory illuftration, ora 
more convincing demonitration, than has been ufuaily given, I 
have too frequently found it neceffary to reft below that perfection 
which I had previoufly fancied within my reach, I am confcious 
of fome deficiencies and of fome miitakes in arrangement, efpecially 
in the fecond volume, which were difcovered too Jate to be rec. 
tified. I hope, however, none of them will be found of much 
confequence, Other miftakes, it may be apprehended, will be 
detected by the acute reader. I fhall rejoice if thefe are but few 
and of flight importance. Every exertion has been made on my 

rt to render the performance correct, perfpicuous, and ufeful ; 
and if the candid examiner fhould find, that in the main it pof. 
feffes thefe propertics, I fhall hope to efcape fevere cenfure for 
fome imperfections which my want of abilities, not want of care 
may have permitted to meet the eye of the public,’’ 


ie 





Art. 111. Magna Britannia; being a Concife Aepesrepical 
Account of the feveral Counties of Great Britain. the 
Rev. Daniel LyJons, A M, F.R.S. FA. and L.S. Rector 
of Redmarton in Glouceflerfbire; and Samuel Lyfons, E/q. 
FLR.S. and F.A.S. Keeper of His Majefly’s Records in the 
Tower of London. ‘4to. 742 pp. with many plates, 8]. 3s. 
Cadell and Davies. i806. 


HIS work comes forward with peculiar recommenda- 
tions, and cannot fajl to excite a general intereft. 

It fills up an hiatus in Englifh literature, and as far as can 
be concluded from this firlt fpecimen, 1 promifes to fill it 
up effeétually. The county hiftories, which are at all po- 
pular, or deferve to be fo, are remarkably fcarce and dear, 
or exceedingly voluminous, Chauncy’s Hiltory of Hert. 
tordfhire fells for the enormous price of twenty-five guineas, 
and is not frequently to be had even on thete terms. Mr. 
Nichols’s exceilent Hiftory of Leicefterfhire aiready extends 
to five bulky folio volumes, nor is it yet finifhed, and as 
much may be obferved of feveral others. Camden's Bri- 
tannia, however well executed, ftill exhibits but a partial 
view of each particular county. The prefent undertaking 
ts calculated to obviate both thefe difficulties; and by re- 
prefenting each county, not im the mmute form required in 
a tpecifc work of topography, and yet in detail far lefs 
comprefied tham the Britanma, will be found, it cannot be 
doubted, 


¥) 
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doubted, adequate to communicate an accurate defcription 
and illuftration of Great Britain. ) . 

The gendemen who have fubmitted to the execution of 
this by no means inconfiderable labour, have already proved 
themfelves well qualified for it. It is unneceflary to fay 
more, as the [pecimens we are about to fubjoin will be a 
fufficient teftimony of their indefatigable diligence, their 
judgment, and general ability. 
~ The arrangement they have thought proper to adopt is 
alphabetical, and thus the counties deferibed an this firft 
volume are Bedfordfhire, Berkfhire, and Buckinghambhie. 
Ie is certainly not a litle remarkable that of thele three 
counties there are no hifteries. The labour of colleéting 
materials, and the time occupied in arranging and com-— 
preffing them, has unavoidably protratied the publication ot 
this firfl part. The colleétions, as 1s properly obferved in 
the advertifement, muft have been nearly the fame as for fo 
many county hiftortes. 

We thal! tranfcribe a fpecimen from cach of the three 
counties, which as they feem to require little or no comment 
from us, may properly be left to the reader's cecifion as to 
their claims to commendation, 

And firft of Bedfordthire, where it fhould appear, we 
cannot poflibly do better than take as an example the very 
firft panfh which occurs, and this is 


“© Amptuitt, anciently Ametalle, in the hundred of Red. 
bornftoke, and deanery of Flitt, is a fmall neat town, pleafantly 
fituated, but in a fandy foil. Its carlieft charter for a market 
bears date 1219 *5 it was then held, as it ftill is, on Thurfdays. 
it was confirmed by a fubfequent charter in 1242+, with the 
grant of a fair on the feftival of St. Mary Magdalen. The only 
fair now held is on the gth of May. The market is not confi- 
derable. The town has been much improved by the removal of 
fome old houfes which ftood very incommodioufly in the market- 
place, where there is now a pump with an obelifk, erected by the 
harl of Offory in 1785. ‘There is no town-hall or other public 
building ; the court of the honour is held in a mean old room 
called the Moot-houfe, which, although fmali, may have been 
ufed occaficnally as a court of juftice. The affizes are faid to 
have been held there in 1684, having been removed thither, as 
ut is faid, through the intereft of the Earl of Aylefbury ; the 
Epiphany feilions were certainly held there that yeari. The 
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number of inhabited houfes within the parith of Ampthill in 
1801, according to the returns made under the Population A@, 
was 237} of inhabitants 1234. The manor of Ampthill, at 
the time of the Norman furvey, belonged to the baronial family 
of Albini, from whom it paffed by female heirs to the Sz. 
Amands, and Beauchamps*. William Beauchamp, who in 
right of his wife enjoyed the barony of St. Amand, conveyed 
Ampthill, in 144r, tO Sir John Cornwall t, a diftinguithed 
military character in the reigns of Henry IV. and Henry V. 

By his ‘gallant behaviour in a tournament at York, io 1401, he 
won the heart of Elizabeth, the King’s filter, then the. widow 
of John Holland, Farl of Huntingdon and Duke of Exeter. 
In the glorious battle of Agincourt he was one of the chofen 

officers who had the poft of honour with the Duke of York in 
the vant. Leland fays, that he ‘* builded the caftelle of Ante. 
hill of fuch fpoils as it is faid he won in France.’’ It was noe 
till 1432 that he was created Lord Fanhope, and in 1433 Baron 
ef Milbrook. ‘Ihe account which the learned antiquary above 
mentioned gives from hearfay, of the manner in which Lord 
Fanhope’s lands came to the crown, and of theit being granted 
by Edward IV. to Lord Grey of Ruthin, as a reward for the 
part which he took in the battle of Northampton, appears to be 
wholly erroneous, as Lord Fanhope died in peace feventeen years 
before that battle, at Ampthill caftle §, whither he had retired 
after the death of his only legitimate fon, who was flain in 
France. In 1453, ten years atter the death of Lord Fanhope, 
Henry Duke of Exeter, his wife’s fon, entered into a bond of 
6000 marks to abide by the arbitration of Sir Thomas Bourchief 
re{pecting the mano: of Ampthili and other eftates ||. What 
became of it immediately after, is uncertain. ‘Lhe Duke of 
[xxeter died in extreme poverty. The manor ‘s next to be traced 
to the noble family of Grey, but whether they became poilefled 
of it by grant or purchafe does not app ar. Reginald Grey, 
Rarl of Kent, was poffeffed of it in 1§2 Not long atter this 
itcame into the King’s hands, probably “by an exchange, and 
was.made an honour by a& of Parliament. Quee n Catherine of 
Arragon refided at Ampthil t whilit the bufinefs of the divorce 
was pending, and was cited thence to attend the commiffioners at 
Dunitaple, but refufed to obey their fummons{. No accounts 
of Ampthill Caftle, or its inhabitants, are to be difcovered 
during the fabfequent reigns ; and it is moft probable that it was 
fyffered to go todecay. The furvey made by order of Parliament 








‘€ Bedfordthire Efcheats, and Dugdale’s Baronage.’ 
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in 1649, fpeaks of it as having been long ago totally demolithed, 
When Fuller, in his ‘* Worthies,’’ mentions Ampthill as one 
of thofe three which carried away the credit among the houfes of 
the nobility in Bedfordfhire, he meant Houghton Park, then 
(1662) the feat of the Earl of Aylefbury, and fituated partly 
in Ampthill parifh. We are told by Ofhorn, in his Memoirs of 
King James’s reign, that the honour of Ampthill, no {mall 
prefent to be made at one time, as the writer obferves, was 
given by that monarch to the Earl of Kelly. It foon reverted 
to the crown. In 1612, Thomas Lord Fenton, and Elizabeth 
his wife, refigned the office of high fteward of the honour of 
Ampthill to the king. The following year the cuftody of the 
great park was granted to Lord Bruce, whofe family becarne 
leflees of the Bonour*. ‘Lhe leafe continued in that noble family 
till 1738, when it was purchafed by the Duke of Bedford. In 
the 17th century the Nicolls’s were for many years leffees of 
Ampthill Great Park, under the Bruce’s, who referved to them. 
felves the office of matter of the game. The Nicolis’s refided at 
the Great Lodge, or capital Manfion, as it is called in the furvey 
of 1649. After the reftoration, Ampthill Great Park was 
granted by Charles 1]. to Mr. John Afhburnham, as a reward 
for the faithful fervices which he had rendered to that monarch 
and his father t+. In 1720 it was purchafed of the Afhburnham 
family by Lord Vifcovut Fiszwilliam, who fold it in 1736 to 
Lady Gowran, grandmother of the prefent noble owner, John, 
Earl of Upper Offory, who, in 18c@, became poflefied of the 
leafe of the honour of Ampthill, «by exchange with the late 
Duke of Bedford. ‘The fite of Ampthill caftle, which Leland 
defcribes as ‘* ftanding ftately on a hill, with a four or five faire 
towers of ftone in the inner warde, befides the baffe courte,’’ has 
been denoted by a Gothic column, erected in 1770, by the Earl 
of Offory. It is infcribed with the following lines, from the 
pen of the late Earl of Orford : 


“* In days of yore here Ampthilil’s towers were feen, 
The mournful refuge of an injur’d queen ; 

Here flow’d her pure but unavailing tears, 

Here blinded zeal fuftain’d her finking years : 

Yet Freedom hence her radiant banner wav’d, 

And love aveng’d a realm by prietts enflav’d. 

From Catherine’s wrongs a nation’s blifs was fpread, 


And Luther's light from Henry’s lawlefs bed.’’ 


The prefent manfion at Ampthill is fituated near the foot of the 
bill, yet fafficiently elevated to command a profpeét over the 
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vale of Bedford, broken by the fine trees in the park. It was 
built about the year 1694, by the firft Lord Afhburnham. ‘The 
Earl of Offory has a fimall colle€tion of pictures at Ampthill ; 
amongft which may be noticed an original portrait of Sterne, by 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds. ‘Lis manfion felt very feverely the effects 
of the dreadful ftorm on the 19th of Auguf 1800; not lefs than 
zoo panes of glafs were broken in the weft front by the hail- 
ftones; which, by perfons of the ftri¢teft veracity, were affirmed 
to have been feven inches in circumference, and of a flat form. 
{he town of Ampthill, and many of the neighbouring villages, 
were in an equal degree fufferers ; fcarcely a window, which was 
expofed to the ftorm, efcaped being broken, 

‘‘ The grounds of Ampthill, which are difpofed on a fteep natu. 
ral bank behind the houfe, afford fome very beautiful fcenery. 
A furvey of Ampthill Park, taken by order of Patliament in 
1653, defcribes 287 trees as being hollow, and too much decayed 
for the ufe of the navy. TThefe oaks, thus faved from the axe 
by the Commiffioners’ report, remain to the prefent day ; and, 
by their picturefque appcatance, contribute much to the ornament 
of the place. 

‘ The church of Ampthill contains little that is remarkable. 
The figures of Lord Fanhope and the Dutchefs of Exeter, men- 
tioned by Sandford, have been removed from the eaft window ef 
the aifle. The only monument of note is that of Robert 
Nicolls, of Ampthill Park, Gevernor of Long Ifland, whe, 
being in attendance on the Duke of York, was flain on board 
his fhip in 1672. A cannon-ball, faid to have been that which 
occafioned his death, is inlaid in the marble within the pediment ; 
and on the moulding is this infcription : 

‘¢ Inftrumentum mortis et immortalitatis.’’ 
The benefice is a re€tory in the patronage of Lord Offory. 


‘© In the year 1654, the name of Colonel Okey, the regicide, 
occurs in the parith regifter, atteiting the celebration of marriages 
as a jultice of peace. About that time he purchafed the honour 
of Ampthill, as part of the confifcated property of the crown *, 
and refided, it is probable, at the Park. The fignature of 
Edmund Wingate the arithmetician, occurs alfo as a juftice the 
fame year. He revided at Woodend, in Harlington. 

“ About a mile from the town of Ampthill is an hofpital, 
founded in t690, by Mr. John"Crofs, for twelve poor men and 
a reader, and for four peor women. The reader has fifteen 
pounds per anowum, the others ten pounds. They muft be un- 


‘married. The Vice Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford, 


and the Bifliop of that Diocefe, are vifitors.’”” P. 36. 
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Asa fpecimen of the defcription of Berkfhire, we fhalf 
take part of what the authors fay of Reading. 








































«* Reading has had a market of much note, from time imme. 
morial. It is a great mart for corn, of which 50,000 quarters 
are faid to be fold annually. The chief corn market is on 
Saturday. The Wednefday’s market is chiefly for butchers’ 
meat, and other provifions. ‘There are four annuab, fairs, Feb, 
2, May 1, July es, and Sept. 21. Many thoufand tons of 
cheefe are brought to the September fair, from the dairy country, 
and fold in the Forbery. ‘The fair, on the 25th of July, (St. 
James’s day,) was granted by a charter of King Henry I]. The 
founder granted the abbot and convent a fais, at the feftival 
of St. Lawrence, (Auguft 10,) now difufed. A new market. 
houfe has lately been built for the fale of butchers’ meat and 
vegetables. 

‘© The clothing manufacture is faid to have been introduced at 
Reading fo early as the reign of Edward I. and many ftories are 
told of Thomas Cole, a rich clothier of that period; it is 
certain that it flourifhed in this town, during the 15th and 16th 
centuries : in the civil war it tell to-decay, and never revived, 
There is now no manufacture of any confequence carried on at 
Reading ; but it is a place of great trade, which has of late 
years been much increafed by the navigable canal, brought thither 
from Newbury. ‘There are feveral excellent wharfs on the 
Kennet. The principal articles of exportation are hoops, bark, 
wool, corn, malt, and flour. ‘The malting trade is very exten- 
five, and it is faid that upwards of 20,000 facks of flour are 
fent annually to the metropolis. ‘The high bridge over. the 
Kennet was rebuilt in 1785; the fume year the town was paved 
by act of parliament. The {treets are, for the moft part, fpacious 
and well built. 

** ‘The manor of Reading was given to the abbot and convent 
by the founder’s charter. After the diffolution, it was for fome 
time in the crown, was fettled on Anne of Denmark, Queen of 
James I. as part of her jointure, and, after her death, on 
Charles, Prince of Wales; who, fome years after he came to 
the throne *, granted all manerial rights and privileges apper- 
taining to the borough to the corporation. 

** ‘The manor of Colley, or Coley, was at an early period in 
the Vachells, an ancient family, who appear to have refided at 
Reading as early as the year 1309. John Vachell was one of 
the knights of the thire in 1324; his grandfon, or great grand. 
fon, fettled at Coley ; and it continued in his defcendants + till 
the 











* «© Anno 1638.” 
eo It ts probable, they were tenants of the abbey: after 
> : Iesesar f | r ’ 
the diffolution, (anno 1544), Henry VIII. granted to Thomas 
Vachell 
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the death of Tanfield Vachell efq. one of the reprefentatives in 
parliament for the borough of Reading, which happened in 
1705. After this, Coley came by purchafe to Colonel Thompfon, 
whofe daughter brought it in marriage to Sir Philip Jennings 
Clerk. It became afterwards, by purchafe, the property of 
William Chamberlayne efq. late folicitor to the treafury, whofe 
fon has lately fold it to John Mac Connell efg. Coley-houfe, 
the family feat of the Vachells, was for a few days the refidence 
of King Charles I. during the civai war *. 

«« The manor of Whitley, 2 confiderable eftate in the parifh of 
St. Giles, which had belonged to the abbey of Reading, was 
granted by Queen Mary to Sir Francis Englefield; became 
afterwards the property of the Vachells ; was included in Colonel 
Thompfon’s purchafe of the eftates of that family, and has from 
him defcended to the prefent proprietor, Mifs Frances Jennings. 

«* Whitley-Park (the abbot’s park, mentioned by Leland, as 
being at the entrance of Reading town) was granted by Queen 
Elizabeth to Sir Francis Knollys. It was afterwards a feat of 
the Kendricks ; William Kendrick efy. of Whitley, was created 
abaronet in 1679: the title isextinct. Whitley-Park is now 
the property of Sir William Johnfon bart. 

“ The manor of Southcote, a hamlet in the parith of St. Mary, 
has belonged, for more than two centuries, to the family of 
Blagrave. The manor-houfe was built by John Blagrave, the 
mathematician: it is probable, that he purchafed the manor of 
the Windfors, who poffeffed it asearly as the year1r558+. At 
a much earlier period it feems to have been in the family of Belet, 
Michael Belet had free-warren in Southcote in 1338{. During 
the civil war, Southcote was the refidence of Sir John Blagtave, 
nephew to the mathematician, at whofe houfe the Earl of Effex 
is fuppofed to have béen pofted on his advance to the fiege of 
Reading. Daniel Blagrave, his younger brother, reprefented 
the borough of Reading in parliament ; he was one of the judges 
of King Charles I. and, upon the Reftoration, fecured his fafety 
by flight: the family is now extinét in the male line, The 
manor and manfion of Southcote, now unoccupied, are the pro- 
perty of John Blagrave efq. of Calcot, in the parifh of Tyle. 
hurft, who married a daughter of the late Anthony Blagrave, 
of Southcote, the laft heir male of that family. Mr. Blagrave, 





———— 


Vachell efg. all the abbot and convent’s lands in Coley, of 
which, by the name of the manor of Coley, he is ftated to have 
died feifed in 1554. The defcendants of Mr. Vachell removed, 
after the fale of Coley, to Cambridgefhire and Northamptonfhire.’* 
* € See p. 332.” 
+  Efch. Ph. and Mary.” | f{ ‘ Cart, 12 Edw. III.’* 
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of Calcot, was the fon of Thomas Blagrave efq. of Watchfield, 
in Shrivenham, and, it is probable, was defcended from a family 
of that name, who, at an early period, poflefled the manor of 
Blagrave, in Lambourn. The Blagraves, of Southcote, are 
faid to have been defcended from a Staffordfhire family. 

«¢ The manor or farm of Battle, in the parifh of St. Lawrence, 
which had belonged to Reading abbey, was granted to Sir Francis 
Knollys, in whofe family it continued, in a direct line, till the 
death of the late Sir Francis Knollys, of Fern-Hill, near 
Windfor. It is now the property of Francis Knollys efq. late 
Francis Prankard, who fucceeded in eftablifhing his claim to the 
eftates of Sir Francis, as the neareft of kin, in the female line, 
and has fince taken the family name. 

‘© There are three parith churches in the town of Reading, St. 
Lawrence’s, St. Mary’s, and St. Giles’s. 

*€ St, Lawrence’s church appears to have been rebuilt, or con. 
fiderably repaired, in 1434. Among the relicks belonging io 
this church in 1517, was “*a gridiron of filver, gilt, with a 
bone of St. Lawrence therein, weighing three quarters of an 
ounce, the gift of Thomas Lynd efq.’? In this church lies 
buried John Blagrave, the celebrated mathematician, author of 
the Mathematical Jewell, and other works, for which he engraved 
the plates himfelf; he died in 1611: his monument has his 
effigies, a half length, under an arch, habited in a cloak and 


ruff, holding a globe in one hand, and a quadrant in the other; 
underneath is the following infcription : 


‘¢ Johannes Blagravus, 
Totus Mathematicus, 
Cum matre fepultus.”’ 


which he direted by his will: his heirs added fome very indif- 
ferent Englifh verfes. Mr. Blagrave bequeathed rool. for the 
purpofe of making a colonnade on the fouth fide of the church, 
which was performed by the corporation, purfuant to his inten- 
tions in 161g, as appears by an infcription, in which the donor 
is ftyled, ‘ Genero/us mathefio/que encomiis celeberrimas."" The 
church contains no other monument worthy of notice. There 
are a few memorials for the Hungerfords, of Wiltthire, anda 
quaint epitaph on a mural monument in the chancel, to the me- 
mory of Richard Fynnemore, or Finmore, brother, it is pro- 
bable, of William Finmore, who lies buried-at North Hinkfey * ; 
and it feems to have been compofed by the fame hand who wrote 
the infcription on his monument: ‘ Under thy fect, zeader, lie 
the remains of Richard Fynnemore, his father’s Benjamin, and 
his brother’s Jofeph ; who, coming from Oxon to the burial of 
a triend, found here his own grave, Feb. 6, 1664.’’ 





© « See p. 294."" 
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« St, Lawrence’s is a vicarage without either tithes or glebe ; 
before the reformation the vicar had his lodging in the abbey, 
the fame allowance of bread and beer as the monks, feven-pence 
a week for his commons, *os. yearly for his cloathing, a certain 

rtion of dues and oblations, and a horfe kept for him in the 
abbey ftables. The vicar’s income now arifes from the rent of 
pews, cafual emoluments, and a few fmall benefactions. In 
1640, the patronage was given by King Charles I. through the 
intereft of Archbifhop Laud, to the prefident and fcholars of St. 
John’s College in Oxford. Dr. John Pordage, who was vicar 
of St. Lawrence in 1645 and 1646, was an enthufiaft of much 
celebrity, Baxter places him at the head of the Behmenifts; his 
fon Samuel was a dramatic poet: Thomas Gilbert and Simon 
Ford, his fucceffors in the vicarage of St. Lawrence, were both 
writers ; but their publications were not of much importance, 

© The chapel of St. Edmund in this parifh, near the weft end 
of Friar-ftreet, was built in 1204 by Lawrence Burgefs, bailiff 
of Reading, by permiffion of the abbot, on condition of his 
giving an endowment for its fupport ; the founder built a her. 
mitage near it, in which he died. This chapel was defecrated 
in the time of Abbot Thorne, as appears by a memorial pre- 
fented againft him, in 1479, to King Edward IV. for various 
inftances of mifconduét: the memorial ftates, that this chapel, 
wherein were laid the bones of many Chriftian people, was then 
become a barn; it does not appear that it was ever reftored to its 
former facred ufe. In 1546 it was reprefented ina furvey as a 
barn very neceflary for the king’s farm of Battle; this barn was 
ftanding about 40 years ago. | 

‘In the church-wardens’ accounts for this parifh, which 
begin in the reign of Henry VII. are many very curious entries, 
from which the following are felected ; fome of thefe are not 
printed among the copious extracts made by Mr. Coates for his 
Hiftory of Reading. 


1499. Payed fot horfemete for the horfys for the kynges of 
Colen, on May-day, 6d. 
™ To mynftrells the fame day 12d. 
“ 1507. Paid for brede, ale, and beer, that longyd to the 
playe in the Forbery. 
“ ____ Received Sunday befote Bartholomew day for the 
play in the Forbery, 23s. 8d. 
1514. Payd for a gallon of ale, for the ringers at the death 
of the king of Scots, 2d. 
“1516. Received of the young men for the kyng play, 
s. 11d. 
** 1518. ne the tree of the kyng play, late ftonding in 
, the mercat place, 12d. 
“€ 1528, Received of vhe kyng game at Whytfontide, 428. 94. 
K 2 ‘© 4541. 
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‘1541. Paid to Loreman for playing the p’phett (prophet) 
on Palm Sunday, 2d. 

‘€ 1543. Paid for horfe heyr to the dean, and for his labour 
to play the play in th’ abbaye.’’ 


«« Tt appears that, fo lately as Queen Elizabeth’s reign, the 
church.wardens made gatherings at the king’s ale. Thefe extratts 
ilivitrate what is called the king-game, or Kingham, in the 
church-wardens’ dccounts at Kingfton upon Thames *. The 
kings of Cologne ate, by a legend of the Romifh church, fup- 

ed to be the wife men who made their offerings to the infant 
Fetes, and afterwards travelled to Cologne, where they were all 
buried: this legend gave rife to a kind of rude drama, which 
feems to have been agreat favourite both before and after the 
Reformation. The king play is mentioned alfo in the church. 
wardens’ account for the parifh of St. Giles: thofe for the parifh 
of St. Mary make mention of gatherings at May-games and 
morrice dances, and at Hoétyde. 

«€ St. Mary’s church was rebuilt about the year 1551; moft 
of the materials for that purpofe were purchafed from the abbey. 
church, then pulled down. In this church +s no monument worthy 
of notice, excepting that of William Kenrick, or Kendrick, 
faid to be defcended from the Saxon kings; he was brother of 
John Kendrick, the great benefactor to this town, and grand. 
father, it is probable, of Sir William Kendrick, created a baro- | 
net in 1679; the monument is the work of John and Matthias 
Chriftmas, two brothers, who were artifts of fome eminence in 
the reign of King Charles I. 

*€ Sir Francis Englefield having, in 1545, purchafed the im- 
propriate rectories of this parifh and St. Giles’s, with that of the 
neighbouring parifh of Tylehurft, gave them, in 1556, to their 
refpeGtive churches for the celebration of maffes and obits; for 
which reafon they became forfeited to the crown, in the firft year 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. In 1573 the queen granted the 
great and {mall tithes of St. Mary’s and St. Giles’s to the ref- 
pective vicars of the feveral parifhes aad their fucceffors, Both 
thefe endowed vicarages are in the gift of the crown. | 

** Chriftopher Fowler, vicar of St. Mary’s, who was ejected 
for nonconformity in 1662, wrote feveral controverfial traéts ; 
his fucceffor, Peter Mews, who had been an officer in the royal 
army, was afterwards bifhop of Winchefter: after his promo- 
tion to that fee he did fi fetvice in his old profeffion, having 
the command of the artillery in the battle fought with the Duke 
of Monmouth’s army at Sedgmoor. He quitted this vicarage in 
1667, being fucceeded by Dr. William Lloyd, afterwards bifhop 





* ¢€ See Environs of London, vol. I." 
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of Worcefter. The three following vicars, William Reeves, 
Francis Fox, and Dr. Robert Bolton, were all authors, their 
works being for the moft part on theological fubjeéts. Dr. 
Bolton publifhed alfo fome treatifes on the prevailing vices of the 
age, and eflays on the employment of time, very popular in 
their day. 

«© Mr. John Kendrick, in 1624, left the fum of 2501. to be 
laid out in lands for the purpofe of maintaining daily prayers in 
this church at fix o’clock in the morning. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thorne gave 1o00l. for the fame purpofe. 

‘‘ There is an Anabaptift meeting in this parifh, eftablifhed 
in 1655, which has a fmall endowment, with a houfe and burial 
ground, and three other meeting-houfes for the Independents and 
Methodifts. 

* St. Giles’s church contains little that is remarkable; the 
fpire, which is 70 feet in height, being of Riga fir, covered 
with copper, was built in 1790, at the expence of 573!. 19s. 
Among the monuments are thofe of Dr. Nathaniel Refbury, a 
controverfial writer, who died in 1711; and the Hon. William 
Bromley Cadogan, the late vicar, a popular divine amongft thofe 
of the Calvinittic perfuafion. 

“< Reading has given birth to feveral eminent perfons; Sir 
Thomas White, founder of St. John the Baprift’s College in 
Oxford, is faid by fome to have been born there, being thé fon of 
William White, a clothier, who removed thither from ‘Rick. 
manfworth * ; to which place Fuller attributes the honour of his 
birth. Archbifhop Laud was born at Reading in 1573, being 
the fon of William Laud, a clothier, who refided in Broad-ftrect, 
In anfwer to a fpeech of Lord Say, who had reproached him with 
the obfcurity of his birth, the archbifhop faid: ‘ It is true I 
am a man.of ordinary, but very honeft, birth; and the memory 
of my parents favours very well to this day in the town of 
Reading, where I was born; neither was I fo meanly born as 
perhaps my lord would infinuate, for my father had borne all 
offices in the town, fave the mayoralty +.’’ John Blagrave, the 
mathematician, is fuppofed to have been a native of Ment 
but, perhaps, it is equally probable that he was born at Bulmarfh, 
the feat of his father, in the parifh of Sunning. Jofeph Blagrave, 
an aftrological writer, who does not appear to have been any re- 
lation to the mathematician, was born in the parith of St. Giles, 
in 1610. Sir Thomas Holt, Recorder of Reading (miftaken 

by fome writers for Lord Chief Juftice Holt), Sir John Barnard, 
the celebrated alderman of London; James Merrick, the tran. 
flator of the Pfalms; William Baker, a learned printer; Sir 





* «© See Coates’s Hiftory of Reading, p. 405.”” 
+ © Ibid. p. 411.” 
K 3 Conftantine 
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Conftantine Phipps, Lord Chancellor of Ireland; and Dr. 
Phanuel Bacon, author of fome dramas and feveral pieces of 
humour, were all natives of Reading. P. 340.’’ 


Mr. Browne Willis had, it feems, made very confiderable 
colleétions for the Hiftory of the County of -Buckingham- 
fhire; but no more was publifhed than an account of the 
town and hundred of Buckingham. What is faid in this 

art of the work of Eton and its celebrated f{chool will, we 


ould think, be as amufing and interefling to the reader as 
any we can feleét. ! 


*€ Eron, in the hundred of Stoke and deanery of Burnham, 
is feparated from Windfor, in Berkfhire, by the river Thames, 
being 22 miles diftant from London: it is chiefly noted for its 
college, founded by King Henry VI. in the year 1440, fora 
provoit, ten priefts, four clerks, fix chorifters, twenty-five poor 
grammar-fcholars, and twenty-five poor men. Henry Sever 
was the firft provoit; his fucceffor was William Waynfleet, 
founder of Magdalen College, in Oxford. This foundation was 
particularly excepted in the att for the diffolution of colleges 
and chantries, in the reign of King Edward VI. Its eftablith- 
ment, however, has been fomewhat altered, and it confifts now 
of a provoft, feven fellows, two fchool-mafters, two conduéts, 
feven clerks, feventy fcholars, and ten chorifters, befides inferior 
officers and fervants. The annual eleétion of fcholars to King’s 
College, in Cambridge, founded by the fame monarch, takes 
place about the end of July, or the beginning of Auguft, when 
twelve of the head boys are put on the roll to fucceed at King’s 
College, as vacancies happen. The average number of vacan- 
cies is about nine in two years: at 19 years of age the fcholars 
are fuperannuated. Eton Coilege fends two fcholars to Merton 
College, in Oxford, where they are denominated poft-matters, 
and has a few exhibitions of 21 guineas each, for its fuperannuated 
{cholars, towards whofe affiftance Mr. Chamberlayne, a late 
fellow, has bequeath-d an eftate of 801. per annum after the 
death of his widow. The fcholars eleéted to King’s College 
fucceed to fellowfhips at three years ftanding. The independent 
{cholars at Eton, commonly called Oppidams, are very numerous, 
this {chool having been long ranked among the firft public femi- 
naries in this or any other country, The average number of 
independant fcholars, for fome_ years paft, has been from 300 
to gso: when Dr. Barnard was mafter, under whom the fchool 
was more flourifhing perhaps than at any other period, the number 
at one time exceeded 520. To.enumerate ail the Etonians who 
have become eminent in the republic of letters, or have diftin- 
guithed chemfelves as lawyers, ftatefmen, or divines, would be 
no eafy tak. From Harwood’s Alumni Etonenfes, which is con- 
fined co fuch fcholars as have been on the foundation, may b 
collected, among others, the names of bithop Fleetwood, bifhop 

Pearfon, 
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Pearfon, the learned John Hales, Dr. Stanhope, Sir Robert 
Walpole, and the late Earl Camden, Among fuch celebrated 
characters as have received their education at Eton, but not on 
the foundation, more immediately occur to notice the names of 
Outred the mathematician, Boyle * the philofopher, Waller the 
poet, the late Earl of Chatham, Horace, Earl of Orford, Gray, 
Wet, and the late learned Jacob Bryant. A confiderable number 
of the literary characters of thé prefent day, as well as of thofe 
who are highly diftinguithed in public life, have received their 
education at this celebrated feminary of learning. 

‘* Before we difmifs the fubje&t of Eton School, the ancient 
cuftom of the proceffion of the {cholars ad montem may be thought 
not undeferving of notice. This proceffion is made every third 
year on Whit.'Tuefday, to a ¢wmulus near the Bath road, which 
has acquired the name of Salt-hill, by which alfo the neigh. 
bouring inns have been long known. ‘The chief object of the 
celebrity is to collect money for /a/t, as the phrafe is, from all 
perfons prefent, and it is exacted even from paffengers travelling 
the road. The fcholars who colleét the money are called falt. 
bearers, and are dreffed in rich filk habits. Tickets infcribed 
with fome motto t+, by way of pafs-word, are given to fuch 
perfons as have already paid for /a/t, as a fecurity from any 
further demands. ‘This ceremony has been frequently honoured 
with the prefence of his majefty and the royal family, whofe 
liberal contributions, added to thofe of many of the nobility 
and others, who have been educated at Eton, and purpofely 
attend the meeting, have fo far augmented the collections, that 
it has been known to amount to more than 800l. The fum fo 
collected is given to the fenior fcholar who is going off to 
Cambridge, foe his fupport at the univerfity. It would be in 
vain perhaps to endeavour to trace the origin of all the circum. 
ftances of this fingular cuftom, particularly that of colleétin 
money for /a/t, which has been in ufe from time petra 
The proceffion itfelf feems to have been coeval with the foundation 
of the college, and it has been conjeétured with much probabi- 
lity, that it was that of the bairn or boy-bihhopt. We have 
been informed, that originally it took place on the 6th of 





* « Boyle was offered the provoftthip, but declined accepting 
it; upon which Waller was actually appointed, but the chan. 
cellor refufed to fet his feal to the appointment, it being contrary 
to the Statutes (although there been feveral precedents for 
it) that a layman fhould hold the vow ps i 

+ * One of the moft appropriate perhaps, was ‘* Mos pro lege.’* 

t “* This part of the st evar been fu by fome to 
have originated from an ancient practice among the friars of felling 


confecrated falt,’’ 
K 4 December, 
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December, the feftival of St. Nicholas the patron of children ; 
being the day on which it was cuftomary at Salifbury, and in 
other places where the ceremony was obferved, to elect the 
boy-bifhop, from among the children belonging to the cathedral *, 
In the voluminous colleétions relating to antiquities bequeathed 
by Mr. Cole, (who was himfelf of Eton and King’s College,) 
to the Britifh Mufeum, is a note, in which it is aflerted, that 
the ceremony of the dairx, or boy-bifhop, was to be obferved by 
charter, and that Geffrey Blythe, bifhop of Litchfield, who 
died in 1530, bequeathed feveral ornaments to King’s College 
and Eton, for the drefs of the dairn-bifhop. From whence the 
induftrious antiquary procured this information, which if correc 
would end all conjecture on the fubject, does not appear. We 
cannot learn that there are any documents in fupport of it at 
King’s College or at Eton, and the prerogative court of Can- 
terbury, as well as the regiftries of the, diocefes of London, 
' Chefter, and Litchfield, where alone there is any probability 
of its being regiftered, have been fearched in vain for bifhop 
Blythe’s will, Within the memory of perfons now living, it 
was a part of the ceremony at the montem, that a boy dreffed in 
a clerical habit, with a wig, fhould read prayers. The cuftom 
of hunting a ram, by the Eton fcholars, on Saturday in the 
election week, fuppofed to have been an ancient tenure, was abo. 
lifhed by the late provoft, Dr. Coeke. 

** Eton College confifts of two quadrangles. In the firft is 
the fchool, the chapel, and lodgings for the maiters and fcholars, 
The other is occupied by the library, the provoft’s lodgings, 
and the apartments of the fellows. The chapel, as far as relates 
to its external appearance, is a very handfome Gotrhic ftruéture ; 
the infide has none of that ornamental architeéture, fo much 
admired in King’s College chapel at Cambridge, to which this 
has fometimes been compared, but is quite plain, and has been 
much disfigured by fome injudicious alterations, which were 
made in the beginning of the laft century, when feveral of the 
old monuments were removed, and others concealed behind the 
wainfcot then placed at the eaft end, by which alfo was hid a 
Gothic altarpiece, of ftone, enriched with niches. The whole 
length of the chapel is 175 feet, including the ante-chapel, which . 
is 62 feet in length. Among the eminent perfons who lie buried 
in this chapel, ate Richard Lord Grey of Wilton, Henchman to 
King Henry VIII.; John Longland, bifhop of Lincoln, con- 












_ * “ This mock dignity lafted till Innocents day ; during the 
intermediate tiae the boy performed various epifcopal funétions, 
and if it | appened that he died before it was expired, he was 
bur.cd wich ihe fame ceyemonials which were ufed at the funeral 
of a biliop.”” | 
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fefflor to that monarch; Sir Henry Saville, the learned warden 
of Merton, and provoft of this college, who founded the Savi- 
lian profefforfhips of aftronomy and geometry. at Oxford; Sir 
Henry Wotton, an eminent ambaffador and ftatefman, who was 
alfo provoit of Eton; Francis Rowfe, a diftinguifhed writer 
among the puritans, and one of the lords of Cromweil’s upper. 
houfe, who died provoft of Eton in 1658; Dr. Alleftree, provoft 
of Eton, (an eminent royalift,) who built the new or upper 
fchool, with the cloifters beneath, at the 9 of 1500]. and 
died in 1680; and Nathaniel Ingelo, who died in 1683. The 
monuments of fome of the above-mentioned perfons are not now 
to be feen. Sir Henry Wotton’s tomb has the following fingular 
infcription : 


‘© Hic jacet hujus fententiz primus auCtor— 
Difputandi pruritus fit ecclefiarum fcabies.”* 
~ © Nomen alias quzre.’’ 


‘© Dr. Ingelo was author of a romance, called Bentevelio and 
Urania, which is alluded to in the following fingular paflage of 
his epitaph.—** Cujus fylus, dum dramate pietatem ad Chrifti 
morem fuaviter infinuat, an ingeniofus an patheticus fit magis, vicifim 
acriter et diu contenditur; qua lite nondum fopitd, feliciter guiefcit 
autor eruditus beatam praftelans refurreBionem, donec decifionis dies 
Supremus illyxerit.’’ In the ante-chapel is a ftatue of the founder, 
by Bacon, ereéted in 1786, the fum of 6ool. having been 
bequeathed for that Ball by the Rev. Edward Betham, fellow 
of the college, who died in 1783; and a monument of the 
young earl of Waldegrave, who was drowned when at Eton 
{chool in 1794, In the fchool-yard is another ftatue of the 
founder in bronze, erected at the expence of Provoft Godolphin, 
In the cemetery belonging to the college is the tomb of the 
learned John Hales. 

‘* The library of Eton College contains a very large and 
valuable collection of books, having been from time to time 
enriched by munificent bequefts, particularly by the library of 
Dr. Waddington, bifhop of Chefter, confifting chiefly of divi- 
nity ; that of Mr, Mann, mafter of the charter-houfe; that of 
Richard Topham efq. formerly keeper of his Majefty’s records 
in the Tower, chiefly remarkable for its fine editions of the 
Claffics ; and that of the late Anthony Storer efg. containing a 
great number of early printed and rare books, in various depart- 
ments of literature, a fine fet of Aldus’s, and many fcarce edi- , 
tions of the Claffics, particularly a very rare copy of Macrobius, 
and a large colleétion of engraved portraits and other valuable 
prints, exclufive of what had been bound up at a great expence, 
with various hiftorical and topographical works, which formed 
part of his library. Mr. Topham’s colle€tion comprifes alfo 
fome very valuable engrayings, drawings by the old matters, 
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medals, &c. Mr. Hetherington bequeathed the fum of sool, 
to the college, to be expended in books. 

* In the provolt’s lodgings are portraits of Queen Elizabeth, 
Sir Thomas Smith, a learned ftatefman, who was provoft of the 
college, Sir Robert Walpole, Provof Stewart, clerk of the 
clofer to King Charles I. Sir Henry Saville, Sir Henry Wotton, 
Francis Rowie, and feveral other provofts of the college : here is 
alfo a picture, faid to be a portrait of Jane Shore. 

“* In 1452, the college had a charter for a market on Wed. 
nefdays, at Eton, with confiderable privileges*, but it has 
been long difufed. Two fairs were granted by the charter of 
1444: one for the three days following Afh.Wednefday ; the 
other for fix days following the 13th of Auguft. There is now 
only one fair held on Ath- Wednefday. 

‘* The manor of Eton was acquired by the college in the 
reign of Edward 1V. of the Lovel family, who inherited it 
through female heirs from the families of Fitz-Other, Hodenge, 
Huntereombe, and Scudamore. The manor of Eton-Stockdales 
cam Cole-Norton, in this parifh, was for feveral centuries in the 
Windfor family. During the laft century it has been fuceeffively 
in the famalies of Ballard, Waffell, and Buckle, and is now the 
property of John Penn efg. of Stoke-Park. The parifh church 
of Eton, called in ancient records Eton-Gildables, having been 
fuffered to fall to decay, the inhabitants are permitted to attend 
divine fervice in the college chapel. ‘The provoft of Eton is 
always rector, and has archidiaconal jurifdiction within the 
parith. There is a chapel of. eafe in the town, ferved by one of 
the conducts of the college: it was built for the ufe of the in- 
habitants, by William Hetherington, the munificent benefactor 


to the blind and poor of other defcriptions, who had been one 
of the fellows of Eton.’’ P, 556. 


We now take our leave of this important and valuable 
work for the prefent, but not without reluctance, and cer- 
tamly with a very anxious wifh for its fuccefsful profecution, 
The errors we have noticed have been few and infignificant. 
It is a matter of fome delicacy and no little jallgeheee to 
fteer clear between. the two extremes of dilating, more than. 
is neeeffary, and of too minute and partial a compreffion. 
In the inftances we have given by way of fpecimen, many 
things occur to us which fome perfons may think deferved 
mention. The groves of Ampthill have been celebrated by va- 
rious poets, and by one beautiful copy of verfes, by the late 
Lord Orford of Strawberry hill, Of Reading alfo there are a 
few particulars which enquiring readers will expett in vain. 





* “© See Cart. 27-39 Hen, VI." 
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If we are not miftaken there are many curious and memorable 
incidents involved in the hiftory of the Forbery. Of Eton 
alfo, it would have been eafy enough for the authors to have 
exhibited much various anecdote and mifcellaneous matter, 
But our opinion is, they have performed the part they had 
undertaken, and have performed it well. This volume is 
embellifhed by twelve plates, illuftrative of Bedfordthire, by 
nineteen of Berkfhire, and by thirteen of Buckinghambhire. 
The maps prefixed to each county are executed with remark- 
able neatnefs and elegance. It fhould have been obferved, 
that the plates are both defigned and etched by Mr. S. Ly- 
fons. they who wifh to have the work perfett and elegant 
as poffible, have the opportunity of purchafing of the pub- 
lifhers of this volume, a fet of finifhed engravings felgéted 
from te counties of Bedfordfhire, Berkthire, and Bucking- 
hamihire, executed by the late Mr. William Byrne, from 
drawings by the beft mafters. It may be added, that this 
volume, though high in price, may, from its magnitude and 
embellifhments, be confidered as remarkably cheap, 





Art. IV. Effays, biographical, critical, and hiftorical, illuf- 
trative of the Tatler, Speciator, and Guardian. By Nathan 
Drake, M. D. Author of Literary Hours, Sc. In three 
Volumes. 12mo. 470, $52, and 401. pp. 11. 4s. Sharpe. 
1805. 


N OTHING can be more pleafing, than to watch the gra- 

dual rife of an author to eminence; from the juvenile 
attempts, which mark ingenuity and the love of letters, to 
the maturity of his tafte, fkill, and judgment in writing,— 
This progrefs we have feen in Dr. Drake, whole Poems in 
1793 came, with fuccefs, before our then recent tribunal *; 
whofe Literary Hours were approved by us in 1799+; and 
again, with much improvement and addition, in 1804+. But 
we have here a work fill more creditable to his abilities, and 
critical powers ; and one which is the more interefling, be- 
caufe it forms an elegant and appropriate monument to fome, 
of the beft geniufes ef Britain. 





* Brit. Crit. vol. ii. p. 261. + Vol. xiv. p. 598. 
I Vol, Xxi¥. P- 498, E 
5 The 
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The prefent Effays have been drawn up as an accompa. 
niment to the truly beautiful edition of the Tatler, Speétator, 
and Guardian, publifhed by Mr. Sharpe: books which, by 
their fuperior elegance, are calculated to attratt, and by the 
aid of thefe Effays, are enabled to offer new delight and 
inftruétion to the purchafer. With fuch fkill indeed are 
thefe volumes comp led, that even to thofe who are ac. 
quainted with the chict hifforical and thie yb 5" faéts, 
they afford a very gratifying amufement; and, mingling li- 
bere! criticifm with judicious moral refletiion, are rendered, 
at the fame ume, fubfervient to the belt purpofes of public 
inftruction. High as this encomium may, at firft fight, ap- 
pear, we have no fear of having it contradiéted by any judi- 
cious reader; .and indeed can fafely pledge ourfelves to 

rove, in an article of no unreafonable extent, that what 
we fay is tairly due to the merit of the work before us. 


«« It was my with,” fays Dr. D. in his preface, ‘* when en- 
tering upon the execution of the following work, -to adopt a plan 
which, in its arrangement, fhould be productive of novelty, and, 
in all its various branches, fertile in literary difcuffion ; which 
fhould, in fact, though occafionally digreflive in its-parts, pre- 
ferve a perfpicuous unity of defign, and a mutual fubferviency in 
all its departments.’’ P. i. 


The plan is manifeflly judicious, and the execution is no 
lefs happy : but the detail of the parts will beft be given in 
the words of the author. 


‘« 'T have therefore,’’ he adds, ‘* urged by the hope of fucceed- 
ing, in fome degree, in this arduous rye divided my volumes 
into five parts, and-again fubdivided thefe into /fays. 

“ The Arf part, embracing but one eflay, and which may be 
confidered as introductory to the whole, contains, 

** General obfervations on periodical writing, its merit and 
utility, and on the ftate of literature and manners in this ifland 
at the commencement of the Tatler, in 1709. , 

** ‘The /econd part, including every thing relative to Sir Ri- 
chard Steele, is branched into fix eflays. 

“« +. A biographical fketch of Steele. 

“« 2. Obfervations on his ftyle.. 

*€ 9. On his tafte and critical abilities. 

4- On his invention, imagery, and pathos. 

5. On his delineation of charaéter and on his humour. 

6. On his ethics and morality. 

The ¢hird part alfo, which is employed on the chara¢ter and 
writings of Addifon, receives a fimilar arrangement, viz. 

“* 3. A biographical ketch of Addifon, 


6 o, Obfer- 
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«¢ 2, OLS -vations on, and fpecimens of, the progrets of Eng. 
lifh ftyle, and on the ftyle of Addifon in particular. 

«« 3, On the origin and progrefs of Englith criticifm, and on 
the critical abilities and tafte of Addifon. 

«¢ 4, On his humour and comic painting. 

«« 5, On the introduction of oriental imagery into Europe, and 
on the fable, imagery, and allegory of Addifon. 

«« 6, On the moral tendency of his periodical writings. 

“¢ The fourth part, confifting of three eflays, is occupied by, 

‘* Biographical and critical fketches of the occafional corref- 
pondents of Stecle and Addifon ; 

«© And the ffth and Jaf part delivers 

“¢ Obfervations on the effeéts of the Tatler, Spectator, and 
Guardian, on the tafte, literature, and morals of the age.’’ P. i. 


Steele and Addifon are here made, what they certainly 
have every right to be, very confpicuous figures in the de. 
lineation ; they were the inventors and perfettors of the fpe- 
cies of compofition here celebrated ; and deferve, undoubt- 
edly, every fpecies of diftinétion that can be given to, pers 
haps, the moft extenfively beneficial moral writers of any 
age or country. With refpeét to their coadjutors, all very 
greatly inferior in the extent, and moft of them alfo in the 
value of their communications, the plan of Dr. Drake 
appears to us equally judicious. With refpeét to thefe, he 
fays, who amount to more than fAirty * in number, 


“* To have entered at large into ¢heir biography would have 
ftript the work of all fymmetry, integrity, and proportion; and 
the lives of Swift, of Pope, and of Young, who contributed fo 
little in quantity to periodical compofition, muft have contained 
a body of criticifm on productions totally extrinfic and irrelevant 
to the fubje&t of illuftration. I have dwelt, therefore, at no 
great length on the biographical part of this divifion ; and, in 
general, according to the number and importance of the papers of — 
the refpeétive individuals ; referving, with few exceptions, the 
major portion of each article for that province which more imme. 
diately falls in with the unity and fpirit of our defign—the cri. 
tical confideration of their contributions.’’ P. 6, 


Such is the plan of the work, and it will be found, we 
cannot hefitate to fay, fo executed, as to offer the reader - 
more novelty than he could poffibly expeét; and as much 
variety of uleful inftruétion as the fubjed, ‘COpious as it is, 
could, without violence, fupply. 





a 


* In fa&t forty-ix, who are at leaft mentioned. See the con- 
tents to vol, iii, 
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The firft Effay, on the general nature of periodical writing, 
opens with remarks no le/s juft than ingenious, on the pecu- 
liar advantages of that fpecies of inftruétion, to a nation 
fituated as England was at the time of its invention. Ie 
is Obferved alfo, with gine that, though our manners 
have fince changed, we ftill afford {ubjeéts for fimilar eflays, 
and are capable of being inftru€ted by them. Therefore, 
fays the author, 


** From the firft appearance of the Tatler to the prefent day, 
no period has been abfolutely devoid of periodical eflays ; and it . 
can with equal ‘juftice be affirmed, that they form a moft fplendid 
and highly valuable branch of our national literature. The 
greateft matters of our language, the claffical writers of their age, 
have exerted the nobleft efforts of their genius, and afforded us 
the fineft fpecimens of their compofition, whilft employed in the 
execution of thofe beautiful defigns, which, if confidered for a 
moment ir the light of highly-finithed pictures, how vividly do 
they exprefs the ftyle and manner of their refpective artiits! In 
Addifon we difcern the amenity and ideal grace of Raphael ; in 
Johnfon the ftrength and energy of Michael Angelo ; in Hawkef- 
worth the rich colouring and warmth of Titian; the legerity 
and frolic elegance of Albani in the productions of Moore, Thorn. 
ton, and Colman ; the pathetic fweetnefs of Guido in the draughts 
of Mackenzie ; and the fertility and harmonious colouring of 
Annibale Caracci in the vivid fketches of Cumberland.’”’ P. 20, 


Though this comparifon of writers to painters is perhaps 
more fanciful than really illuftrative, and has she fault of 
not including Steele in the enumeration, who afluredly ought 
not to be omitted, yet, as it winds up the account in a grace- 
tul and pleafing manner, we have introduced it ; not, how- 
ever, without affuring our readers, for the fake of the au- 
thor, that his obfervations have, in general, more folidity, 
and lefs ambition of brilliancy. Dr. Drake proceeds to re- 
mark on the variety of thefe compofitions, and concludes 
with a quotation froma writer, in general not equal to him- 
felf, but here undoubtedly worthy of citation. 


* From fuch an affemblage of diverfified excellence, he mutt 
be fattidious indeed who receives not the moft pleafurable emo- 
tions ; and incapable of inftruétion, if he leaves it not a better nor 
awifvr man. The grave, the gay, the old, the young, will 
here find fomething to arreft attention, and to awaken. curiofity ; 
to excite the fimile of harmlefs mirth, or draw forth the tear of 
pity ; to illuminate the page of ancient times, of to invigorate 
the purfuit of virtue. Such is the ufeful variety with which thefe 
writings teem! ‘* When I hold a volume of thefe mifcellanies,”’ 
obferves an clegant author, “ and run over with avidity the —_ 
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of its contents, my mind is enchanted, as if it were placed amon 
the landfeapes of Valais, which Rouffeau has defcribed with fi 
picturefque beauty. I fancy myfelf feated in a cottage, amid 
thofe mountains, thofe vallies, thofe rocks, encircled by the 
enchantments of optical illufion. I look and behold at once the 
united feafons. ‘ All climates in one place, all feafons in one in. 
ftant.’- I gaze at once on a hundred rainbows, and trace the 
romantic figures of the fhifcing clouds. I feem to be in a temple 
dedicated to the fervice of the Goddefs of varnizery*.’? P. ar, 


Thefe remarks are followed by an hiftorical fketch of the 
Effays, of different kinds, which had preceded the publica- 
tion of the Tatler. The author next gives a judicious view 
of the national manners at that period, and of the neceffity 
for that amelioration which the Effays of Steele and. Addifon 
were able to produce. This Effay, which occupies only 
40 pages, forms a truly appropriate introduétion to the ge- 
neral defign. It is followed by the “ biographical fketch of 
Steele,” in which, of. courfe, as in the other narrative parts, 
much is told that had been frequently related by others. 
This is, in faét, one of the difficulties which the writer had 
to encounter; and if he has generally fucceeded, as we 
think he has, in giving the graces of novelty to a very old 
narration, he has dane all that could in reafon be expeéted of 
him. He has fometinies done even more, for he has illuf- 
trated the hiftory of Steele, in particular, by paflages from 
his Effays, which become more delightful his ever, when 
thus viewed as fketches of fo favourite an author, drawn from 
the life by himfelf. This obfervation is exemplified, in the 
very firft page of this Life, in a manner perfeétly affe@ting. 
We find no fault, whatever, with the execution of thefe 
biographical fketches, except that the compiler has omitted 
to mention a preceding writer, to whom he muft have been 
indebted, on many different occafions; namely, Mr. A. 
Chalmers, whofe very excellent lives of the authors of the 
Speétator, and other illuftrations, we commended with great 
juftice at the time of their appearance t. We fhall not give 
any analyfis of Steele's life, the principal features of which 
are fo well known; but fliall content ourfelves with inferting 
the concluding retleétion of the biographer, which flows ‘but 
too naturally from the preceding narrative, and well deferves 
attention, particularly from thofe who are young enough to 


receive it a8 a warning. 


oa, 









s«* DP’ Ifraeli’s Mifcellanies, p. 22." 
t See Brit. Crit, vol, xxiii. p. 548, 
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«€ Let it be impreffed, therefore, on every reader of his life, 
that the moft fplendid abilities, together with a pleafing temper, 
a generous and a feeling heart, are, if unaccompanied by well re. 
gulated affeétions, and a due attention to ftrict juftice and eco. 
momy, not only incapable of producing happinefs, but are even 
frequently productive of extreme mifery.’’ P. 184. 


We fee no reafon to contrevert any opinion of the author, 
in this Efflay, except where he feems to aflent to the fuggef- 
tion, that the dedication to the tra& entitled, ‘* The State of 
the Roman Catholic Religion throughout the World,” ad- 
dreffed to the Pope, was written by poet Hoadley (p. 118). 
To our we exten Sa itis fo ftrongly marked by the peculiar 
humour and vivacity of Steele, as not eafilyto be miftaken. 
Befides which, it appears to be diftinétly claimed by Steele, 
in the Epilogue cand in page 125, where, {peaking of him- 
felf, he fays, 

** In a few months he is not without hope, 
But ’tis a fecret, to convert the pope : 

Of this, however, he'll inform you better, 
Soon as his boline/s receives his letter.’’ 


As the Letter, or Dedication, is here exprefsly avowed by 
Steele himfelf, no other author can poffibly be introduced 
by furmife or conje€ture, in the face of fuch evidence. 

The Second Effay is ‘* on the Style of Steele;”” and con- 
tains many found and ufeful remarks. It is properly ob- 
ferved, that this pleafing writer fometimes offends againtt 

rammar, and fome inftances are given, in proof of the af- 
ertion. One of them, however, is erroneous. ‘* It is not 
Me you are in love with,” is marked as if me was incorreét, 
which it is not; as may be feen, only by changing the pofi- 
tion. of the words, ‘It is not with me chan| you are in 
love;"’ which is perfeétly right, whether the elliptical form 
be uled, or shat be inferted. | 

Dr. D. pices in Effay III, to confider ‘the tafte 
and critical abilities of Steele;'’ and under that head, he 
cites one or two paflages of his author, on the drama of 
his day, which, ftrange to fay,’ apply ftill more ftongly to 
the prefent {tate of dramatic writing than to that of the pe- 
riod, when they were written. 


** There is very little,”’ fays Steele, ** which concerns human 
life, or is a picture of nature, that is regarded by the greater 
part of the company. The underflanding is difmiffed from our en- 
tertainments, Our mirth is the laughter of fools, and our admi- 
ration the wonder of ideots ; el/e fuch improbable, monftrous, and 
inceberent dreams, could not go off as they do; mot only without the 
utmoft fcorn and contempt, but even with the loudeft applanfe and 
approbation.”” P, 208, 
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O for a Steele to correé our ftage again! for to this ve 

int, or rather to one yet lower are we now ye 

hus alfo, in the Tatler, he fays, what a critical obferver 
muft fay, yet more ftrongly, at thishour. — 


‘© Of all men living I pity players (who muft be men of 
underftanding, to be capable of being fuch) that they are obliged 
to repeat and affume proper geftures for reprefenting things, of 
whicl they muft be afhamed, and which chey muft difdain their 
audience for approving.’”’ P. 209. 


That Steele could relifh Shakefpeare, and recommended 
the ufe ef jis dramas to banifh this barbarifm, is then ob« 
ferved; su: ‘ome moft curious inflances are added to fhow 
how imperfe‘tly the great bard was known, and how cares 
tefsly <:ced, even by his few admirers, at that period. This 
Effav, like the preceding, is interefting and judicious. 

Eflay IV, treats of ‘the invention, imagery, and pathos 
of Stcele,”’ and the Vth,” on his ‘* Humour and delineaa 
tion of Charaéter.” Bothof thefe are illuftrated by fuitable 
quotations from the author, and fufhciently eftablith the 
opinions of the Effayift. In the fixth Efflay Dr. Drake takes 
up “the Morality of Steele;” and this, which concludes 
his view of that author’s charaéter, is admirably clofed by 
the following fummary of the whole. , 


“* Having now confidered at fome length the principal features 

of Sir Richard Steele’s literary chara¢ter, as a writer of periodi- 
cal eflays ; we may, as the refult of our enquiry, affirm, that if 
he cannot be diftinguifhed as a man of profound learning, he was 
at leaft intimate with the authors of ancient Rome, and poffefied 
a keen and critical relifli of their elegancies and beauties. 
_ “ In vigour, verfatility, and penetration of intellect, he was 
inferior to none of his contemporaries who figured in the depart. 
ment of general literature ; and though in purity and delicacy of 
tafte, he was certainly not upon a level with Addifon, he was, 
even in thefe qualities, fuperior to moft of the then literary world. 
His countrymen, therefore, jyftly and defervedly confidered him 
as an able arbiter elegantiarum, and in general fubmitted to his 
decifions with deference and efteem. 

** If in his ftyle he was neither peculiarly polithed nor correct, . 
he was feldom deficient in perfpicuity, and his periods ufually 
flow with {pirit and vivacity. 

“* His imagination was fertile, and fometimes. brilliant ; his 
memory ftrong and capacious ; his. powers of ratiocination, for the 
moft part, clear and perfuafive, and his hymour and wit, if not 


— €onfpicuonfly elegant and chafte, were, at leaft, original, full of 


life, - 
» and well applied e i 
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«¢ The great utility of his compofitions, however, arifes prin. 
cipally from his fertility in the delineation of charatter, as found. 
ed on an extenfive knowledge of mankind and its varieties, 
Thefe fketches, which every where diverfify his writings, and 
give them a dramatic cait, are rendered fubfervient to the bef 
purpofes, by teaching through example, of all modes the mot 
impreflive, the nobleft leffons of moral wifdom and domettic 
virtue, 

«« When we duly reflect, therefore, that the long feries of ef- 
fays, including the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, was origi- 
nally planned, and uniformly conducted by Sir Richard Steele ; 
that to him we owe the incorporation and united exertion of the 
firft literary talents of his time (talents ever directed, under his 
fuperintendance and fupport, towards the real improvement of his 
fpecies) ; and that, notwithftanding much calumny and political 
oppofition, much expence and hazard, he vigoroufly perfevered 
in carrying his views into execution; we fhall, without doubr, 
be convinced, that few men have deferved better of fociety ; and 
that no one, every circumftance confidered, can with greater pro- 
pricty be termed a benefactor to mankind.’”’  P. 289. 


We proceed next tothe contemplation of Addifon, the 
** biographical fketch’”’ of whom forms the firft Effay of a 
new ferics. On this we fhall not further remark than to fay, 
that it is in general well arranged and pleafingly written *; 
and that they who are beft acquainted with the general fatts, 
will yet find fomething here to fix and reward their attention. 
The tollowing note we infert, becaufe we are among thole 
who are ready to anfwer the author’s queftion in the afhrm- 
ative, and to defire the publication of the book. Dr. 
Drake here mentioned, ‘was, we prefume, an anceftor of the 
preient winter, 


** T have lately had the pleafure of perufing fome manufcript 
travels in Italy, written upon the plan of Addifon, by the late 
Francis Drake, D.D. ‘They were compofed fo far back as the 
year 1750; but embrace a much wider ficld of illuftration, and 
exhibit a more abundant harvett of claffical quotation, than their 
celebrated predeceflor. ‘The ftyle is familiar, but perfpicuous ; 
and each feene or obje& appears to have been viewed with intelli- 





* A few trifling lapfes of the pen feem hardly werth noticing, 
as a deduction from the merit of the ftyle, for they are in fact 
very trifling: fuch as “ defalcation’’ p. 326 rather improperly 
ufed, and one or two other inftances of ftill lefs confequence. 
** Detalcation’’ occurs again, for defeét, which it does not fig- 
nify, in Vol. 11. p. r4t. Defaleation means the taking away of 
fomething which did exit, not an inherent fault or deficiency. 
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gerit affiduity, and with a warm attachment to the ftudy of Ro. 
manantigquity. They would form a handfome volume in quarto ; 
and if it be confidered that travels of this nature are, im fact, 
rendered more valuable by the lapfe of time, and the devaftations 
of conquett, their publication at the prefent period may probably 
not be deemed altogether ufelefs or ili-timed. I have written 
th's note with a view of enquiring how far fuch a work may be 
thought acceptable in the literary world.’’ P. 323. 


With this E.fay on the Life of Addifon, the firft volume 
concl ides. ‘The fecond volume contains five more Effays, 
all having reference to the genius and merits of Addifon, as 
enumerated ina former part of this article. They all poflefs 
contiderable merit, both critical and hiftorical; and the firft 
of them, “ onthe Progrefs and Merits of Englith Style, &c.” 
is particularly judicious and initructive , containing exam- 
ples well feletted, and refleétions very properly fubjoined or 
premifed. If we fhould differ trom the author in his judg- 
ment on any example, it would be on that from Shaftetbury, 
of which he fays, that ** it is not eafy to fay whether bilhancy 
of language or fublimity of imagination be moft apparent.” 
Part of this is true; but the language abounds, as profe, 
with one grofs fault,. which the critic does not feem to have 
oblerved ; it runs continually into blank verfe; the moft 
abortive effort at elevating a profaic ftyle that can be ima- 
gined. For example, 


‘* Behold, through a vaft tract of fky before us, 
The mighty Atlas rears his lofty head 
Cover’d with fnow, 
Above the clouds. Beneath the mountain's foot 
The rocky country rifes into hills ; 
A proper bafis of the ponderous mats 
Above : 
Where huge embody’d rocks lie pil’d on ove another, and feem 
to prop the high arch of heaven. 
See, with what trembling fteps poor mankind tread 
The narrow brink of the deep precipices, 
From wkence with giddy horror they look down, 
Mittrufting even the ground which bears them ; whilft 
They hear the hollow found of torrents underneath 
And fee the ruin of the impending rock, : 
With falling trees which hang with their roots upward, 
And feem to draw more rum atier ’em.’’ Vol. 11. p. go. 


In all this paffage we have not changed a fingle word.— 
We remember a modern author coming before us, on whefe 


feeble attempts at a fine flyle we palled no other cenfure, 
L2 than 
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chan that of fhowing that it ran thus into blank verfe; which 
we thought, and probably our readers {clt, co be the mot 
effefiuuai condemnation. We cannot but regret, therefore, 
that fo found a critic as Dr. Drake fhould have overlooked 
this fault, im the paifage thus cited from Shattefbery, and 
produced it asa ipecimen of fine writing. (rood examples 
might perhaps have been tound, but this, untorttnately, 1s 
net one. In his cenfure of the faults of the fame author, 
he as pertettly correc. 

In the Effay, ** on tue Critical Abilities and Talte of Ad- 
dilon, (p. | i7). Dr. D. introduces an hiftorical view of 
critical works previoutly extiting in our language, which 1s 
plealing and fatistatiory. The Eflay* on the Humour and 
Comic Painting of Acdifon,”’ p. 198) evinces a moft com- 
plete tamuliarity with bis writings, and is happrly iluftrated 
by the introduction of tlie papers im the Freeholder, in which 
the charatter otthe Tory Fox-hunter is drawn with fuch m- 
mitabie fkill and pleafantry. The fifth Effay ‘* on the Fa- 
ble, Lmagery, and Allegory of Addifon,’’ (p. 219) is parti- 
oujarly rich tn elegant riluitrations, and contains a view ot 
orental poetry, which, on the authority of Profeffor Car- 
lyle and others, happily reicues it trom the much too gene- 
rak amputation of turgidity; and fhows tliat, in the beft ages 
ot Arabian compoiition, both their profe and verfe were 
calungusihed by true taite and elegant fimplicity. 


4 


* So early,’’ fays he, “* as the commencement of the 7th cen- 
tury, the Arabian poetry and language had obtained confiderable 
exeellence ; and trom the age of Ledid, a poet contemporary with 
Mahommed, to the extinction of the Khalifat by the Tartars, che 
compofitions of the Arabians ceafed not to do honour to their 
covntry and thetr genius. 

_ “* Durog this iiluttrious period, and efpecially during the firtt 
hve centuries of the Hegira, the elegant iiterature of the Ara- 
bians, both in profe and verie, was remarkabie for its fimplicity, 
energy, and beauty of ityle; and whether a poem or a tale were 
produced, true talte was ieldom violated by the introduétion of 
g'afing metaphor, or pompous language.’’ P. 222. 


On cus ground he juftly contraits to ther ancient: pre- 
cuétions, (hole of a medern date, fuch as ide Tales of Ines 
wide; and adds wih great truuh— 
“* dt ts to be regreted, that, cither from ignorance or falfe 
take, ihe smiiators of Ormiiial table have, in general, rather 
choita oO copy the tumud a. ic, W hich, for ieme centuries, bas 
rewanled ameag the profe writers of Perfia, than the pure ant 
sumet mannes of what may be tecmed the cladical authors. of 
Arabia- 
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Arabia. Hence we have been deluged with foeh a quantity of 
bloated compofition, under the title of oriental tales. A moft 
ftriking exception, however, to this crroneous tafle, we 

in the writings of Addifon, whofe eaftern tales and a 

are written in language of the greateft fimpliecity and pwrity,'* 
P. 226. 


In the third volume, Dr. Drake had, perhaps, the moft 
arduous part of his tafk to perform, He was there to ‘give 
{hort accounts of forty-fix different authors; and yet to 
avoid both trite remark, and farmenete of compofition. In 
this, we think, he has very fully (uceeeced. He has touehed 
his fubje&t, where common, fo as \o adorn it; and has 
brought forward a few notices of authors, white: memortral 
has feldom betore been traced. ‘To give {pecimens of thefe 
memoirs, would render us much too diffule in our acecownt, 
but we partic ularly recommend to the notice of the reader 
the fynoptical tables of the writers in the Tatler, Spettator, 
and Guardian, which are inferted in pages 376-379 of 
vol, ut. 

As the firft Effay inthis work deferibes the {tate of Englith 
fociety, when thefe periodical papers were taken up, {6 the 
laf, with propriety, examines into their permanent effeét on 
morals and behavioar. The conclufion is fo important, and 
fo jult, that we eannot deny ourfelves the pleafure of tran- 
leribing it entire. 


‘ The refult,’’ he fays, ‘* of the publication of the Tatler, 
Spectator, and Guardian, has been of the firft national importance, 
Che diffufion of private virtue and wifdom muft neceffarily tend 
to purify and enlighten the general mafs ; and experience in every 
age has proved, that the ftrength, the weight, and profperity of 
a nation, are better founded on knowledge, morality, and found 
lieeratwre, than on the unftable effects of : onqueft or commerce, 
Rational liberty, indeed, can only be fupported by integrity and 
ability ; and it ig of little confequence to the man who feels for 
the honour of his {pecies, and who kno: ws properly to value the 
chara¢ter of a freeman, that his country jas {tretched her arms 
over half the globe, .if, at the fame time, {he be immerfed in vice, 
in laxury, and fenfuality, and fubjetted to the debafing caprices 
and controul of tyranny. 

‘© It is but juft, therefore, to infer, that the periodical writ. 
ings of Addifon and Steele have contributed inore effentially to 
the national good, to the political influence even, and flabtlity 
of the Britifh empire, tham ail the efforts of her warriors, how. 
ever great or glorious. By expan ding the inceilett, and improv. 
ing the morals of the people; by . -cmoting liberal educs: ion and 
tree enquiry, they have — Lig 0 stuud, and to 
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appreciate duly, the principles of genuine liberty ; and confe. 
quently to value highly, and defend ftrenuoufly the conftitation 
under which they live. Chey have, by diverting and invigo. 
rating the energies of fociety, given a manly tone to the national 

character: an effet which can never: be elicited, beneath the 
clouds of ignorance and immorality ; and which depends not on 
the tleetin £ conte quences ¢ t military prowefs, | but upon the majo- 
rity of the people thinking and atting juftly for themfelves, from 
that knowledge of political good, and that rational love of hetr 
country, from thofe pure principles, and virtuous motives, whick 
could only have been diffeminated through the medium of writers, 
who, like the auchors of the Spe¢tator, have permanently and 
extenfively exerted their moral and intellectual influence over the 
general mind. 

‘« Ig fhort, if we compare the ftate of foctety, private and 
public, as it appeared previous and fubfequent to the appearance 
of Addifon and Steele, we ihall not for a moment hefitate to af. 
fert, not only that Great Britain is indebted to thefe illuftrious 
writers, for a moit falutary revolutson, in the realms of litera. 
ture and tattle, for a mode of compotition, which, in a mere i:te- 
rary view has been of great and p! rogretlive utility ; but that a 
very large portion of the moral and political g good, which fhe now 


enpoys, is to be afcribed to the ‘ir exe rtions—to efforts WwW hic h ejNle 
title them to the glorious appellations of genuine patrons and uni. 
verfal benefactors.’’ P. 400. 


Such is the conclufion ot a work, which, in every poimt af 
view, does credit to the writer. ‘he external appearance 
) | eat a rd elegant, and, throughout the volumes 

of the republithed eflays, doubtlefs deferves the encomium 
with which Dr. D, has ventured to conclude his pretace. 
He prailes the ecutor, i the editor has certainly abundant 
reaion to be fatisfied with his author. It is in contemplation 
> prepare limilar Effays tor the jater periodical works, and 
we have evei ¥ reaion tO auvur©r Ww ell Ot the r execution, trom 
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tion; but yet gives an admirable reafon for making them 
public. 


‘ Though,’’ fays he, ** the fubje€ts to which the writers of 
fermons folicit the attention of the public cannot be new, and 
at this late period. of the Chriftian Church, even novelty of illuf. 
tration is fearcely to be expected ;’’ yet ‘* the fubjects which 
they profefs to difcufs are of perpetual importance to mankind, 
and involve their moft permanent interefts ; and though the truths 
of religion are always the fame, the manners of the world and the 
charaéters of men, to which they _ to be applied, are fobject 
to perpetual variations. ‘Though the fame dottrines and duties 
are inculeated in the prefent age which were preached in the a 
of the apoftles ; and though nothing can be added either to thetr 
fubftance or to their authority ; itis of the laft importance to 
direct them to the confciences of men in every age, and to their 
living manners: to combat the circumftances which rife in fac. 
ceffion to obftru€& their influence, and to take advantage of the 
variety of faéts and events, which occur in the progrefs of human 
affairs, by which they can be enforced and illuftrated,’’ P, ix, 


Though this is a fair reafon to give for the publication of 
any fermons ‘o good as thofe of the worthy Baronet, yet he 
fill profeffes to addrefs them chiefly to the congregation for 
whom they were originally prepared; among whom, it feems, 
out of the thirty-four years that he has been a minifter, he 
has officiated thirty, 

Much as the learned author difclaims all pretenfions to 
novelty, yet there is certainly no {mall degree of originality 
difcernible in moft of thefe difcourfes. They are not com- 
mon fermons, by any means, and whatever the truths may be 
that they inculcate, the ftyle and manner in which they are 
difeuffed and recommended are for the moft partnew. The 
text and title of the fecond fermon {truck us as fomething 
fingular; ‘* Jefus faid to his difciples, gather up the trag- 
ments that remain that nothing be loft ; or the title runs, 
“on the minute improvement of the bleffings of Provi- 
dence,” of which the learned author treats under the follow. 
ing he ads, ‘* the fragments,” of the provilion made for our 
a neceffities ; ‘the fragments,” of our time; ‘* the 

‘ragments,’” of our private comfort or of our perfonal advan. 
tages; ‘* the fragments,” of our health or of our vigour.” 
This, we doubt not, will feem new to many of our readers, 
but the difcourfe itfelf isan admirable one, and if our limits 
would allow of it, and we had it not in view to feleét fome 
paflages as {pecimens ot the work from other parts of the 
volume, we fhould gladly infert fome extraéts trom this. par- 
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ticular fermon ; the title however leads us to obferve that 
the author feems fond of the term ** minute,” which he fre. 
uently ules, and not unfrequently in a way to which our 
Sanhern ears are unaccuftomed, as ‘‘ thé minute prattice of 
religion,” ‘* eny other minute examples,”’ ‘* the minute pro. 
i of religion,”’ &c. From the 1vth fermon preached 
on the faft-day 1801, we cannot refrain tran{cribing the fol- 
lowing too jut pi€ture of modern lovers of pleafure. 


“* The apoftle fays of ‘* the perilous times,’’ that men fhall 
then ‘* be lovers of pleafure more than lovers of God.”’ 

“€ Thof who are accuftomed to obferve and to eftimate living 
manners, cannot but perceive, how high the encreafing luxury and 
wealth of our country have raifed ‘* the love of pleafure ;’’ how 
it has grown and fpread from the firit to the laft orders of the 
people ; how almoft every intereft and purfuit gives way to it 
among the higher ranks ; and how much even the middle orders 
of men facrifice to it, of their health, of their precious time, of 
their money, of their labour, of their private comfort, of their 
domeftic habits, of their ferious hours, and of their beft duties. 

** One clafs of men purfue it as their chief bufinefs ; and ano. 
ther clafs, who profefs to cultivate more fobriety of mind, find 
themfelves unable either to reftrain or to refift the torrent of 
fafhionable manners, notwithftanding the preffure both of war and 
of famine*, and the cries of poverty around them. ‘They ad- 
mi’, that we are receiving the moft ftriking admonitions of Pro- 
vidence ; they do not profefs to difregard them ; and yet at this 
moment the fuccetfion of their feftivities is fearcely kept from en- 
croaching on the folemnities of religion. The love of pleafure is 
the predominating paffion of the prefent times; which gathers 
fuel and ome om from all our profperity, and which receives 
fearcely any check from our heavieft and moft humbling calami- 
ties. 

“* Can it be ferioufly denied, that men of the prefent time * are 
lovers of pleafures more than lovers of God ?’’ What fpecies or 
form of pleafures do they deliberately and permanently facrifice 
to their fenfe of God; to the warnings he has given them; to 
the prefent afpeét of Providence around them; or to the general 
confiderations of duty or religion ? They afflume ‘‘ the form of 
godiinets,’’ aid are forward in exprefling their zeal for maintain- 
ing it. Bor in their perfonal conduét, do they relinquifh either 
their pleafures or their butinefs, that ** they may fanétify the 
Lord s day, or keep it holy ;’’ or do they give their time, or 
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_ © The {carcity and exorbitant price of provifions were at this 
time moft fevercly felt,’? 
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give their perfonal countenance, even to “ the form of godlinefs,** 
jor which they profefs to contend ? 

«« There is a great variety of characters amongft us. But FE 
fay it confidently, chat there is in the prefent time a more marked 
difrefpe&t to the ordinances of religion, more of the purfuit of 
pleafure in defiance of the authority of religion, and more open 
profanations of the Lord's Day, (which becomes more and more 
a day both of pleafure and of bufinefs) than has ever before been 
obferved in this place. 

“« It is obvious that I do not {peak of thofe who have in any 
degree imbibed the fpirit of irreligion*. But I refer to multi- 
tudes of men who have of late been the moft clamorous againit 
the effects of infidelity, and who, from political motives, have 
éexprefled much folicitude to preferve our religious inftitations, 

“« If they have ever been in cameft in the attachment they have 
profeffed to the ordinances of Chrift, they have at leaft proved 
themfelves ‘* to be lovers of pleafares more than lovers of God.’* 
They have at leaft proved, that in whatever light they regard 
“ the form,’’ they explicitly “ deny the power of godlinefs ;’’ 
fince they do not permit the awe of God cither to fet bounds to 
their pleafures, or to determine their conduct. 

“What cart come more dire¢tly home to the apoftle’s defcrip. 
tion of the perilous times? Men give themfelves to pleafures 
and not to God. ‘Though they contend for * the forms’’ of ex. 
ternal religion as a political fyftem, ‘‘ they deny’’ or difavow 
“the power of godlinefs,’’ in as far as it is hoftile to their 
manners, and forbids the pleafures which they will not aban. 
don.”’ P. 123. 


The vth fermon ‘ on chriftian faith and morality,”’ has 
many pafages in it which we could with to tranfcribe, but 
the following are fo immediately oppofed to the errors of 
thofe who are for feparating the morality of the golpel from 
its doétrines, that we think them particularly deferving of 
attention. ? 


‘© There are many ways in which unbelievers difguife their 
averfion to the Chriftian doétrine, when they are unwilling to 
avow it, and in which the falfe pretenders to Chiriftianity conceal 
their indifference. But there is no expedient which they more 
frequently adopt, or in which they are more generally united, 
than that by which they endeavour to fet the morality of the 
gofpel in oppofition to its doctrines: when they reprefent the 
diftinguifhing doctrines of Chriftianity, either as matters of no 
intrinfic importance, or as fubjects ‘ of doubtful difputation ;’* 
while they affeét to extol its morality, as containing within it. 





* It is printed religion, but the author’s meaning is manifett. 
Rev, 
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felf every thing which is valuable in religion, or which ought to 
be intel iting to mankind. 

* The morality ot the gofpel is indeed of the laf importance ; 
and is pure as the fource from which it comes. It embraces the 
full extent of human obligations. It is the clear and indifpenfi- 
ble rule by which the believers of Chriftianity are required to 
prove the fincerity and the ftedfaftnefs of their faith ; the decifive 
rule by which their characters are to be eftimated i in. this world, 
and by which their fideliry thall at laft be tried at the tribunal of 
God. I thail be able to thew, under the fecond branch of the fub- 
ject, how eflential to Chrittianity its morality is, and ef how 
much importance 1t muit always be, that the believers fhould be 
anited in mainiaining | its authority. 

‘*¢ But, .n che mean time, let us not be perverted by words or 
founds, fo as to belicve it poffibie, that the morality of the gof- 
pel can, in any initance, be tubfitcuted in piace of its doctrines, 
oron any pretence fet in oppofition to them, 

‘ On this fubject, I befeech you to confider, 

*€ (i.) That Chriftianity has given no new or peculiar deli. 
neation of moral dutics, different from that which was given 
under the ancient difpenfation ; and that it has added nothing to 
the fyitem of morality, excepting the peculiar principles or autho. 
rity by which it has entorced 11. 

‘** The love ot God, and the love of our neighbour, were the 
fummary of moral duiies under the law of Mofes, as well as by 
the law ot Chr.ft ; and the particular duties belonging to each of 
thefe Spearman. were as clearly reprefented by the one as by 
the other. he sigan of the fam: morality was even taught 
to the Heathens as well as to the Jews; tho ugh not only with. 
out the advant age of a pure re lig on to rluftrate or enforce it, but 

intermixed with incalculable fources of pervertion, refulting from 
the taife and pernicious maxims which the wifeft Heathens adopt- 
ed, as well as from the influence of barbarous fuperftitions and 
idolatries. , 

“The gofpel is certainly far fuperior to every other doétrine 
or fyitem of moral initruction; but it claims its pre-eminence, 
not becaufe it lays down moral duties, which were not taught or 
known before its promulgation, but on account ef the peculiar 
motives or fanétions by which it enforces its morality. For it 
is unpotible not to admit, that Chriftian morals are brought home 
to the confciences of mankind, by confiderations, of which it was 
not pofiible thar cither Jews or Heathens could avail themfelves. 

** On the other hand, it muft be obvious, that as foon as we 
take this view of the fubject, we admit the importance of the dif- 
tinguifhing doctrines of the gofpel; for in them, and in them 
zione, are to be found the peculiar princ iples by which Chriftia- 
nity profeffes to enforce the obligation of moral duties. It ree 
preients tO us, no doubt, every con tideration arifing trom our pre- 
feut comuition which can have any influence in perfuading - 
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Rut its chief and moft impreflive arguments for a holy life are 
fuch as the following : That ‘* the grace of God, which bringeth 
falvation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying un- 
godlinefs and worldly lutts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly, in this prefent world ; looking for that blefled hope and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift; who gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works* :’’ That ‘if God fo loved us, we ought alfo to 
love one anothert :’? ‘* That Chrift died for all, that they who 
live fhould not henceforth live to themfelves, but unto him whe 
died for them and rofe againt :’’ That ‘‘ toevery one of us is 
given grace according to the meafure of the gift of Chrift§ ;°* 
and that ‘ the fmall and the great’? fhall ftand at laft before the 
judgment.feat of Chrift, to receive fentence, ‘* every man ac. 
cording as his works have been.’’ 

‘ It is impoffible to think of morality, as the morality of the 
gofpel, without referring it directly to thefe, or to fimilar confide. 
rations, by which it is the peculiar office and object of the New 
Teftament to enforce it. Referred to thefe principles, the mora- 
lity of Chriftianiry is incorporated with its effential dottrines ; 
and it cannot be feparated from them, without ceaiing to be Chrif- 
tian morality. 

“ The faith of the gofpel’’ not only fuggefts to us found or 
ufeful motives to holinefs of life, bat it is, in every inftance, the 
beft fecurity both of our ardour and fidelity in our perfonal duties. 
The apoftle Paul, after enumerating to Titus || the leading doc. 
trines of grace and fanctification reprefented in the gofpel, fub- 
joins to his enumeration thefe remarkable words: ‘* This is a 
faithful faying (or, this is faithful and found dottrine), and thefe 
things (or, thefe doétrines) I will that thou affirm conftantly, 
to the end that** they who have believed in God may be care- 
ful to maintain good works: Thefe things are good and profi. 
table unto men.’’ He fuppofes, not only that the moft effectual 
mode of teaching Chriftian morality confifts in the faithful ap. 
plication of the doctrines of redemption, to inculcate or to en. 
force moral duties ; but that the peculiar dottrines of Chrift are 
to be conftantly taught or affirmed, with the exprefs purpofe and 
defign of purfuading the believers to be ftedfaft in ‘* maintain- 
ing good works.’’ He who departs from the doétrines of the 
golpel, under the pretence of extolling its morality, relinquifhes 
the Lubfiance of Chriftian morals, as effectually as he abandons 
the foundations of a Chriftian’s hope. 

‘* I befeech you to confider, 

‘« (2.) What the morality is, which is induftrioufly feparated 
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from the dottrines of Chriftianity, or is inculcated independent of 
its relation to them. 

‘© When J fay that morality is feparated from Chriftianity, | 
do not mean: to affirm, that this is always dire¢tly done. It hap. 
pens more frequently, that the dogtrines of the gofpel are pafled 
over in filence, or are treated as fubjects which a very wife or en. 
lightened man does not think ic neceflary minutely to confider ; 
while moral duties are flated with few exceptions, as if they had 
no reference to them. 

¢ Is the morality which is thus inculcated, the pure, the ani. 
werfal, the watchful, or the uniform morality reprefented in the 
gofpel ? On the contrary, it is a morality which has feidom any 
relation to God, or to the duties which we owe to him ; a mora. 
fity which applies chiefly, or entirely, to our prefent interefts ; 
the morality which-the fafhion, or the general manners of the 
world, require ; the morality which derives its chief motives 
from prefent fituations, and from prefent events ; the morality of 
eafy, pliant, and conciliating manners, which neither bears hard 
on the vices, nor goes deep into the confeiences of mankind ; the 
morality by which men learn to declaim againit religious zeal, 
and againft every thing which has the afpect either of {crupulous 
holinefs, or of earneft religion; but which can teach them to look, 
without any diffatisfaction or murmur, on the diflipations of the 
world, on the profane, and on the fenfual, and on the oppreffors, 
and on the hardened. 

«* Men of found underftanding ought to be able to determine for 
themfelves, whether this is the morality of the gofpel which is 
inculcated with fearcely any relation to it, and from every mo- 
tive rather than the motives of religion ; in which the leffons of 
moral duty, feparated from the language of Chrittianity, are every 
day brought nearer to the maxims and to the manners of the 
world ; and from which men learn, or are taught to believe, that 
wretched as their progrefs is in moral duties, they muft derive 
from it their only hope of falvation. 

** The unbeliever, and the falfe profeffor of Chriftianity, infen- 
fibly adopt the fame language. Under the pretence of fetting 
morality and Chriftianity at variance, they unite their endeavours 
to fap the foundations of both. They firft banith from their 
thoughts the fubftance, or the peculiar tenets of the gofpel, as a 
metaphyfical fyitem which may well be fpared. When they 
have effected this, their work is almoft done: for the morality 
which they profefs to retain, is eafily reconciled to the vices of 
the world; and though it were pure, foon becomes a dead letter, 
feparated from the principles.or motives which can alone fupport it. 

*€ |t is impoffible not to remark, befides, that the fapple and 
accommodating morality, which bends to every fafhion, and ac- 
cords with every new opinion; which ftartles at every approach 
of zeal for religion, but which fears nething from the lips of un- 
godlinefs or of infidelity 5 is in its moft favourable afpect, at or 
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far removed from the holinefs of heart and life, by which the 
found believers of the gofpel are reprefented in the New Tefta- 
ment, as becoming ‘* the temple of God,’’ and as ‘* having the 
fpirit of God dwelling in them*.’’ P. 142. 


“It is impoffible not to be fenfible of the fuperior advantage 
of that morality, which can effectually. perfuade a faichful man 
that he poffeffes, by the fpirit of Chrift, a ftrength above his 
own, which is fufficient to qualify him for every duty, which is 
equal to every difficulty, and which muft be fuperior to all temp. 
tations. He who truly believes this in his own cafe, will not 
foon be thaken in his refolution ‘* to keep himfelf unfpotted from 
the world.’ Depending on himfelf, he 1s often made fenfible of 
his weaknefs. Relying on the promife of Chrift, “ he takes to 
himfelf the whole armour of God ;’’ and ‘* the God of hope fills 
him with all peace and joy in believing.”’ < All things are thus 
made poflible to him who believeth ;’’ and he will not fhrink 
from his duty when the day of trial comes.’’ P. 162. 


We fhould not have-inferted fo long an extra& but with 
a view to particular peer of the prefent day, which 
require an antidote of this nature. The length of this quo- 
tation however will oblige us to be more concife in regard to 
the reft of thefe interelting difcourfes. They all deferve our 
commendation notwithftanding fome peculiarities of ftyle, 
and idiomatical expreiiions. The viithfermon, “ onthe in- 
heritance of a good man’s children,” has many interefting 
paflages ; the following fhort one we fhall feleét, as it feems 
to releimble in fonse degree the flyle of Bifhop Taylor. 


“« The teftimony of ages fhews that this law has its full effect, 
and warrants the confidence with which devout men commit their 
children to God. ‘The hiftory of human life is the record of 
Providence; and it is not the leaft interefting volume of this re. 
cord, which contains the events by which Providence has raifed 
up the children of the faithful beyond all the hopes of their fa- 
thers. 

“One man fends forth his children into the world without 
wealth and without friends, with no advantages but the inftruce 
tion he has given them, and his blefling, and his prayers; and 
the hand of the Lord is with them; and they profper in their 
honourable labours ; and they gain the efteem and confidence of 
ftrangers ; and God raifes up a friend when they need his help; 
and the courfe of unforefeen events opens to them a facceffion of 
new refources ; and they reach a condition to which they were 
not born; arid they return with wealth and honour into the 
bofom of their father’s houfe ; and he lives ftill, to give thanks 
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to the God of his fathers; and his latter days are happier than 
his firit. : 

‘* Another man has only lived to embrace his children, and to 
commend them to God. They are helplefs infants, caft on the 
care of Providence ; but they are chofen to be eminent examples 
of the faithfulnefs of God. He raifes up men of different views 
and chara¢ters to fulfil to them the duties of a father. By their 
means they enjoy more liberal advantages than their parents could 
have given them; and even the circumitance which has deprived 
them of the benefits of paternal care, is ufed by Providence to 
aflure them of the means of profperity. They become more the 
objects of — than they would have been in their original 
fituation. ‘They enjoy opportunities of exertion and fuccefs, 
from which a more profperous beginning would have naturally 
excluded them. If they experience the help of their father’s 
friends, they are as often indebted to the kindnefs of a ftranger. 
‘They are able at laft to bring forward one another, and to be ufe. 

ful to other men. Andt hey remember together, with affection 
and reverence, the virtues and the prayers ot a father, which Pro. 
vidence has confecrated as ** an inheritance’’ to them. 

‘€ The conduct of Providence in fimilar cafes, is too much di- 
verfified to be reprefented in detail. But if we fhall look into 
the various departments ot human life, and confider by whom they 
are occupied ; if we fhall recollect the hiftory of the worthy, the 
active, the prolpereus, the opulent men; we fhall find that no 
{mail ye tion of them have been the children of Providence. 
We shail fee among them men who have derived nothing from 
their tachers but the effects of paternal virtues; men who have 
been brought forward by the help to which they were confcious of 
no claim, and ot which they had no natural expectations ; inen who 
have been indebted to events which are denominated the accidents 
of lite, which, though untorefeen by men, are the decrees of God ; 
men who have found patronage and prote¢tion where they leatt 
expected them, and at the moit critical feafons, and whofe fuccefs 
has exceeded all their comyputations ; men who look back with 
complacency on the humble fphere in which their fathers ferved 
God, “* in the labour of love’’ and. of good works, and who 
have the pure fatisfaction of believing, that ‘* their prayers and 
their alms have come up before God, as a memorial *’’ for them.’’ 


, 
tr. Zi gs 





This is throughout an excellent fermon; i was preached 
before the Socicty of the Sons of the Clergy of the Church 
of Scotland in the year 1792, and gives. a molt fatisfattary 
account of the indtituuon and of the management and appli- 
cation of the charnyv. The xth lermon on the general {pi- 
rit and effects of « hiatlanaity is not only excellent in iti elf, but 
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iluftrated by very learned and judicious notes, efpecially on 
the fuperior attention paid to the poor under the golpe!, rather 
than under any other fyftem of religion or politics. ‘The fol- 
lowing extraét from the x11ith fermon is upon fo interefting 
a fubjett, that we are tempted not to withhold it. 


“ We enter naturally into the happinefs which we fuppofe to 
arife, in the invifible world, from the progrefs and perfection of 
the human mind. We anticipate, without an effort, the enjoy. 
ments refulting from the full exercife of our faculties, in their 
moft perfect ftate, on the variety of the works of God. And 
why may we not fuppofe, that thofe who have, in this life, de. 
rived their chief delight, and their moft important occupations, 
from the culture awd exertion of their yntellectual powers, will 
in a more eminent degree, than men whofe minds have been dif- 
ferently directed, derive from the fame fources, both their pecu. 
liar employments, and the happinefs refulting from them ; after 
they fhall have rifen toa fuperior order of intelligent {pirits, and 
thall be in a capacity to contemplate, with enlarged and vigorous 
faculties, the expanded and eternal glory, which is veiled from 
mortal eyes ? 

‘* We can imagine, in like manner, that thofe who receive 
their chief fatisfactions in this world, from the exercife of kind 
affections, or from good works; from the ardour with which 
they affift other men, or from their ufefulnefs and fidelity in the 
Lord, will receive a proportional diftinétion and pre-eminence in 
the world to come. We can believe that this will be the faét, 
not merely in refpect of the relation which the fulnefs of their re. 
ward will bear to their pait fervice, but alfo, becaufe their pecu- 
liar joys, in the kingdom of heaven, will refult from the progrefs 
and perfection of the fame general chara¢ter, which diftinguithes 
them in the prefent life ; becaufe they are deftined to become the 
ardent and active inftruments of happinefs to other worlds, or will 
be permitted to affitt the fervice, and to add to the enjoyments, 
ef the bleffed fpirits, w ith whom they are at lait to dwell, 

** In this view of the fubject, it is natural co imagine, that the 
attachments and recolle¢tions of the prefent lite will not be loft in 
the kingdom of heaven. The gofpel uniformly connects the 
happinefs of glorified faints, with cheir affociation together, and 
with the multitude of thofe who are employed in the fame oc. 
cupations, or enjoy the fame felicity. The apoftles {peak of thofe 
who are ‘* their hope, their joy, their crown of rejoicing, their 
glory, at the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift*:’’ And ‘* they 
that be wife,’’ are athrmed ‘* to fhine as the brightnefs of the fir. 
manent, and they that turn many to righteoufnets, as the ftars, for 





‘6o*, Theff. i. 10, 20.”" 


































168 Sir H. M. Wellwood’s Sermons. 


ever and ever*.’’ Our Lord refers his difciples to the day when 
*¢ he will drink new wine with them, in the kingdom of his Fa. 
ther ;’’ and he tranfmits it as a fact to every age of the world, 
that, among thofe whom he felected for his perfonal intercourfe on 
earth, there was one difciple+, and one family t, whom he loved 
with a peculiar kindnefs and affectien. 

«« Thefe circumftances render it at leaft a probable, as it is a 
delightful fuppofition, that thofe who have been endeared to us, 
by the affections of the prefent life, will be peculiar objets of our 
attention in a happier world. The chief felicity of glorified 
faints is no doubt derived from their communion with the 
everlafting Father,’’ ‘* of whom are all things,’’ and with “ the 
only begotten of the Father, by whoa are all things.’’ Eve 
individual creature, in * the Father’s kingdom,’’ wali befides 
be qualified to promote the happinefs of thofe with whom he is af. 
fociated ; and, bearing ‘* the image of the invifible God,’’ will 
himfelf be an object of general kindnefs and affection. But we 
are notwithitanding permitted, or naturally led, to believe, that 
thofe to whom we have been intimately united in the prefent life, 
and who are with us ** partakers of the glory hereafter to be re- 
vealed,’’ will be ina peculiar degree, or ina manner peculiar to’ 
themfelves, the companions of our fervice, or the affociates in our 
happtnefs. 

‘* “Phe manner in which we are to exift, after the refurre€tion of 
the dead, may have more analogy to our prefent ftate, than we 
can now venture to affirm: and, on the other hand, it is equally cer- 
tain, that many objetts of our prefent affections, on which we fet 
a value beyond their worth, and which we allow ourfelves to re. 
gret in vain, will be ultimately loft to us, becaufe they cannot 
enter into ‘ the kingdom of Chrift and of God.’’- But itisa 
fifticient confolation to believe, that all the happinefs, which we 
have ac prefent good reafon, cither to value or to regret, and 
which is capable, from its nature and fubftance, of being renewed 
in the invifible world, will be at laft reftored to us in a better 
form, than that in which we have enjoyed it in this life. We 
fhall poffefs it without interruption for ever, incorporated with 
the views, and with the happinefs of fuperior beings. Like the 
feraphims who execute the decrees of God, and proclaim his glory, 
we thall go to our appointed fervice with thofe, who are deftined 
to take the moft affectionate intereft in our felicity. The fide- 
lity, which was begun on earth, will be perfected in heaven ; and 
the fervice, which is beyond the {phere of mortal beings, will 


be the fignal of everlafting union and aétivity among the fons 
of God.’’ P. 435. 
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We have endeavoured to do juftice to the learned and 
pious author, by fuch extraéts from his work, as our limits 
would allow us to infert, but we muft confefs that they are 
but few of very many that we could have feletted ; and we 
have no hefitation in faying that by far the greater part of 
the book, if not the whole, will be found equal to the {peci- 
mens here prefented to the reader. 





Art. VI. The Naval Surgeon ; comprifing the entire Duties 
of Profeffional Men at Sea. To whtch are fubjoined, a Sy/- 
tem of Naval Surgery, and a compendisus Pharmacopeia. 
The Whole illujtrated by Plates. By William Turnbull, 
A.M. Fellow of the Medical Societies of London and Edin- 
burgh, Sc. 8vo. 412 ppe 98. 6d. Phillips. 1806. 


;;VERY attempt to fave the lives, and alleviate the fuf- 

 ferings of thofe valuable men, on whom the glory and 
fafety of Britain d epends, deferves encouragement. And 
perhay ips the progrefs and utility of the art of medicine can- 
not be more ftrikingly proved, than by the fuperior heajth 
of feamen in the prelent day, when compared to their un. 
happy flate in former times. All ancient books of voyages 
are filled with the moft difmal accounts of the mortality and 
fufferings of the crews from difeafes; whereas now feamen 
hardly fuffer more from that caufe, than the reft of mane. 
kind, 

The work before us is compofed by a perfon who is mafter 
of a good ftyle, who poffefles an extenfive portion of medical 
knowledge, and is praétically converfant in the diftempers 
incident to feamen. 

[t is not to be expeéted that all parts of the work fhould 
be equally well executed. That which relates peculiarly to 
the fea fervice is better, than what applies to difeafes in ge- 
neral. The author treats at length of the means of preventing 
difeafes ; and on the fubjett of clothing, he obferves, that the 
thoughtle is charatter of feamen who rarely think of the mor- 
row, renders them unfit to be trufted to provide an appro- 
priate drefs for themfelves. As long as this prattice conti- 
nues, all thofe complaints which originate either from ex- 
cefs or detect of clothing muft continue to abound in our 
nav V- 


** Nay, it would be advifable, that a feaman fhould have littk 
in his power with refpect to his own drefs. In general indivi- 
M duals 
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duals of his clafs are too indolent to fuit their drefs to circum. 
ftances, untefs they are forced to it ; nor is any thing more com. 
mon, than to fee fome of them w ith linen trowfers in the fe ‘verity 
of winter, and a pair of greafy woollen ones in the hottet fum. 
mer. 

«It is on this principle, that many intelligent naval praétiti. 
oners have propofed a general uniform for feamen; and it is a 
matter of aflonifhment, that fuch a plan has not been put in prac. 
tice, as it would both prevent the fale of their clothes, and de. 
rect deferters. Apparel might be manufactured of a particular 
kind of cloth, and an act of parliament pafled, to enforce the fame 
regulations and penalties as are ufual in th: army. 

‘€ The uniform fhould confift of a blue jacket, with a fleeve and 
cape of the fame, and lined with thin white flannel ; a waiftcoat 
of white cloth, trimmed with blue tape ; blue trowfers or panta. 
loons, of the fame cloth with the jacket, for winter, and linen or 
cotton trowfers, either ftripped blue and white, or all white, for 
fummer: check fhirt, and black filk neckcloth. <A_ button of 
metal, or horn, lefs liable to tarnifh, with the letters R. N. upon 
it. The hat {mall and round, water proof, with a narrow belt, 
on which fhould be printed the name of the fhip, which might be 
conveniently fhifted when a man fhould be turned over to another 
fhip. An outfide jacket, of a thicker texture, and flannel waitt- 
coats, might be occafion: lly fupplied, us a defence from cold and 
rainy weather. Such a fly le of drefs could not fail to be accepta- 
ble to the feamen, and it would be highly pleafing in the eyes of 
the officers and others. The crews of different fhips would be 
known by the name on the hatbands, which would make them 
emulous to appear clean and orderly. This again would increafe 
the attachment to the fervice, and to its commanders, and con- 
jointly with this, benefit all the qualities of good difcipline. 

e But while fuch an attention may be paid to the drefs in ge- 
neral, particular parts of the body, as the legs and feet, will re- 
auiee am ore immediate care, efpecially as they are very much 
expofed to external injury. It frequently alfo happens, that, 
without any apparent fymptom of feurvy, fuch is the predifpofi- 
tion of a feaman’s habit to this difeafe, that on receiving the 
ightett feratch on the teet or legs, a large, fpreading, and often 


incurable ulcer is prod 1, which fometimeés ends in the lofs of 


i limb, or at belt, lif ible him from duty, till a cure is effeéted, 
by the ufual antiic ors Ut remedies. This accident is, next to 
the scurvy itfelf, the mott defiructive’ malady at fea, particularly 
in a hot climate. ” Good | fhocs and tto ck ings therefore fhould be 
freely fupplicd, and the men thould be compelled to wear them, 
and not permitted to go bareiooted in hot weather.”’ P. 19 


In the fame tudicious manner the author treats.of diet, 
cleanlinets, aad exercife, and fuggelis many meuafures likely 


be of advantage. 
He 
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He next paifes fuccinétly over the difeafes which arife in 
the various climates in which. Britifh fleets navigate, and 
points out in a general way the ufual treatment. 

A portion is taken up with confidering furgical complaints. 
This we are forced to acknowledge is the moft defettive part 
of the work. We were furprifed to find a feétion on the 
wind of a ball. Myr. Bell has clearly demonftrated that no 
fuch accident ever occurs. For fcorches and burns, linfeed 
oil is recommended ; a remedy of no efficacy: and in fy- 

hilis we are perfuaded, that the flight courfes gf mercury 
which are exhibited, would inevitably be the caufe of many 
cafes with fecondary fymptoms. 

We think fo wall of the work, that we wilh it carefull 
revifed and correéted, by an attentive perufal of the latett 
furgical writers; and it will then form a valuable part of the 
library of every naval {urgeon. 





Art. VII. A Treatife on the external Chara&ers of Foffils. 
Tranflated from the German of Abraham Gottlob Werner. 
By Thomas Weaver. 8vo. 312 pp. 8s. Mahon, 
Dublin ; Longman and Co. London. 1805. 


i appears from the tranflator’s preface, or advertifement, 
that this publication is not a mete tranflation of the ori- 


ginal work. 


“Mr. Werner,’’ he fays, ‘ publifhed his work in the year 1744. 
Since that time a period has elapfed in which rapid ftrides have 
been made in every branch of mineralogy ; and, as it might be exé 
pected, confiderable improvements have taken place in the Treatife 
on the External Charaéters of Foffils. Aware of fuch, the lovers 
of mineralogy in Germany have frequently called on Mr. Werner 
for a new edition of his work, His numerous avocations have 


hitherto prevented a compliance with the wifhes of the public; : 


and the period of its appearance is perhaps ftill remote. Under 
thefe circumttances, the Tranftator, defirous of completing the 
integrity of the work, has had recourfe to other fources to fupply 
the deficiencies of the printed original. Thefe are principally — 
copies of Mr. Werner’s manufcript corrections and additions as 
circulated among his pupils, notes taken during -his lectures in 
1791—~1792, and the mineralogies of his difciples Wiedenmann 
and Emmerling ; and to illuftrate the extraneous forms of foffils, 
the Manual of Natural Hiftory of Profeffor Blumenbach has 
been confulted.’’ P. viii. 
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The infinite variety of appearances under which the mi. 
neral bodies are prefented to our view, and the multifarious 
differences of fhape, colour, hardnefs, and other fenfible 
qualities, that are induced on the fame body, by the aétion 
of time, or air, or the admixture of a very fmall proportion 
of other fubftances, have always rendered it difficult to de- 
termine the real nature of a given mineral body trom its 
external appearances. The chemical art removes the diffi. 
culty by means of analylis, which feparates each component 
ingredienetrom the refit, and determines the quantities and 
qualities of them all. But the operations of chemiftry are 
long, laborious, and expeufive ; whije the method ot 
judging from external appearances, it fufhciently accurate, 
would be attended with great convenience and expedition. 
Yet if this laft mentioned method be not fully fufficient to 
anfwer the purpofe, it may undoubtedly afford a confider- 
able approximation towards detetting the nature of a mineral, 
which in fome cafes may fuperfede the neceflity of further 
enquiry, and in others may fuggeft a fhorter and more dirett 
chemical invefligation. 

It is furprifing to fee how nearly thofe who are con- 
verfant with mines and minerals, are able to judge of the 
nature of thofe bodies from their external appearances ; but 
it is extremely difficult to exprefs that practical knowledge 
in writing, forthe inflruétion of others; and the difficulty 
principally arifes from the ambiguous and _ indeterminate 
meaning of thofe words which are employed to exprefs the 
different {hades of colour, the various degrees of hardneis, 
the endlels variety of forms, &c. ; 

The objeét of the work, which we are at prefent examin- 
ing, isto render this mode of def{cription lefs ambiguous, 
more extenfive, and iy ftematically regular.—The extent and 
divifion of the fubject will appear from the following table 
of contents. 


** Introduction. Of mineralogy in general. Chap. 1. Of 
the charaters of foffils in general, and of the pre-eminence and 
utility of the external characters. Chap. 11. Hiftory of the ex- 
ternal characters of foffils. Chap. 111. Of the definition of the 
external characters of foflils, Chap. 1v. Explication of the 
external characters of foffils. Of the 1ft. common generic cha- 
racter. The colour. Of the end. common generic chara¢ter. 
The cohefhion of the particles. 1. Of the particular generic chae 
racters of folid foffils. Chara@ers for the fight. —Ot the exter- 
nal appearance. 1. Of the external form. 2. Of the external 
furtace. 3- Of the external luftre. Of the internal appearance. 
Oi the appearance of the fra¢ture. 4. Of the internal — 
5: 
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5. Of the fracture. 6. Of the form of the fragments. Of the 
appearance of the diflinct concretions, 7. Of the form of the 
diitinét concretions. 8. Of the furface of feparation. 9g. Of 
the luftre of feparation, Of the general appearance. 10. Of 
the tranfparency. 11. Of the ftreak. 12. Of the ftain. 
Characters for the touch. 13. Of the hardnefs. 14. Of the 
folidity. 15. Of the frangibility. 16, Of the flexibility. 
17. Of the adhefion to the tongue. Characters for the hearing. 
18. Of the found. 11. Of the particular generic characters of 
friable foflils. 1. Of the external form. 2. Of the luftre. 3. 
Of the appearance of the particles. 4. Of the ftain, 5. Of 
the friabilisy. 111. Of the particular generic charatters of fluid 
foflils. 1. Of the external form. 2. Of the luftre. 3. Of the 
tranfparency. 4. Of the fluidity. 5. Of the wetting of the 
fingers. Of the 3d common generic charatter. The unctuofity. 
Of the 4th common generic chara¢ter. The coldnefs. Of the 
5th common generic character. The weight. Of the 6th com. 
mon generic character. The fmell. Of the 7th common ge- 
neric character. The tafte. Conclufion of the chapter. Chap, 
v. Of the external defcriptions of foffils. Defcription of grey. 
copper-ore. Green-lead-ore. Red-lead-ore. Mica. Common 
Tale. Defcription of fpecular gypfum. Vitreous-filver-ore. 
Vitreous-copper-ore. 1. Compact. 2. Foliated. ‘Tinftone. 
1, Common. 2. Fibrous. Copper-pyrites. Arfenical-pyrites. 
1, Common. 2. Argentiferous. ‘Tin-pyrites. Of the che. 
mical, phyfical, and empyrical characters. Syftem of the exter. 
nal chara¢ters of foffils, Index of the foffils employed in illuf- 
tration of the external characters, Explanation of the figures in 
plates 1 and 2.”° 


Each of thofe chapters contains a fufhcient, and even an 
ample account of the particulars which fall under its pecu- 
liar tile; and befides the more immediate objeét, much 
collateral information is contained both in the text and the 
notes. The fecond chapter is peculiarly inftruétive. It gives 
an hiftorical account of the commencement and progrefs of 
defcribing minerals by their exterral chuetbeth which is 
inftanced in the works of the principal mineralogical writers 
from the ancients, fuch as Theophraftus and Pliny, down 
to the time of Mr. Werner's firft publication of this 
treat) fe, 

The gencral method adopted by Mr. Werner for difcri- 
minating with more #egulariy and precifion the external 
qualities of minerals, and their flighteft differences, confifts 
in fixing certain well-known degrees of thole qualities as 
primary or principal divifions, and then exprefling the inter- 
mediate appearances by modifications of thofe primary divi- 
fions. ‘This will be rendered more intelligible by the fol- 
lowing extraét relative to the colour, and from which the 
M 3 manner 
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manner of defcribing the other qualities, fuch as the hardnefs, 
the form, the fraéture, &c. may be eafily comprehended, 
Mr. W. diftinguithes eight principal colours of minerals, 
viz. white, grey, black, blue, green, yellow, re d, and 
brown. He diilinguifhes the following varieties of grey. 


«« Grey, the fecond principal colour, proceeds from a mixture 
of white with a little black; hence it conttitutes the tranfition 
from the one colour into the other. Confifting for the greater 
parc of white, it is one of the pase of the principal colours, 

“© The feveral varieties of grey arife accordingly as a flight 
admixture with another principal colour takes place ; they “are 
the following : 

‘« 1, Lead grey—this is a metallic bluifh.grey colour, ap. 
pearing to coniift of fteel-grey with a flight admixture of azure. 
blue. Its name ts Wiebe from lead, to which this colour pe. 
culiarly belongs. It is one of the moft common in the mineral 
kingdom, and occurs in common galena, compact galena, ful. 
phurated-bifmuth, grey-antimomial-ore, vitreous-copp:r-ore, 
molybdena from Altenberg in Saxony 

‘© 2. Blueifh-grey—differs from the preceding in want of me. 
tallic luftre only. It is found in blueifhzgrey clay, blueifh- 
grey limeitone, and blueifh-grey marle. 

“3. Pearl-grey confifts of light blueifh-grey with a flight 
admixture of reddifh-violet-blue. Prefent in pearls, yet rather 
pale. But in the mineral Kingdom it occurs particularly diftinet 
in corneous-filver-ore, pearl-grey quartz, calcedony, porcella- 


nite, and lithomarga. Rarely preient in rock-cryftal. It borders 
on lavender-blue. 

‘« 4. Reddith-grey—is a grey mixed with much red. It is 
prefent in granular limeitone, telfpar, fpecular gypfum. 

‘© ©. Smoke-grey-—is compofed of a rather dark-grey, with 
a flight admixture of blue and very little brown. Derived from 
fmoke, which is generally of this colour. It is found in dark. 
grey flint, grey cryttallized calcareous-fpar, grey horneitone, 
and grey fluor-{par trom breyberg. 

‘* 6. Greenith.grey—is a light-grey colour, confifting, fome- 
times of very p ale yeilowith. grey, fometimes of very pale {moke- 
grey, with a flight admixture of verdigris-g rreen. I have met 
with it only in prehnite, cats-eye, jargon, es fome varieties of 


argillite. 
‘€ 7. Yellowith.grey—is a pale-grey mixed with more or lefs 
yellow. It occurs in yellowifh-grey argillaceous-iron-ftone 


from Wehrau in | pper Lufatia, yellowifh.grey ay 8 yellow- 
1h grey c: ilcedony » vellowifh. -grey indurated earth y¥- lead-ore from 
the mine Rauten Kranz near Johan georgenftadt. 
ee Se Seci. grey— this is a metallic blackifh- grey colour, and 
which feems to poticis a greater portion of black than either of 
the other grey colours ; hence it conitituies the tranfition from 
grey 
o 
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grey into black. Derived from fteel, to which it properly be- 


longs. It is very common in the mineral kingdom. In fpe- 
cular-iron-ore, ftriated grey-ore of Manganefe, grey-copper-ore, 


grey -cobalt-ore, 
“9, Afhes-grey—is one of the rareft and the pureft of the 


grey colours, confifting of yellowifli-white and black, and de. 
rived from wood-afhes not burnt white to which this colour pro- 
perly belongs. It occurs the moft diftinét in wacke graduating 
into bafalt, alfo in argillite.’”’ P. 45. 


Thus he difcriminates the varieties of the other colours; 
and in a fimilar manner he endeavours to fix the meanings 
of the words which ex»refs the other qualities of minerals, in 
their principal as well as in thefr intermediate fates. 

[nthe 5th chapter this author gives three general rules 
concerning the method of deferibing minerals trom their 
external appearances ; after which he. illuftrates the whole 
by means of examples or defcriptions of a few mineral 
bodies, 

As Vogel had denied the poffibility of aiftinguifhing even 
fuch well known foffils as common talc and mica, Mufcovy 
glafs and fpecular gypium, from each other, by the mere 
external defeription of them, Werner has purpofely con. 
traited the defcription of thefe foils ag a proof of the ex- 
cellency of his method of difcriminating minerals by their 
external charaéters. We fhall therctore cxtratt their de- 
Icription, in order that our readers may themfelves form 
fome idea of this vaunted unprovement, which has occa. 
fioned an entire alteration in the language of ihe German 
and Britith mineraliils. 


Mica, or mufcovy-glafs.—Its moft ufval colour is grey, 
as yellowith, greenifh, fmoke, or afhes-grey. ‘The yellowith- 
grey. pales, partly inte filver-white, partly into tombac, or 
ae ame brown, as alfo into copper, or brownifh-red, and e1 ven 

to brownifh-black ; the greemih-grey paffés through mountsin, 
a blackith-green, into greenifh-black ; and the afhes-grey, into 
greyifh-black. Black mica has he peculiarity that when held 
up to the light in fingle folia, it appears clove-biown. sine 
ot thefe colours are at times found fpotted. 

* Found maffive and interfpe fed, aifo in thin layers or plates 
ssiecentita with other ftones, as e. g. with quartz (in gnefis, 
micaceous fhiitus, &c.) fuperticial; and not uncommoniy cryf- 
tallized— 

** 1. In perfect equiangular hexagonal tables, which fometimes 
adhere to each other by their extreme planes, fometimes by their 
lateral planes. 

‘« The tables are fometimes thick, and then form the tran. 
ftion into, 
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« 


‘€ 2. Perfeét, hexahedral prifms. Thefe fometimes appear 
aggregated by their lateral planes round a common axis, forming 
a kind of cylindrical aggregatian with a conical fummit. 

‘“ The lateral planes of the cryftals are {mooth, and re. 
{fplendent — 

‘* Internally it is refplendent, or fhining. 

‘« Poflefies almoft every kind of luftre, even the metallic, 

‘« Fracture moit commonly foliated, with a fingle paflage of 
the folia, and generally cyrved, fometiines undularly curved ; 
feldom broad-ftriated, and then partly-parallel, partly {c opiform 
or ftelliform-diverging. The internal furface of broad -{triated 
mica is plumitormiy ftreaked. 

‘* Fragments tabolar. 

cs Maflive mica confifts of granular diftinét concretions, of 
rery degree of magnitude ; fometimes alfo 1t evinces a difpo, 
fition to the columnar. 

‘« In maflive fpecimens weakly tranflucent at the edges, but 


®% 


in thin tables femi-tranfparent or tran{parent. 

‘* It ts foft, vet nearly approaching to halt hard, 

** Rather brits sles 

‘* In general very e afily frangible, 

‘€ In thin tables elaftic Hexib] e, 

‘* Feels {mooth, yet meant, and 

‘© Without coldnefs, and 

‘* Ts rather heavy, yet approaching to light. 

Ypecafic gravity 
0546 to 2,9952—Brisson— 

‘© Common talc.—Colour moft ufually greenifh white, alfo 
pale apple-green, both clofely verging on filver-white ; mor 
ral iparagus, or leek-green, reddifh-white, or yellow. 

found matlhve and inter{perted ; feldom in cry itals, which 
parently are very fmall hexagonal tables indiftin@ly aggre- 
gated, and torming druten. 
Later ihining, and almoft refplendent. 


as y f ry r} leef . ; . : 1 i. ~* a} _— 
JT a pertect Ingle! Ol-peari luitre, lometimes approacaoing 
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Curve, ireque ntiy undularly curved ; LomMelimes iceming to 


sys af 
It is commonly without diftinét concretions, but fometimes 
is of the granular, of every degree of magnitude; a very 
rare Variety is i compoied of the long and cul ved columnar. 
“ Varies from tranilucent to femietranfparent, and in thin 
. , i; : 
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if « Rather cold, and 
4 Is rather heavy, being heavier than flint, and lighter than 
jiuer. 
Specific gravity 
2,7 to 2,8—Kirwan 
2,729-——-—Chaptal. 
« Specular gy pfum.-—[s commonly found white, a fnow, 

f vellowith, or greyifh-white; fometimes yellowith, afhes, or 
7 {moke-grey ; as alfo honey-yellow, fometimes partly pafling into 


brown. Seldom fhews an iridefcent play of colour. 
Generally occurs maffive ; frequently alfo cryftalized. 

“1, In nearly equi-angular hexedral prifms, with two oppofite 
broad and four narrow lateral planes ; both extreme planes bevelled, 
ind the bevelling planes obliquely fet on the broad lateral planes, 
vet thofe of the one bevelling ‘parallel to thofe of the other. 
his cryftal has on the whole a rhomboidal appearance. _ Inftead . 
of bevelled, it fometimes feems acuminated by four planes, fet 
he lateral cdges. 

‘© o, In the fame prifms, but in which two and two cryftals are 
aggregated by the two narrow lateral planes, hence producing 
twin-cryftals, and forming at the one extremity a falient, and 
at the other a re-entering, angle 

“© 3. In the fame twin-cryftals, but in which the bevelling 
planes of each prifm being fet, not parallel to each other bur 
diverging, on the lateral planes, re-entering angles are formed 
at both extremities. i" 

‘© 4, In. lenticular cryftals, which are partly {pherical, : 
partly conical, and generally adhere to each other by their lateral 
planes, hence forming a kind of twin-cryftals. 

‘ The cryftals No. 1. are fometimes found in ftelliform and 
fcopiform aggre gations, and occur of almoit every degree of 
magnitude, from an uncommon to a very {mall fize, the former 


on t 


however are very rare, “a 
‘‘ In the prifms the two and two oppofite lateral planes, ; 
which form the more acute lateral edges, are longitudinally ' 
itreaked : the remainder {mooth. ' ‘* 
‘© The furface of the cryftals is partly refplendent, partly 
weakly ,fhining. : 
‘€ Internally, it is fpecularly-refplendent, in fome places alfo ! 
fhining, and in general 7 
‘© Of ay common laftre, chiefly glaffy, feldomer mother-of- 
earl. e 


‘* Fra¢ture partly ftraight, partly cuewed, foliated; of one 

perfect and two imperfect pafflages of the folia. The latcer in. 

— each other oblique-angularly, and the former re¢tan- 

ularly. ' 

‘* Hence rhomboidal fragments arife, fpecular on two fides, a 

! @. ftreaked on the remainder. 





“ Mafive ' 












Weaver on Foffils. 


Maffive fpecular gypfum commonly confifts of grofs and 
coarfe granular diftinct concretions ; fometimes alfo of imperfect 
thick columnar, or lamellar. 

‘© It is always tranfparent, 
“© Very fott, 
‘* Rather fectile, 
‘© Rather eafily frangible, 
‘* Tn thin tables-flightly common flexible, and 
‘« Rings a little, 
« Feels meagre, and 
‘* Rather cold, yet lefs fo than tale, and 
ls rather heavy, bordering on light. 

Specitic gravity, 
2,311—Kirwan, 
2,322—Mufchenbrock, 

»324—Briilon.’’ P. 223. 


+s 


On this extract, it muft, inthe firft place, be obferved, that 
agreeably to Profeflor Werner's own direttions, (p.2'6.) the 
moft eflential and diferiminating chara¢ters of any tofhil ought 
to be printed in a different type from the others, in order to 
ftrike the eye; yet neither inthefe examples, (which furely 
requused fuci: prattice to be followed) nor in any of the 
Others here given by Werner, or added by the tranflator, 
has this afliflance to the judgement of the reader been given. 
And we even doubt whether any mode of exhibition would 
have enabled a perfon, who did not poffeis betorehand fome 
knowledge of the foflils here mentioned, to difcriminate them 
when they occurred to his view. Befides it will readily appear to 
the reader, that notwithitanding this author’s nice difcrimi- 
nation, and regular arrangement, the above deicriptions are 

trom being quite determinate and {fatistattory ; for the 
colour, and almoil every other quality, is liable to vary 
through a vaft number of degrees, which muft naturally 
perplex the ftudent; and what then muft be the difheulty 
ot determining the nature of an unknown mineral from a 
vall fenes of fuch deferipuons, whofe limits are fo vague, 
and of courle much interfering with one another ? 

[n the tabular arrangement of the generic external cha- 
racters, and likewile in the alphabetical index, which are 
fubjoined to this work, the equivalent German names ot 
colours, minerals, &c. are added to the Englifh, Mr. Kirwan’s 
denominations of the latter being adopted. 

Two plates, exhibiting the more fimple cryflalline forms 
of minerals, and theu ordinary alterations are fubjomed, as 
an explanation of Werner's mode of defcribimg cryflals. 
Vhefe conclude the work, which feems to be nearly as ve 

execul 
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executed as the nature of it would allow. We objeé how- 
ever to many of the terms attempted to be introduced, 
Such as ** botriform’’ for botroidal, ‘* liquitorm”’ mn that 
peculiar appearance which is aflumed on cooling in’ cir- 
cular vellels, by thole metals which contraét when all be. 
come folid. ‘* Arrundated grains’’ feems alfo a moft harth, 
and needle{s innovation for roundith, or rounded grains. 





Art. VIII. Englifh Lyrics. Third Edition. By William 
Smyth, Fellow of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. lvmo, 
149 pp. 5s. Cadell and Davies. 1806. 


|! is but feldom that we have the opportunity afforded us 

of enlivening the former parts of our Review witha poe- 
tical article. We flill retain fo great a fondnefs for our 
earlier habits and purfuits, that we are glad to do this when 
we can. But fuch is the refinement of the times, that 
{mooth and polifbed | verfification is as common, as the dif- 
tinétions of real genius, originality of conception, force of 
fentiment, and brilliant imagery, are found but with the 
chofen few. The work before us, which has pafled through 
three editions, in a very fhort fpace of time, 1s marked with 
many of the charaéte riftics of genuine poetry. It will nos 
animate the reader with the fire of Gray, it will not always 
rival the lyric ftrains of Akenfide ; but it has the eafe and 
elegance ot Shenflone, with fuperior vigour ; it evinces true 
poetical tafte and feeling, and is diftinguifhed by many beau- 
titul paffages, on which remembrance will love to d iwell. 

Having faid thus much, nothing more feems neceflary, 
than to give one or two fpecimens in jultification of the opi- 
mnions above advanced. 


VERSES 
Sent toa Lady with a Prize Carnation. 


‘ TO her, who fhall thy beauties know, 
With tatte to mark, with fkill explore, 
Go, flower, in modeft triumph go 
And charm the maid that I adore— 
Go envied flower, and whilft her eye 
Surveys thy form with critic care, 
And while the fmiles beftows, which I 
Would barter worlds with thee to thare, 
In thine own hiftory, if thou canft, impart 
The thought I cannot fpeak, that glows within my heart. 
Thus 
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Thus tell her, that in thee fhe views 
A flower for beauty far renown’d, 
The faireft form, the brighteft hues, 
Approv'd, admir’d the country tound ; 
Tell her ro find a flower as fair 
That I myflf with happy pride, 
Search’d every garden and parterre, 
But flower like thee I none defcried, 
No flower by nature’s hand, fo richly dreft, 
So partially adorn’d, fo exquifitely bleft. 
But tell her, I with reafon fear’d, 
A ftem like thine could ne’er fuftain 
ingly, fo weak fo unprepar’d, 
The driving wind, the beating rain ; 
And fay, that hence a ftronger reed 
[ flationed at thy friendlefs fide, 
guardian band round each convey’d, 
And both in happy union tied, 
That wedded thus, fafe could thy gentle form 
Papr forth its opening fweets, and mock the coming ftorm. 


vs 


> 


‘Thus, fweet ambafladrefs, from me 

Chus, beauteous flower befpeak the fair, 
And if the fhould the moral fee, 

(For more 1s meant than meets the ear) 
had if thou mark a truant tnits. 

Ovick o’er her bright’ning features fly, 
And if a vivid gleam, the while 

pire the blue luftre of her eye ; 


Ah! then, thou lovelieft flower! kind, faithful be," 
And bear one fond, one warm, one trembling yow from 
mm.” * 5. tt 
FOLLY. 


«© AWAY, ye grave, I war declare, 
Rabe l the prai ife of Folly fing ; 
gives my looks their carelefs ‘air, 
She gives my thoughts eternal wing 
gives me blifs, can you do more ? 
Oh! - Hever gave ve fuch a tre afure, 
Be wifdom yours—I’ll not deplore, 


' 
Be folly mine—and all her pleafure. 


ct 


7 ate 


Ah, what were hfe of folly, reft ? 
A world which no kind fun could warm, 
A child, to ft p-dame reafon left ; . 

No tweet to pleafe—no toy to charm ; 
Where, mirth, were then they frolic gleams ; . 
Where wit, thy whims and gay effufions, 

And where, O Hope! thy golden dreams, 
Lachancing fmiles, and dear delufions. 
2 
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How, think you, would poor friendfhip fare, 
Did folly never friendfhip blind, 
And had not love found folly there, 
How foon had love the world refign’d ; 
And is it not at honey moon 
That Hymen laughs at melancholy ? 
And would he mournful look fo foon, 
If ftill he kept on terms with folly ? 


What foldier would confent to fight, 
What tar be to the bottom hurl’d, 
What poet fing, what fcholar write, — 

Were folly banifh’d from the world ? 
Tell me whom mot this goddefs rules, 
[s it the patients’ or phyficians’, 
Whom fhall we call the greatett fools, 

‘The people or the politicians ? 
What charms in opera, ball, or play, 
Did folly not the fcene attend, 
How poor the rich, how fad the gay, 
Were folly not their trueft friend ; 
How ever fhould we hope to find, 
Pleafed with itfelf cach happy creature, 
If all were wife, and none were blind, 
And folly never fuccour’d nature. 
For once be wife, ye grave ones hear, 
Why need I more my theme purfue ? 
If all alike fuch fools appear, 
Let me with fmiles be pardon’d too ; 
Wifdom you love-—and fo do I— 
Am no derider—no defpifer,— 
But I of fools, the grave ones fly, 
And think the merry fools the wifer.”” P. 120. 


The above examples are not fele¢ted with any particular 
care, as of merit fuperior to the reft. The oeralel of the 
whole will repay the lovers of poetry; and ‘ger Me of 
that light and playful kind which fooths and enlivens the 
pafling hour, ether as a relaxation from feverer ftudies, as 
a preventive of indolent or vicious diffipation; or not im- 
properly as an inducement to further intelleétual exercife and 
purfuit. The perufal of thefe Lyric Pieces will amufe, but 
cannot corrupt, may foeth, but cannot enervate, may gra- 
tity the better paffions of the heart, but exhibit no incentive 
to the indulgence of the depraved. With fuch commenda- 
tion, we truit, that both the author and his friends, zealous as 
they are, will be ‘fatisfied. 


ArT. 

















































































1S2 Malker’s ( onfecration Sermon. 


Art. IX. The Condition and Duties of a tolerated Church:¢ 
Sermon, preached in Bifbop Strachan’ s rat Dandee, om 
Sunday ihe 9th of February, 180% ; at the Confecration of the 
Right Rev. Daniel Sandford, DD. toa the Office ¢ of a Bifbop in 
the Scotch Epif ip rf Chur “-h, By the Rev. James Watker, 

A. M. late a} NY. Jobn’s ¢ ollege . Cambridge. Svo. 67 pp- 
is.6d. Cheyne, Edinburgh; Rivingtons, London. 1806, 


(>* the Scetch Epifcopal Church we gave a very exaét 

hiflory, in the introduction to our account of Bilhop 
Skinner's Convocation Sermon*. We there ftated, that the 
convocation of the bifhops and clergy of that church, before 
which Bithop Skinner preached thatfermon, on the 24th of 
Oétober, 1804, was allembled for the purpofe of adopting 
the thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England as their 
flandard of dotirine, according toa requelition of the lait at 
of toleration; as well as the liturgy; and of doing it in 
the moit folemn manner. We there pointed out, how {trong 
a circumitance it was a; yainit the Calviniftic interpretations of 
our Articles, that they f{hould be thus publicly adopted by a 
fet of men whofe ant:-calvinitic p rinciples had borne every 
teil ; and particularly that they fhould take this ie th when jo 
many recent attempts had been made, to force thole articles 
into the tervice ot Calviniim. 

Dr. Sandiord, a miniiter of approved learning and cha- 
ratter, at whole coniec: ation the prefent fermon was preached, 
was originally of Chriit Church, Oxford, and received his 

ordination in the k nglith church; but with many other 
clergy io circumi ian d, and ofheiating m Scotland, had feen 
the prophiety ana duty © sf paying canon ical obedience to the 
b ithops pre TT ling over the diocefes of that c juntry . and ap- 
pears to fave ac epted ol the epiicopal authosite, chretiv 
wil a delire of finally terminating the [i ‘tuim, which had 
divided the Scottith epitcopal clergy, properly fo called, {rom 
the kogitih clergy othciating in Scotland. We are meclined 


a. 


to nope that LUIS ichniimM is NOW On the point ot peing termi- 
mated, for though one or two serie 98 are itill faid to con- 
tinue in alfate Of leparation ; yet as all real caufe tor divition 
is removed by the a opuon of Our articles, we Cennot tup- 
poic that any oOppoulion lo 4a periect Union and Communion 


Ail slip Cainihnuec. 
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The adherence of the Seotch epifcopalians to the interefts 
of the houfe of Stuart, at the time of the rebellions of 1715 
and 1745, and the penalties confequently enaéted araint 
thofe who fhould attend their chapels, were the original 
caufes for calling in epifcopal clergy from England. Every 
layman who fhould twice within the year, previous to an 
eleftion, have attended fervice ina chapel ferved by aScottith 
epifcopal clergyman, was, by an aét paffed in 1748, difqua- 
lified from voting for a member in either houfe of parliament. 

Thofe laymen, therefore, who were attac hed to the worth 
of the church of England, and yet unwilling to incur fuch 
distranchifement, invited clergymen trom England, to offi. 
) ciate tor them. Thele minillers, not uniting with the epifco. 
pal church of Scotland, which then pofleffed no acknowledged 
tormulary of faith, officiated, till now, under fuberdination 
to no epifcopal authority ; and their congregations, —_ 
uther difadvantages, were ‘deprived of the apoftolical rite 
confirmation. But, from the time when the Scottifh bithops 
and clergy, in folemn convocation adopted the articles of 
the church of England, all fubftantial caufe for feparation 
was removed, and the great majority ot Englifh ocala, 
clergymen thought it right to acknowledge, as Dr. Sandford 
did, the {piritual jurifdiétion of the bifhops of Scotland. A 
few minor objettions, ‘hill urged by one or two } samara we 
took occafion to anfwer in our review of Dr. Grant’s Ser. 
mons, vol, 2.* 

Mr. Walker, the author of the prefent difcourfe, though 
educated in England, was ordained in the epifcopal church 
ot Scotland t, yet we find him acquietcing, without {cruple, 
in the confecration of an Englifhman to the office of a bithop 
in that church. In a fhort pretace he {peaks of the union of 
the two churches, in terms highly fuitable to the occafion, 
and juit to thofe who are concerned in it. 


‘€ The union of epifcopalians in this country, which led to the 
onfecration of Bifhop Sandford, and the dignity (entirely {piritual 
as it is) towhich he has been promoted, appeared to me calculated 
to dettroy all the prejudices which had been fo idly raifed, and fo 
duftriouily circulated, againit the Scotch epifcopal church. The 
folemn adoption of the thirty-nine Articles, as weil as of the li. 
turgy of the united church of England and Ireiand; the unioa 





* See Brit. Crit. vol. xxvii. p. 482. 
Mr. W aiker was the prieft to whom we alluded in our ac. 
ount of Bifhop Skinner’: * sewn as prefent at that convocation, 
though nor ottentatiouily appearing init. P. 181, 
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if 


od of the highett refpectability, 


’ 
TOMGtien 


P 


of one of thefe to the office of a bifhop among us, feemed for ever 
» preclude, among « andid and liberal men, the poffibility of miy. 


MmCception, r Ol muifrepre fent ition, ithe r t our | rinciples 


S or of 
ur practice. 


‘© At any period of our hiftory, church merely connived 
| aoyy 


it, OF P iit ely rolerateda, a littie calm and ( andid enaniry would 


: 


have placed our religious principles and prattice beyond the réach 
of thoi¢ ca’ ris, to which they have fo often been fabiefted. Bar 


. , ; 
r conattion., lnaoked 


in our form for, 
‘hmott 

vynen 
nat our 
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mifconceptions might be 
leteaanbenaite now, when our condition 1s beetle 
flighteft enquiry wall the mo@# 
ipies are perteetly harmlefs, even if they 
ind that both 

fubjects, 
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nown, and prove to 


* 
‘ 


altidious, 


j } wr 7. Z - 4 a > 
lOuki be erroneous our practice, as 


ad as Britrfh wilk bear the ftri@ed 


as men, 


examangtion.’’ P. v1. 
The epifcopal church ot Scotland, is in faét, as he has 
repreiented it, * fimular in its external condition to 
wat of the frit aves, ) any other now exilling :’’ fubfifting 
¥ mere } f1i0n, j conntry whoere nother church 15 
if | Was tihdalay r inectea, tnererore, with the iiate’ 
rad bay 73 enh _ er. ex yt iD ifttlai Nower, No! ervil 
: 
en iO tO MSs DU S$. Cj e {ub} t of thirs cricourie 
taken tron ; ;, where St. Paul recommends to 
that favoured dilcip iat young bifhop, affert his own 
J Rw : ng | Outward dicouragements, [at 
> mp Luee ) inyunction grven alio to | imothy, 
: | rt , and fupported by fimlar admonitions: 
y hei ends to both, being that of becoming 
eX > alk | ers in faith, puritv, and fprritdal 
Ls no ina ry nportant topics introduced in 
sdulcufon, reguiar fuccethon of the mnil- 
} € epoiic es, Which is moit clearly itated, in 

le 

i Ss, however, Nas oiten oeen ated, tiougis 1 ldem VW th 
piv: more ewentidi lo ; p! MLUCCU al f reiem. ist i¢ 
mm OL The prancipics ana ation. OF Lie oc iis 
patiadhs, Mich occu a wwiequent part of Ui 
England and Ireland, we are moit 
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difpofed to reproach or to injure that which is cftablithed among 
gs, What the eftablithed church of Scotland may have to fear 
from the numerous fetts which have feparated, and which daily 
feparate from her, it becomes not us to judge; but from us, who 
never feparated from, becaufe we never belonged to her, moft 
vertainly fhe has nothing to fear. Her numerous, learned, and 
truly refpeQable members, we hold, in common with the reft of 
our counttymen, in that juft and high cftimation which is their 
due; arid we are perfuaded that they look upon ovr difpofitions 
with the candour which they merit. If any individuals fhould 
haftily chink otherwife, the flighteft enquiry will equally fatisfy 
them that we are perfectly harmlefs, both in oor views and prac. 
tice, and that it is impoflible to conceive a cafe in whieh we can 
be otherwife. 

« One confiderable caufe of umeafinefs, refpeting the views of 
oor humble fociety, arifes from. the ftrange abfurdity, of net dif. 
tinguithing: between the fpiritual character of a bifhop; as thae 
ofhee exifted in the three firft centuries of the church,—and the 
temporal power and dignity, which, in a {tate of civil eftablith. 
ment, have been conne¢ted with it. We fee, and moft readily 
acknowledge, the great and numeroas advantages derived from 
foch eftablifhments. But every human advantage is probably fol. 
towed by fome correfponding evil. tn fueh circumftances; many 
individuals will be difpofed to reft fatisfied with the civil fandtions 
of their charch policy, and with the prote@tion of the laws ; and 
(0 overlook that fptritval fource of the chriftian miniftry and 
tewardfhinp, which, for the purpofes of religion, is its moft 1m- 
portant mark of diftin@ion. If that fource for which we contend, 
ow real, the lofs of temporal tavoar cannot annihilate it; Bat ie 
has a natural tendency to induce all thofe who in fuch cireum. 
tances {till acknowledge it, to remain attached to their principles 
vith more veal, perhaps, than in circumftances of greater exter. 
al (plendour.. Nor, if this be the cafe with ourfelves, can we 
ejoftly blamed.. But, moft certainly, we connett nor, in the 
not fecret thoughts of oor hearts, with the {piritual character 
vhich we revere, the moft diftant notion of temporal power or 
dignity ; nor is it very cafy to conceive, why we fhould be: fut. 
ected of doing fo, A bithop is, with us, merely a fpiritaal 
minitter, effential indeed we think to the being and unity. of our 
church, and neceffary for offices to which the interior clergy have 
ever, among us, been efteemed competent. His character, in. 
deed, we think ae facred, as that of him who unites to the fame 
‘piritual name and office, the rank. and confideration of peer.of 
parliament. The various feéts, which abound in England and 
among ourfelves, look, it is prefumed, in as higha light on their 
minifters ; nerthas their right todo fo ever been queftioned. Bat 
why thar which is allowed to them with impunity, Mould be 
¢enied to us, and blamed, or thosght’ extraordinary, im us, it 
vould be hard toaccount for, onprinerples of equal juftice."” P. 48. 

N At 
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186 An Inquiry into theState of the Nation, and the Anfwer. 
Atp. 57 Mr. W. pegs with much refpeét of the Enslith 


elergv refiding and offrciating in Scotland, and of their recent 
inion With the epifcopal clergy in that country ;, and in a note 
On thiat paffige he labours with zeal and judgment to remove 
every, remaining caufe for difunion. It is with a hope. of 
affiting in thtfe pious endeavours, that we have given of this 
difoourle a much more detailed account than we ufually can 
allow. to.a fingle fermon ; and for the fame reafon, wwe fhall 
conclude this. article with the words, in which. the author 
fums.up the fubjeét, jult before his peroration. 


© Ttis now’univerfally known, that by far the moft' diftin. 
guithed and refpectable of the\Englifh clergy, refiding and offici. 
ating in this country, have united with us, in a manner’not lefs 
honourable to them than creditable to our humble Zion. It is 
equally well known, that this their laudable conduét Aas been 
fan@ioned and approved by the higheft legal and eccléfaftical authe- 
rity of their native church: and certainly the folemn fervice of this 
day exhibited a remarkable and unqueftionable proof and pledge of 
that entire cordiality, which has been fo happily re-eftabtifhed,— 
never more, it is'to be hoped, to be broken.’? -P. gg. 





<= Ss) 


Ant. X. dn Inguiry sito the State, of. the Nation, at the 
Compnencement of the prefent Adminifiratien. Svo, 218 pp. 
5s, Longman, &c. 1806. 

Ant. XL. dn Anfwer to the Inquiry, ce. with Striétures on 
the Cindu& of the. prefent Minifirye. ®vo. 157 pp. ‘Ss. 
Murray. 1806. 


N examining the works of political writers, whatever may 
he our feelings, it is at leaft our wih to divelt ourfelves 
of political prejudice, and to difcuds every argument pre- 
fented to our notice, not with the fophiftry of advocates, but 
the precifion of yndges; admatting no influence but that of 
fair reafoning, and acknowledging no criterion but truth. 

It is, however, impracticable to difcufs fo fully, as their 
importance feems to require, all the topics fugaefted by the 
two performances before us, within the narrow limits of a 
Review. The general objeft of cach writer, fome of the 
principal faéts brought forward, and: chief arguments urged 
qn dither fide, fhall be laid before our readers, with fuch 
general obfervations as the fubje€t naturally fuggefts to our 
reafon, and fecms to derhand from our public duty. 

The Inquiry into the State of the Nation fets out with an 
affertion, that, in confequence of the late change of, minil. 
ters, * it has been found impoffible to inveitigate at.all, even 
in their diftinét charaéter, thofe meafures which occupied 

3 : goverament 
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government during the laft vacatian.” ~ Surely this affertion 
difcovers the fentiments of a partizan, rather than the judg. 
ment of an impurtial inquirer... The refignation ‘of the late 
miniftry, on the lamented death of their chief, did not inca- 
pacitate parliament from inquiring into the meafures which 
they had purfued ; though undoubtedly it rendered fuch an 
inquiry lefs defirable to thofe who had oppofed,. and- have 
fince fucceeded them. But we haiten to the material parts 
of the inquiry, which is divided into three heads: 1 {t..‘* The 
ftate of our foreign relations ;” 2d. ‘* Our domeftic econo- 
my 3” 3d..** Our colonial affairs.” Such is the formal divi- 
fion of the fubjeét ; but /ubfantially the author has employed 
his ingenuity almoft wholly on the firft of thefe topics. 

The firft attack on the condué of the late miniftry, 1s for 
not foliciting the mediation of Ruffia, to which mealure, we 
are told, they flood pledged as far back as May, 1803, The 
author feems to forget that the adminiftration of anoble lord, 
now one of the cabinet minifters, lJafted a full year after that 
pledge was fuppofed to be given, It, therefore, there was 
any negleét in redeeming that pledge, (which,we,do,not in- 
finuate) it muft chiefly reft with one of the prefent.adminif, 
tration. But it is impoflible to determine that queftion, withs 
out a reference to documents never. yet oar, and in» 
applicable to the immediaté fubjeétof this inquiry. ., In.1805, 
however, when Ruflia was become our ais the. ** treaty 
of concert” with that power, was furely a far more effective 
inftrument for obtaining peace for ourfelves, and fome degree 
of independence for Europe, than ‘the folemn farce of ame, 
diation ; which, unle{s {upported by arms, could have little 
effect on fuch a fovereign as Bonaparte, and {uch a power 
as France. 

The next objeétion is pointed at the league againit France, 
which, it is alledged, had no precife or definite object an 
view.» Toone who perufes the treaty, not with the jaun. 
diced eyes of party, but with a due confideration of the na- 
ture of fuch inftraments, of the impracticability of antici 
ing every poflible event, and of the difficulties that mnght 
arifé in fulfilling Ripulations which fhould have defined, not 
only: the general line of conduttto be purfued, but the exaét 
mode of all the details of wt, to,fuch.impartial obfervers, the 
treaty mufl, we think, appear.as precile as the nature of the 
cafe will admit ; and far more wilely framed than if the parties 
had entered into more minute particulars. But to a-writer 
who alferis, that if France fhould withdraw her troops from 
Holland, ‘* She might again overrun the Dutch territaries ina 
week” (which is as much'as to iy that Breda, pili? 
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and the other Dutch fortreffes on the fide of Flanders, if well 
garrifoned, are incapable of defence) what anfwer is to be 
given? Can fuch a writer be acquitted either of ignorance 
on the one hand, or wilful mifreprefentation on the other ? 
No lefs abfurd is it to affert, that the remov:l of the French 
troops was a/famned by the treaties of Luneville and Amiens : 
for, though fuch a flipulation was contained in thofe treaties, 
the writer well knows, and indeed admits, that it never was 
fulfilled. But the whole argument in this bulinefs, as in the 
cafe of Switzerland, refls on an affumption, that in treaties 
of this kind, not only the objeéts fhould be defined, but the 
precife mode of obtaining them (which muft depend on fu- 
ture contingencies) pointed out. ‘ 

Such are the objections to the league itfelf; which might 
with much better rceafon have been cenfured, had it bound 
the parties to a precife and definite mode of obtaining every 
objcét proteffed. Subflantially, it was a league to recover, 
in fome degree, the balance of power, and provéde for the 
independence and fecurity of Europe. Some ot the prin- 
cipal meafures by which thefe objeéts might be attained, were 
enumerated, but the precife mode of purfuing them was wifely 
left open to future difcuffion ; which, between parties aéiing 
bona fide, and agreed as to their principal objeét, could be 
attended with little difficulty. , 

The next obje@ion, as to the time and mode of forming 
the league, would require a very long difeuflion. Sufhce it 
to obferve, that fome tatis are aflumed without proof, namely, 
that we prematurely accelerated the converfion of other ftates 
to a true fenfe of policy, by our “ intreaties and fubfidies’’; 
and that we endeavoured to * buy an attack upon France.” 
For affertions, like thefe, there is no authority, but that of 
the Moniteur and its Satellites; whofe language indeed 1s, 
in many inftances, transfuled ito this work. The whole 
argument again{t precipitation takes for granted, that there 
were no dangers, but many advantages in delay ; a doftrine 
very queflionable ; but which we cannot ‘allow ourfelves 
time and {pace to difeufs. | 

In this anonymous author's review of the conduét of the 
War, many meafures are blamed apparently with juftice; but 
moft unjuftly, and furely, therefore, fill more unpatriotically 1s 
the whole cenfure direéted againft Britain ; who had no right 
to direét, and certainly could not controul, the meafures of 
her contine: a allies. But the author cenfures our minifters 
fornot hav: g vnterfered, even in the choice of Auftrian gene- 
rals, thong! w- had not flipulated to contribute a fingle man 
to the allied armies ; and this beeaufe the Emperor of — 
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who had contributed fo large an army, wilhed that his troops 
might be commanded by their own generals, or an Auftrian 
archduke. The cautious and temperate courfe purfued by 
King William, in’oppofing Louis the X1Vth. is contrafled 
with the fuppofed precipitation of the league againft Bona- 
parte, without the leaft confideration of the many circum- 
ftances in which the two periods effentially differ, 

Having thus, by a ferics of artful cavils, as we cannot 
but term them, rather than real arguments, endeavoured to 
ftigmatize the league which produced the late continental 
war, and to throw all the odium of its failure on Great Bri- 
tain, the author points out what he confiders as the confe- 
quences of our late foreign policy. Here we have a view of 
the prefent {tate of Europe, prefented of courfe, in its moft 
gloomy afpeét. The author dilates at large upon all the ad- 
vantages which France has acquired, and all the loffes which 
Aultria fultained. We will not examine how far both are 
exaggerated ; nor whether it is in the nature of things that 
the (yltem eftablifhed by Bonaparte, founded, as it is, in 
wrong and oppreffion, and fupported by {wch complicated 
machinery, fhould be permanent. But a more immediate! 
important queftion arfes from the tendency of this author's 
reprefentations ; which is, to recommend what he terms, 
“anew and neceflarily moderate and pacific fyftem.”’ If 
this language has a meaning (and indeed the author tape 4 
explains it afterwards), it is that Great Britain fhould, at all 
events, make a peace, upon the beft terms fhe can; and en- 
deavour by fubmiffion, or fomething very like it, to conci- 
liate her haughty, infidious, aud (as experience has fhown) 
inveterate enemy. We will not take upon ourfelves, while 
a negotiation is depending, to pronounce whether or not, in 
the prefent ftate of affairs, a peace compatible with our ho- 
nour and future independence can be obtained: but we will 
venture to affert, that the peace (or rather truce) of Amiens, 
and its confequences, fhould teach us, that thefe ‘* moderate 
and pacific fyftems’’ may have dangers far greater than are 
likely to refal from vigour and perfeverance in war; and 
that thofe writers who endeavour to lower the public fpirit, 
and produce a defpondency which fhall aequiefce in almoft 
any terms of pacification, are far from being friends to their 
country. | 

We will not purfue the reafonings of this author into 
further details. g iflice it to obferve, that the remarks on 
the conduét of our domeftic concerns, which he feems to 
have had in view at the outfet of his work, appear to have 
been totally forgotten before the end of it; and little notice 
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3s taken of colonial affairs, unlefs an attempt to perfuade us 
that our condult towarc ds the neutral powers, in reftraining 
their carriage of the colomial produce of our a es, 18 Im- 
politic, wil come within that defcerption. On this fubjyeét, 
mdeed, he does not venture to argue the queftion of right 
with the able author of ** War in Difguife’, but puts it 
wholly upon expediency. On that ground alfo his argu- 
ments appear to us fallacious, and if they have not (as we 
think they have a ‘ futhciently anticipated j in that matterly 
work, they can e.fily be overthrown by its public-{pirited 
and eloquent ae, We will, in juftice, add that the flyle 
and language ot the author before us, are in general fluent 
and accurate ; but im his zeal to fupport one branch of the 
prefent adminiftration, he throws out infinuations of aten- 
dency maniteltly hoftile to another, and perfeéily inconfiftent 
with his general commendations of the whole. To fuch 1n- 
coniifteneies every writer is liable, who regards the views of 
a party more than the real intereits of his country. 

We — now advert to the Anfwer which the foregoing 
Pamphlet has produced, and which we have thought fit to 
include in the fame Article, tor the purpofe of bringing the 
whole fubjeét into one point of view. 

This author fets out with a remark, of fome importance, 
to fhow the partiality of the author’ of the Jnguiry; namely, 
that in his ‘* Sfate of the Nation’’ (which ought to comprife all 
material circumitances) two moft important topics, the {late 
of our public funds, and our naval vittories, have been 
wholly omitted. T hence the writer of the safuke infers, 
that the work under his review is only nominally an Inquiry 
into the State ot the Nat tion, but really ‘* a catalogue of the 
dificulties under which the fecretary for the foreign depart- 
ment 1s defirous that the public ihould believe he has entered 
upon ofhce.”’ 

Noticing, as we have done, the cenfures occafionally 
thrown out inthe Inquiry, againit an unportant- part of the 
prefent admimiftrauon, this author divides his Anfwer into 
** An Examiation of the arguments adduced againft the late 
Miniltry, in regard to the lait campaign, as well as other 
continental atlas ;"’ and ‘* An Inquiry how far the prefent 
Minifiry have verified the predittions ot the author, or julli- 
hed the lotty encomiums bellowed upon them.’ 

He firit replies to the ebjeétion, that oes was no attempt 
to uegociate under the mediation of Ruffia, by fhowing how 
mmprehabie itis that fucha mediation would have ae ace 
cepted ; and that 1 was, in effett, rejected by Bonaparte, 
when, having granted paflports to a Ruffian negotiator, he, 
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in the interval, purfued his ambitious career, by annexing 
Genoa (one of the moft ancient flates of Europe) to France. 
The author then proceeds to anfwer the charge againft the 
treaty of concert, that ‘ it had no precife or definite obje& 
in view, quoting the 2d Article, and fhowirg that it muf 
have been the rea/, not the nominal independence of Holland 
and Switzerland, which was meant to be fecured; and that 
(as to the former) it might have been fecured by withdrawing 
the French troops from all the Dutch fortrefles, feveral of 
which are fo {trong as to form a very powerful barrier to her 
territory. ‘This ignorance of the Dutch frontier, in the au- 
thor of the Inquiry, upon which we alfo animadverted, 1s 
dwelt upon with just triumph by his adverfary. 

In defending the late miniftry from the accuf. tion of hur- 
rying on the allies to a ena ead conteft, this author appears 
to us, upon the whole, fnecefsful ; and certainly points out 
fome inconfiftencies in the author of the Inquiry. But on 
this part of the fubjeét the arguments are too numerous to be 
purfued by us in Sethi th. =One’remark, area! in the An- 
{wer, we cannot forbear repeating, whicli is, that on*the 
de ‘velopement of the late extenfive confede racy, * the Oppo+ 
fition preffes’’, (now fo loud@in ‘cenfuring it-as Hl-digelted 
and premature) “ while they termed: it a glorious coalition, 
made every €xertion to deprive Mr. Pitt of the merit of its 
formation.” 

In difctiffing the queftion whether the co-operation of 
Pruffia, or at leaft her nevitrality, fhould nat have been fe- 
eured, previoufly to the commencement of hoftilities, the 
Aufwerer, is, we think, lefs fucce/sful than in almoft any other 
part of his work. ‘This is, indeed, a point upon which dif: 
terent opinions may be entertained, by perions the moft im- 
partial, and the leaft tin@tured with party prejudice. On the 
fubjeét, however, of the propofed mediation of Pruffra, the 
facts generally known feem to negative the affertions and 
cenfures in the Inquiry. 

The injuftice of the author of the Inquiry, in imptiting 
all the errors of Auftria to Britith counfels is, of coutfe, 
ftrongly reprobated by his opponent; who alfo, on very 
probable grounds, defends the late adminiftration from the 
charge of not having made an early diverfion by an attack on 
Holland, or the north of France, and e! [pe cially on Boulogne. 

Atter having difcuffed a few other topics refpeéting the 
conduét of the war, the author of the An{wer proceeds to the 
fecond part of the Inquiry, which relatcs. to “ the confe- 
quences of our late foreign policy.” The great value of tlie 
ceflions made by Auttria to Prece (fo am infifled upon in 
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the Jnguiry) is in fome meafure denied in the Anfwers With- 


out entering into the merits of this difeuflion, we cannot but 
coincide with the Anfwerer, in reprobating the terns of ex- 
treme defpondency adopted by his adverfury, and {til more 
the reproachful expreflions fo fréquently applied .o the cha- 
ra¢ter and conduét of his own countrymen: 

Weare, it feems, ** to offer equitable terms of peate, in 
order to obtain, for thesfirft time, the chara€ter of moderation!" 
What then, has the author of the Inquiry forgotten the peace 
of Amiens, fupported by Mr. Pitt? Did not that treaty bear 
a fuficient charaéter of moderation? And can there be a 
doubt that it would have been religioufly obferved by Great 
Britain, had a fimilar moderate condu€, and a truly pacific 
difpofition, been manifefled by her enemy ? 

he remainder of the Anfwer is employed in combating 
the opinions of the author of the Inquiry, refpeéting our 
conduét towards Sp.in, and refpeéting the prefent ftate of 
Holland ; after which the author expreffes his opinions as to 
the caution neceflury to be obferved in treating for peace, 
admitting, that ** if Mr. Fox fhoukd fucceed in — 
a peace is to us and fate for the continent, he wil! 
deferve the thanks of the country.” A recapitulation of the 
anfwers which have been given to the feveral parts of the Jn- 
guiry, and a fummary vindication. of the late minifter, con- 
clude this part of the work. We will. extraét the latter, a3 
it is brief, energetic, and, in our opinion, ‘perfeétly juft. 


‘© When the prefent confederacy, the greateft which for nearly 
a century had been formed againft France, firft developed its 
ftrength, the Oppofition prefs loudly refufed Mr. Pitt the merit 
of its formation ; but fince Mack’s infatuation marred our faireft 
profpects, every epithet of cenfure has been caft upon that diftin. 
guithed minitter. He is accufed of not having exercifed in foreign 
ttates an extent of power which a fovereign often finds difficult mn 
his own kingdom—of not having controlled from London the ope: 
rations in Bavaria. ‘The faults of every court are afcribed te 
him, as if he had ruled Europe with defpotic fway. Is it not 
obvious that England, remote from the theatre of war, mut leave 
the conduct of military operations to the powers who are near them; 
whofe force contifts in armies, and who are mare immediately in. 
terefted in the iflue of the campaign than herfelf? Were the per- 
mitted ro direét the movements of the league, what could énfue 
from her dittance but delay and difafter? The province of the 
Britith minifter was therefore to employ the refoarces of his coun- 
try to unite as large a part as poflible of the commonwealth of 
Europe againft its oppreffor ; to cenciliate the jarring intereftsdf 
thofe powers, and bind them together in a folid league, definite 
in its objects, and upright in its views ; to conda&t this arduous 
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negotiation with fecrecy, and by every peflible precaution to 
avoid awakening the fufpicion of a vigilant enemy ; and finally, 
after having agreed upon a general plan of operations, to commit 
the detail to thofe who were to execute them, avoiding that in. 
terference in particular objeéts which involves the ruin of confe. 
deracies by the diftraétion of their views, and the divifion of 
their force. 

‘© In whatever way we examine the conduct of thefé important 
meafures on the part of Mr, Pitt, we fhall find the moft folid 
grounds of approbation. ‘The alliance was formidable in magni- 
tude béyond example, the cordiality of its members has 
evinced wy their conftancy under difafter, and the whole fcheme 
was concealed from the enemy until the Ruffians were approaching 
to Germany. England therefore amply fulfilled het part in the 
coalition, and its failure was occafioned by caufes beyond her 
controul, 

‘© The career of the illuftrious ftatefman we have loft, has been 
uniform; it was no lefs great im its clofe than promifing. in its 
commencement, ‘The hiftorian of .his life will be under no necef- 
fity to call in to his panegyrie the aid of eloquent or impaffioned 
language : Jet him sabatied to.elevate his mind to the concepti6n 
of Mr. Pitt’s views, to inveftigate his meafures by their own 
merits, ta weigh his motives and condu¢t in filent meditation, 
without attending to the reports either of friends or enemies, and 
he will pourtray a chara¢ter equally “admirable in all that en. 
lightens the'mind, and dignifies the heart.’’ P. 103. . 


The remainder of this work is employed in “* Strifures on 
the Conduct of the prefent Miniftry;’? the juftice of which we 
do not deem it proper, at prefent, teexamine. Neither the 
extravagant praifes in the Inquiry, nor the vehement cen{ures 
in the An{wer, may appear to have been deferved ; though, 
for the fake of the com we hope the former may be 
found moft juft. But, while we unite with all goed and 
unprejudiced men in vindicating the fame, and Jamenting 
the lols of our late ** excellent minifter,”’ we are not fo un- 
candid as to deny the abilities and the virtues of fome, at leaft, 
among his fucceffors ; nor fo weak as to conclude, that talents 
and public fpirit do not yet remain, adequate to meet the 
difficulties in which we are placed, and finally to fecute the 
honour and welfare of our country. 
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POETRY. 


Art. 12. Vi@ory in Tears; or, the Shade of Nelfon. A Tribute 
to the Memory of that immortal Hero, who fell in the Battle of 
Trafalgar, Ofober zI, 1805. 410. 25. 6d. Murray. 1805. 


This Poem would have been fuppreffed, or at leaft delayed, if 
the author had not conceived ‘ that it might be accepted, in 
the generous fenfibility of the moment ; and that the feelings of 
the patriot might fufpend a while, in his favour,- the judgment 
of the Critic.’’ Let not the reader be deterred by this modeft 
introduction, which, like true modefty in general, announces 
merit. The Poem is, in truth, the beft we have yet read on the 
animating fubjeét of Nelfon. It is full of f{pirit and patriotic 
feeling ; the: parts well varied, and the whole well verfified. 
The fhade of Nelfon fpeaks in it as fach a fhade fhould fpeak, and 
we will copy a part of his words. 


«« Hear, awful Power!—celeftial Sov’reign hear! 
Before whofe throne kings tremble to appear ; 
Whofe aid divine, with humble heart implor’d, 

So oft, with conqueft crown’d my feeble fword ; 
My war-worn frame fuftain'’d arene: fierce alarms, 
And clos’d my courfe at length, in Victory’s arms! 
Protect my country !—through the tempeft guide 
Britannia’s gallant prow—the ocean’s pride ! 
Support her throne! affitt her facred caufe! 

Preferve her rights, and purify her laws! 

To deeds of ancient worth her warriors fire ; 

With nobleft paffions all her fons infpire ! 

From felf, wit fenfe, the free-born race refine, 

Lead all their thoughts to Public Virtue’s fhrine; 
Teach them to prize the ftru&ture Time has tried, 
That flands the ternpeft, and that ftems the tide ; 
To brave the rebels’ rage—the tyrants’ frown, 

To live with liberty, and love renown, 


‘* For ages cherith’d there, a glowing gueft ! 

Tis freedom’s {pirit breathes in Albion’s breaft ; 
"Twas Freedom’s hand, that grafp’d each laurel crown, 
At Cape St. Vincent won, and Camperdown ; 

Twas Freedom's fword, Aboukir’s doom that feal’d, 
And fought and conquer'd in Trafalgar’s field. ' 

*'Twas Freedom's orb, that beaming in her tkies, 

Calls forth her virtues, ripening as they rife ; 
Exhales 


























Exhales high feelings from her glowing hearts, 
Inflames her genius, and refines her arts. 

Led by this fign, o’er Life’s tumuleuous wave, . 

Her pilots fkilful, and her people brave, 

Britannia ftill fhall keep her courfe fublime, 

And fail fecure amidft the fheals of Time ; 

Extend her fame—on every fhore unfurl’d, 

Sole hope, and-refuge, of a fuff’ring world !** P. 19. 


We feel fome furprife. that fo able a writer fhould fall into the 
unclaffical error of making manes, “ the manes of Nelfon,’’ a 
monofyllable ; like the plural of a horfe’s mane. (p. 16.) But 
this overfight, from whatever caufe it arofe, may eafily be re. 
moved ; and it is the only material blemith we perceive in the 
Poem. ; 


Art. 13. Verfes on the Death of Lord Nelfon, 4to. Clarke. 
Price 1s. 1806. 


This is among the moft fpirited effufions in honour of our de. 
parted hero, and evidently compofed by a writer of fuperior tafte 
and talents. It opens with the following nervous lines : 


‘* Are thefe the ftreams of wailing ghofts 
That hover o’er the Iberian coafts ; 

And, ftarting from the gory main, 

Rend the fhore with howls of pain? 

Is that the voice of wild defpair 

For battles loft that fills the air? 

Not thefe the {creams of wailing ghofts 
That hover o’er the Iberian coafts, 

Nor that the voice of rage and woe, 

For two proud navies laid fo low. 

Bue thefe the Victor’s cries, the Vittor’s groans 
Triumph’s deep fighs and glory’s bitter moans, 
Let Joy be banifh’d e’en from Vittory’s hour 
When England tells her Nelfon is ne more. 
Quick the fad found aftonifh’d Nilus hears, 

Then fcorning turns to Aboukir his eyes, 
O’er his vaft bofom fall the generous tears, ~ 
For on the blood-ftain’d deck the Warrior lies.’ 


Art. #4. The Britifh Martial, or an Anthology of Englif 


Epigrams, being the largeft Colledion ewer publifbed ; with Some 


Originals. .1amo. . 2 Vols. 108. Philips. 1806. 


This is really a very entertaining and well chofen collefion 
of Epigrams. The reader will find moftof thofe which. are po. 
pular from their point’ and wit, add a great many lefs noto. 
rious, which, however, deferve to be. preferved.- We fubjoin 
a few {pecimens from thefe latter. - . 
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‘€ A STRIKING SIMILE. 


Chloe; a jilt, while in her prime 
The vaineft, fickleft thing alive ; 
Behold the ftrange effedls of time, 
Marries and doats at forty-five. 
Thus weathercocks, which for awhile 
Have turn’d about with every blaft, 
Grown old and deftitute of oil, 
Ruft to a point, and fix at laf. 


*€ CHAIN OF GOVERNMENT. 


When Beelzebub firft to make mifchief began, 

He the woman attacked, and fhe galled the poor man: 
This Mofes afferts, and from hence would infer, 
That woman rules man, and the devil rules ber. 


‘© THE ODDS. 


The bright bewitching Fanny’s eyes 
A thoufand hearts have won, 
Whilft the, regardlefs of the prize, 
Securely keeps her own. 
Ah, what a dreadful girl are you, 
Who if you e’en defign 
To make me happy, muft undo 
999- 
*‘ TO A CALUMNIATOR,. 
With induftry I f{pread your praife, 
With equal you my cenfure blaze ; 
But faith, ’tis all in vain we do, 
The world nor credits me nor you, 


“€ ON APICIUS WOUNDED IN OLD AGE BY LOVE. 
Hoary Apicius, like Sicilia’s mount, . 
Tho’ Winter veils its venerable front, 


Tho’ its great head is covered o’er with fhow, 
Yet labours with inceffant fires below. 


‘© THE COLT’S TOOTH. 


When Dorcas in years fought young Strephon*to wed, 
It was faid, fhe had got a colt’s tooth in her head ; 
And ’twas likely fhe might, for "tis very well known, 
’Tis a great many years fince fhe’d one of her own. _ 


“ ON A YOUNG LADY WHO TOO FREQUENTLY BXCLAIMED 


‘6 THE DEVIL.” 


See round her lips the ready dewils fly, - 

Mix with her words, and ba fk beneath her eye, 
Pleafed that fo fweet a ftation fhould be given 
They half forget they ever fell ftom heaven. 
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Art. 15. The Pleafures of Love; a Poem, by Fohu Stewart, 
Efg. Second Edition, 129m0. 117 pp. 6s Mawman, 
1806. | ‘ 


The author of this Poem might, perhaps, have been a good 
Poet, if Darwin had never exifted ; but he is fo fteeped in Dar- 
winian affectation, and the faccharine fuavities of that monotonous 
meafure, that his compofition fe appears like a burlefque 
of his prototype. It is Mr. Hi 


iggins, of St. Mary Axe, in all 
his glory. In every paflage we have fuch lines as, 


‘© Fluth’d the full blade, his mellow beauties fhed,’’ P, 2. 


+ & cad * * 


«© Roll the blue eye, and poife the finewy hand.”” P, g. 
+ * * Sd * 
«¢ Paint the blanch’d cheek, or point the raylefseye.”” P. 4. 


With a copious recurrence of Pope’s favourite cadence ; of 
which the Darwinians always make more than a legitimate 
ule ; 


«« Load every fea, and burnifh every fhore.’’ P. 3. 


The fublime unintelligibility of the opening is truly Dar, 
winian, 


“© O’er heav’n’s high arch the infant hours unfold 

The orient morn, in canopy of gold, 
From filver urns their balmy fhowers effufe, 

And bathe her A/k cheeks in. ambrofial dews; 

Now peep the fmiles, the vermeil dimples dawn, 

And hues of faffron ftweak the azure lawn ; 

Now, hinged on pearl, the turns, in bright difplay, 
The eaftern portals reddening into day, 

Whof: genial bluth bids new creations fpring, 

And warm with life, their natal anthem fing.” P, 1. 


After ** the infant hours have thus unfolded the orient morn, 
and bathed her filk cheeks from filver urns,’’ then, of courfe, 
follows a fimile; in which, by an inverted effort, the real cre. 
ation of nature .is lowered, by comparing it with the mock, cre- 
ation of a painter. But whether the firft lines mean the firft 
origin of morning, and of the world, or are only a full dreffed 
defcription of any morning, in gold, flver, ilk, and pearl, we 
are not quite certain, It Vie however, to be the former, as, 
foon after we have the ‘* new fun,’’ and the warm clay new 
moulded into human forms. 

The author's profe is, if poffible, ftill more affeéted than his 
verfe, and refembles the beautiful incomprehenfibility of his name. 
fake, John Stewart, y the traveller; if haply this be not 
the fame perfon turned Poet. ‘ In the fubfequent Poem’? his. 
Profpefusfays, * A love is oe of as illicit, Courtefy exatts 

3 this 
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this title from the offspring of habit.’’ Be not alarmed, ‘reader, 
the author only means, that the term “is rot ftrong enough ; 
he would have it called criminal; forgetting, perhaps, that :/- 
kicit means unlawful, which is much the fame as criminal, Soon 
after, he calls the defire of deliberate revenge, ‘* a majeitic im. 
pulfe.’’ Yet, ftrange to fay, he is a moral, and by no means 
an irreligious Poet. ‘The libertine, who, from the title of ** the 
Pleafures of Love,’’ expects any thing to fuit his licentious 
tafte, will be completely err yaya Should he be able to 
eomprehend it at all, he will fee the materials of good moral 
poetry fpoiled by affectation. 


DRAMATIC, 


Arr. 16. The Invifible Girl; a Piece it One AB, as performed 
at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. Written by Theodare Ed- 
ward Hook, Author of the Soldier's Return, 8v0.', 38 pp. 
1s. 6d, Baldwin. 1806, 


From the: title of this little piece one.fhould fuppofe fome de. 
ception, fimilar to that which has. lately been exhibited in Lon, 
don under thé fame name, to be the ‘gt 4 fubje& of it. But 
this is by no means the cafe. A young lady, indeed, fays a few 
fhort words, and fings two fongs behind the fcenes ; but her'non- 
appearance on the ftage feems to be merely accidental, The only 
character that may be faid to talk is a captain, whofe volubility 
is fuch that no other. perfon.can get beyond a fingle fyllable, 
The idea of this talker is taken from a little Freneh piece éalled 
Le Babillard, of which the author of this drama had feen an ac- 
count in. the newfpapers ; and he has followed the conceit with 
fome fpirit and humour. His hero perfonates two characters, and 
in both, as well as in his own perfon, engroffes the whole con- 
verfation; till the plot concludes, apparently according to his 
withes, but without a complete word of affent from the other 
parties. This whimfical idea is fuitable only to a farce, and 
feems better calculated for a Parifian than a London audience. 
But the principal, or rather the only charaéter, ‘in the hands of 
the performer who reprefented it (Mr. Bannifter), could nor fail 
of enfuring fuccefs to the piece, 


NOVELS. J 


Art. 17. The Eventful Marriage: A Tale, in Four Volumes. 
By the Author of “* Count di Nowiny,’’ and ‘* Monckton,’” 
Svo. 18s. Crofby. 1806. 


A tragical narrative of amours, plots, murders, and maffaores, 
betwixt the Spaniards and Morefcoes. We cannot rec 

thefe volumes as a fuitable amufement for perfons who have any 

reverenca 
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reverence for the holy fcriptures; which are here continually 
profaned by ludicrous applications of the moft folemn: paflages 
contained in them. Perhaps, the volumes will not on this ac- 
count be unacceptable to fome agricultural fcribblers, who have 
lately come before us ; and who are here far furpaffed in profane. 
nefs, and almoft rivalled in prolixity. 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 18. Ov Epilep/y, and the Ufe of the Vifeus Quercinus, o 
Mifletoe of the Oak, in the Cure of that Difeafe. By Henry 
Frafer, M.D. 12m0. 96 pp. 2s. 6d. Highley, Fleet 
Street.. 1806. 


This author, having made ufe of the mifletoe, in the cure of 
epilepfy, in a few cafes with fuccefs, is defirous of imparting 
his experience to the public, in the hope that gentlemen in a 
more extended practice, and to whom cafes of epilepfy may occur 
more frequently than they have, or are likely to fall to his fhare, 
may be induced to give the remedy a trial. His defign therefore 
being fimply to introduce the mifletoe to the notice of his 
brethren, he avoids, he fays, entering upon the theory of the 
difeafe, ‘‘ becaufe,’’ as he rationally obferves, p. 4, ‘* that any 
thing advanced upon this part of the fubject, muft be in a great 
meafure hypothetical, and from the acknowledged difficulty of the 
inquiry, moft probably would not be more fatisfaftory than that 

iven by far abler men, who have travelled over the fame ground 

fore.’’ But afterwards, forgetting this wife refolutian, he enters 
into an elaborate examination into the feat, caufe and nature of 
epilepfy, and in the courfe of the difcuffion, he cites a greatér 
number of authors than we ever remember to have feen colleéted 
together in fo fmall a work ; the titles of the books referred to 
filling nearly two thirds of the pages employed on this part of 
the fubject. We thould not perhaps have noticed this, but as 
the author concludes by giving his own theory, or opinion of 
the nature of an epileptic paroxy{m, we thought it neceffary to 
lay that before our readers. : 

‘© We confider,’’ Dr. F. fays, p. 16, ‘* the real ftate or 
condition of the nervous energy of the brain, during an epileptic 

oxyfm, to be collapfe.’? What is meant by this, to us un- 
intelligible piece of jargon, we fhall not pretend to divine; but 
fure we are, that the author would have done better to keep to 
the path he had chalked out for himfelf, than to have ventured on 
one in which fo many had failed before him, and in which he has 
certainly not been more fuccefsful than his predeceffors. 

Quitting this part of the fubjeét, the author proceeds to give 
an account of the remedies employed in the cure of the épilepfy. 
The principal of thefe are, the root of the wild valerian, 
afafoctida, opium, the flores cardamines, the ftrammonium, the 
O 4 leaves 
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Jeaves and flowers of the orange tree, and the cuprum am, 
moniacum. Each of thefe medicines has had its patrons and 
admirers, and they have all of then relieved, and fometimes 
cured the patients to whom they were adminiftered; but as they 
all much oftener fail in producing any material advantage, the 
author was induced, he does not tell us by what accident, or cirs 
cumftance, to make ufe of the mifletoe. 
He has given the medicine to eleven patients, affli€ted fome in 
a greater, fome in a lefs degree with epilepfy : nine of them, he 
fays, p. 89, were radically cured ; one of them died, «and -one 
reteived no benefit. ‘* It is however but juftice to obferve,’’ he 
adds, p. 89, ‘* that although the mifletoe was adminiftered, in 
confequence of my advice, and according to my direction in the 
laft mentioned cafe, yet not. having feen the patient, I cannot 
fpeak of the particular circumftances of the me ; and it is alfo 
proper to ftate, that by far the greater part of the mifletoe whicli 
was employed in this cafe, was not the vifcus quercinus, but 
mifletoe collected from the apple tree.’’’ If however the mifletoe, 
(collected from whatever tree, for we fhall make it at the leaft 
robable, that is a matter of no importance) will cure: nine epi- 
Siete patients out of eleven, there was little need of offering an 
apology. It will then be allowed: to — the neareft to a 
{pecific medicine, of any thing that has been difcovered fince the 
Ferevian bark was introduced into Europe. We cannot pafs over 
this part, without expreffing our fatisfaction that the author has 
not fatigued his readers with a minute detail of the fymptoms 
of each of the cafes, and the progrefs of the cures,‘ which is fo 
much the practice. He has given the age of each of the patients, 
the time they had been affe&ted with the complaint, the quantity 
of the medicine taken, and the time confumed in effecting the 
cures, which are all the circumftances necefflary to be known, to 
appreciate the value of the drug. : 
The defcription of the plant he has copied verbatim from Dr. 
Woodville’s Medical Botany, but he has omitted two paffages, 
with which Dr. W. concludes his aceount of the properties of 
the plant, though it is probable, that thefe paflages firft fuggefted 
to him the idea of inftituting his experiments. We will lay them 
before our readers, who will thence be enabled to judge how far 
we are right ia our conjecture. | 
«* The vifcus quernus,’” Dr. Woodville fays, Med. Bot. v. 4. 
p- 151, ‘fobtained great reputation for the cure of epilepfy ; 
and a cafe of this difeafe, of a woman of quality, in which it 
proved remarkably fuccefsful, is mentioned by Boyle. Some 
years afterwards, its ufe was ftrongly recommended in various 
convulfive diforders by Colbach, who has related feveral inftances 
of its good effeéts. He adminiftered it in fubftance in dofes of 
half a dram, or a dram of the wood or leaves, or an infufion of 
** «§ This author,’’ Dr. W. continues, ‘* was fel- 
lowed 


an ounce > 
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fewed by others, who have not only given teftimony of the effi. 
cacy of the mifletee, in different convulfive affections, but alfe 
in thofe complaints denominated nervous, in which it was fap. 
pofed’to. 2ét in the character of a tonic. But all that has been 
written in favour of this remedy, which is certainly well de- 
ferving of notice, has not prevented it from falling into general 
neglect ; and the colleges of London and Edinburgh have, sr 
haps-not without reafon, expunged it from their catal of the 
Materia Medica.”  ‘* The mifletoe of the oak,’’ he » ** has, 
from the tithes of the ancient Druids, been always preferred to 
that produced from other trees; but it is now well known that 
the vifcous quernus differs in no refpect from others.’”” We will 
conclude this article with a paflage er two from Colbach’s Dif- 
fertation on the fubjeét, publifhed'1719, ‘which ‘Dr. F. may not 
be forry to fee. Ms , 

«© T have known,’’ he fays, p. 24, ‘* fo many inftances, both 
in young and‘old, in rich and poor of both fexes, fome of whom 
had been many years afflicted with epilepfies, and other convul. 
five diforders, that have been either cured, or received benefit 
from this divine remedy, that I think myfelf bound im ‘con. 
fcience to divulge the ufe of it to the world ; fince it is capable 
of doing greater things than ever I knew any one remedy, and 
I think it incapable of doing any hurt. 

: «© Whilft the virtues af mifletoe were confined to that of the 
oak only, it was of little ufe to the world, as not being to be 
procured. I have been five and thirty years a diligent fearcher 
after it, but never could yet fee one fprig ; and. have never met with 
above two who had. I therefore furnifhed myfelf with a large 
quantity of thar of the lime; the trees in one of the parks in Hamp. 
ton Court affording great plenty. I ordered it to be gathered at 
the Jatter end of December: the leaves, berries, and very tender 
twigs, I got dryed over a baker’s oven, where there was a con~ 
ftanc gentle heat, and then had it made into a very fine powder, 
to be put into a glafs covered with bladder, or leathers, and 

ina very dry piace. If it be not kept clofe and dry, it w 
contract a dampnefs, grow mouldy, and be good for nothing. 
The larger ftalks muft alfo be carefully dried, and preferved for 
decoctions and infufions.’’. ; 

As the prefent author has not given dire¢tions in what manner the 
mifletoe is to be prepared and ed, the above may be ufeful 
to any perfons who may be difpofed to try the remedy, which we 
would by no means difcourage, though we do not expeét that it 
will be found fo efficacious as he feems to promife, 


Art.i9. A ot ag on Ifchias; or, the Difeafe of the Hip. 
Foint, commonly called a Hip Cafe; and om the Ufe of the 
Bath Waters as a Remedy in this Complaint, By William 

Falconer, 





































eee x = 


EA a tin BO Rall tic tt, 2 


lle tt Nlifne se 


wip re On EE wip ees 


a Ss at 


: 2.2 


ee See ee ee Oe aN 
’ 








202 Braritrisn CaTAtocue. Medicine. 


Falconer, M.D. F.R.S. Phyfician to the Bath General 
Hofpital. 8vo. 55 pp. 2s. 6d. Cadell. and Davies. 1805, 


A defcription of that dangerous diftemper, commonly named 
a hip-cafe, is given in this fhort treatife ; and the hot fprings of 
Bath are extolled as a fuccefsful remedy. for that difeafe. 

It appears that the hot bath is chiefly effiacious in the early 
flages of the complaint ; for when fuppuratien has taken place, 
they are injurious. ‘The regifter of the Bath hofpital is reforted 
to, to prove the utility of the waters ;.by which it is fhown, 
that more than one patient in four afili¢ted with ifchias, are com. 
pletely cured ; that two fifths of thole not cured are greatly be. 
nefited ; and above a third of the remaining cafes are in fome 
degree benefited. On the whole, above nine tenths of the pa. 
tients with this difeafe received advantage from the Bath 
waters, , 

From thefe fa€ts an important conclufion may be drawn, not 
however mentioned by Dr. Falconer, who is a Bath phyfician, 
As,the internal ufe of the waters was found prejudicial ; bathing, 
and pumping with the hot water, were the only means employed. 
Now no medical man can fufpect, when, the waters are ufed exter. 
nally, that the component parts of thefe mineral {prings can at all 
contribute to their medicinal properties. Their whole virtue muft 
depend on the heat; which fhould prompt us to prefcribe far 
oftener than we do, a courfe of warm bathing in this and fimilar 
diforders. A journey to Bath is in the power of few, but hot 
water is to be procured every where. Whether pumping on the 

t is preferable to bathing, does net appear to be afcertained, 

tfeems however probable that it fhould be more efficacious. An 
apparatus for pumping might therefore be ufeful in hot baths. 

Dr. Falconer no where hints at the connection of ifchias with 
fcrofula, which we are perfuaded is a frequent occurrence ; and 
he avoids mentioning the powers of the warm fea baths, which, 
we fufpect to be at leaft equal to the natural f{prings at Bath, 
‘Which are fuperior could only be afcertained by extenfive ex. 
perience. 

The author certainly deferves praife both for the fatts he nar, 
rates, and the obfervations to which they give occafion, 





* 


Art. 20. Am Appendix to a Pra&ical Effay on Diftortion of the 
Legs and Feet of Children, Sc. containing Sixty-two Cafes 
that have been Sfucce/sfully treated in Patients between the Ages 
of two Weeks and taventy.frve Years, Se. Ge. By T. Shel- 
drake, Truji-Maker to the Weftminfter Hofpital, 8vo. 148 pp. 
8s.. Printed for the Author, 1806. 


None are ignorant how much the mechanical arts contribute 
to elegance and luxury ; this treatife is an agreeable proof, that 
they are fometimes alfo fubfervient to humanity. All i 
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men know that infants are occafionally born with one or both 
their feet in fome degree diftorted. This malconformation is 
probably occafioned by fome accident to the foetus, forcing the 
unoffified limbs into an unnatural pofition, Such infants, by the 
fevere laws of Lycurgus, were condemned to perifh. In other 
nations they are permitted to live, though they ufually pafs 
through life in an uncomfortable manner from the imperfection 
ef their limbs. 

Various contrivances have been invented to corre&t thefe de- 
feéts, but the ingenuity and fuceefs of Mr. Sheldrake furpafs all 
others. He has added to his mechanical kill a competent know- 
ledge of the anatomy of the bones and mufcles, and thus is enabled 
to apply {prings and bandages ada to retain a diftorted 
limb in a proper pofition; while Nature by her plaftic power 
gradually correéts the defect. 

To peove how much has been done, Mr. Sheldrake takes cafts 
in plafter of Paris of the deformed limb; and after it is improved 
by the treatment, other cafts are made. | 

He has had accurate drawings made from fuch eafts, by which 
it appears that a very great deformity is fometimes entirely re. 
moved; and this is accomplifhed not only in infancy, but in 
fome inftances in grown up pérfons, 

It is fuperfluous to add, that there are degrees and kinds of 
diftortion which are irremediable ; but we have been futprifed 
and pleafed: to find how much cam be effected. 


Art. 21. Odbjfervations and Experiments on the Humulus Lupulus 


of Linneus, with an Account of its Uje in Gout, and other 
Difeafes, with Cafes. By A. Freake. 12mo. 67 pp- London, 


The hop has been long celebrated in herbals and difpenfatories, 
as an aromatic bitter, endued with detergent, lithontriptic, and 
flightly narcotic powers. ‘The odour of hops, hung in a bed, 
Dr. Lewis fays, has been faid to induce fleep after opium has 
failed. Chambers mentions their being nfed as a pillow for the 
fame purpofe. Their principal confamption however is in malt 
liquors, which they preferve from ing the acetous and 
putrefactive ferminations, render lefs glutinous, and difpofe 
to pals off more freely by urine. They appear, Chambers fiys 
in his Cyclopedia, to have been brought into this country from 
the Netherlands, in the year 1524, and throve fo well here, that 
in 1603, the beginning of the reign of James the Firft, they 
were produced in great abundance; at this‘time, we know they 
oe a confiderable revenue to government. The extract, Dr. 

otherby fays, obtained from the fpirituous tinéture, is an ele- 
gant bitter. I know Dr. Cullen fays, from good authority, 
that the decoétion of the hop, drank warm "in Bed, is ufed as a 
fudorific, to banith the remains of the venereal difzafe. Relying 
on thefe authorities, the prefent author was induced to make a va- 
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riety of preparations from this plant, and to adminifter it in powder, 
tinéture, extract, infufion, decoction, and conferve, and adds, ** he 
is now enabled from experience to fay, it is eminently beneficial 
as an alterative and tonic, that it is a good diuretic, that it acts 
gently as an aperient, and that it poffeffes confiderable powers as 
a fedative, having in fome cafes afforded relief from pain, when 
opium and other medicines had failed, or could not be con. 
tinued with fafety.”’ Mr, F,. then proceeds to deferibe the 
procefies for making the feveral preparations we have mentioned, 
and laftly, to relate the cafes, eight in number, of perfons with 
gout, or gouty affections, all of whom, it appears, received 
more or ‘lefs benefit from taking the medicine. Whether, 
however, there actually refides more virtue or power in the infa- 
fion, tinéture, extra¢t, or powder of the hop, than in the fame 
preparations of chamomile flowers, gentian, colamba, and many 
other bitters, all of which have their admirers, and have been as 
highly, and we fuppofe as defervedly commended, we cannot fay ; 
but as the hop is equally fafe, there feems no reafon why it may 
not be occafionally employed with them. 


MILITARY. 


Ary. 22. Obfervations on the Charader and prefent State of the 
Military Force of Great Britain, 8vo. 116 pp. 3s. 6d. 
Hatchard, 1806. 


When a legiflative meafure, effeCting any important change, is 
in the contemplatiqn of Minifters, it is not unufual to enforce its 
neceflity and explain its tendency in a previous publication. Thus 
the pamphlet before us is apparently the precurfor of the new 
military regulations depending in Parliament. It details at 
length, and urges with confiderable force, the principal objec- 
tions which have been made to the Militia and Volunteer {yftems, 
objecting to the latter the want of an effective military controul, 
and to the Militia the oppreflive mode of ballot by which it is 
levied, the inexperience of its officers, and the difadvantage un- 
der which troops muft fight who never have {een a¢tual fervice. 
Thefe objections are plaufible in theory, and undoubtedly deferve. 
attention, Yet the Militia has for more than half a century been 
a popular eftablifhment, and there are inftances of valour dif. 
played, and conquefts atchieved, by raw and inexperienced troops 
even ina regular campaign. Witnefs the heroic bravery mani- 
fefted in Germany, during the feven years war, by a newly-raifed 
regiment of light dragoons (the 15th), many of whom were tay- 
lors lately taken from the onhentis But the inftances are 
fill more numerous when even peafants, armed in the defence of 
their country, have annoyed, and finally difcomfited veteran 
troops. We decm, it indifputable that the irregular forces of 

| America, 





British CATALecus. Politics. 205 


America, though often defeated, would not have been compleatly 
fubdued by the Britifh armies, had they never obtained the aid 
ef France. Nor were the ill.difciplined revolutionary troops of 
France found unequal to the protection of their country againit 
the ikill and difcipline of their Auftrian and Pruffian adverfaries. 
We are confident that, in cafe of invafion, the Volunteers would 
perform many important fervices. Regular troops, when they 
ean be ured in fofficient numbers, are undoubtedly to be 
ferred : but the means of obtaining a ftanding army fufficient 
oth for home defence and foreign fervice, in the prefent tate of 
Britain, form a problem which has not yet been folved by the 
ableft politicians. On this point there are many important,. 
though perhaps, fome impracticable fuggeftions in a * work which 
we have lately noticed ; and the fame author has purfued. the fub- 
jet in a fubfequent tra&. Upon the whole, theugh we deem it 
a vifionary plan intirely to affimilate the condition of a foldier 
with that of a citizen, we think his condition might be fo much 
improved as to render recruiting a far eafier tak; and among 
ether meafures, we incline (though not without hefitation) to the 
fyftem of temporary and periodical fervice. But on queftions of 
this kind it peculiarly becomes critics to be diffiident. We cheer. 
fully leave it to thofe by whom the important fubjeét has been 
under difcuffion, and whofe deliberate wifdom, though not infal. 
lible, is feldom deceived. 


POLITICS, 


Ar. 23. Meafures as well as Men; or the prefent and future 
Interefts of Great Britain; with a Plan for rendering us a Mars 
tial as avell as a Commercial People, and providing a Military 
Force adequate to the Exigencies of the Empire and the Security 
x the United Kingdom. 8vo. 217 pp. 38 6d. Johnfon, 
1806. 


During the al of this copious and rhapfodical pamphlet, 
we recolletted Pie met with a fimilar chin few years ago; 
if which the author (otherwife a tly a well-meaning man) 
way roundly afferted, and iden toseel to have perfuaded him. 
felf, not only that the war with France was, on the part of Bri. 
tain and her allies, + rani, unjuft, but that it was our intereft, 
as well as duty, to form an immediate alliance with Her, to abet 
all her encroachments on other ftates, to fanétion all her ufurpa- 
tions, and (yet more) to participate in the fpoil ; affifting her in’ 
the repoffeffion of Egypt, in plundering the Turkith euwnpire, and 
a — = ee eee eel 

* Macdiarmid, on the National Defence. See Brit. Crit. fog 
June, 1806, p. 637. | 

+ See Brit. Crit. Vol. tv. p. 325. 
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depreffing that of Ruffia, whofe power, and not that of France, 
the author appeared moft fingularly to dread. Similar doétrines 
are attempsed to be enforced by the au hor before us; whom we 
conceive to be the fame perfon. The only part of this traét which 
has the leaft fhow of common fenfe, is that wherein the author pro- 
pofes a plan of national defence, in fome points refembling 
that which has lately been adopted by parliament. In other re- 
fpeéts the work before us contains little more than enthufiaftic, and 
r ance intelligible, rant and deelamation, The author very 
warmiy cenfures every oppofition to the views:of France, and 
urges, even on religious motives, our joining her in all her 
fchemes, affigning F.gypt to her, with fach other pofeflions of 
other powers as the may choofe, provided fhe will faffer us to 
have fome fhare in the fpoi!! Our principal fhare is to be a new 
kingdom of Affyria; which we are to feize, and of courfe plunder 
and revolutionize! Ali this iniquity is to be committed for the 
fake of Chriitianity, and is (this wonderful author affures us). 
pofitively enjoined in the Scriptures!!! We need not be fur. 
prifed that, /wch a writer confiders Bonaparte as an innocent-and 
injured man, and reprefents all his aggreflions, fpoliations, and 
maflacres as neceflary to his own fecurity. ‘The author cites ins 
deed fome writings of a Dr. Edwards, (advertifed alfo on the 
outer leaf of this traét, as if the author was the fame,) in which 
the plans here enforced are further detailed and proved (he affures 
us) to demonftration, We are not very eager for the perufal of 
them. 


Art. 24. A Letter to Lord Porchefter, on the prefent degraded 
State of the Englifh Clergy. 8v0o. 24 pp. Od. Bell, Ox. 
ford-fireet, &c. 1806. 


" We place this among politics, becaufe it refers chiefly to what 
is confidered as a politieal degradation, the exclufion of the clergy 
from the houfe of commons. We confider it as a ftrong proof of 
the general right fecling of the Englith clergy, with refped to 
their fituation and duties, that this is the firft remonftrance which | 
has appeared, in fo long a period, on that fubject. They have 
acquie{ced in a pofitive exclufion, from that, to which before they 
never afpired, without an effort, and without a murmur: feeling,, 
as they ought, that political imam ftruggles, and rivalfhips, 
were not the proper occupations for their minds. This author 
totally miftakes the matter, when he argues, (ashe f€ems to think, 
triumphantly) shat becaufe a bifhop is not unfit to be a legiflator 
in the upper houfe, an inferior clergyman is.not unfit. tobe a re- 
prefentative in the lower. The bifhop holds his feat in the houfe 
of Jords by legal right. He has no eleétioneering canvas, fio 
courting of pot-wallopers, none of thigdegrading imiquities of an 
election to go through for acquiring it. He is not expofed to the 
fcurnlities of drunken voters, nor chaired among the fhouts of a 

multitude, 





Baitrisn CatracoGcur. Travels. 207 


multitude, made beaftly by intemperance, and the worft abufes of 
freedom. He has not to'intrigue among the multitude, to obtain 
er to renew his feat. This is the great difference. It is not 
that a clergyman is unfit to be a Jegiflator, any more than to be 
a magiftrate ; but that he is untit to feek it, as feats in parliament 
are, and muft be, fought. : 

We will not argue this matter further, though much further 
it might be argued ; nor contend with this author refpetting ‘the 
indelibility of the clerical character, which he calls popith. On 
thefe points, his opinion, (if he is a clergyman) is merely a fingle 
voice, oppofed to the general acquiefcence of the whole body, and 
therefore of no great weight. ‘ 

Againft compulfory refidence, and againft fome of the new 
provifions refpecting curates, he argues better. But, on the whole, 
he is by far too much /ideralized for us ; and has many feelings 
and fentiments in which we cannot participate, No clergyman, 
however, fhould take alarm at the formidable words in this title 
page, ‘* the prefent degraded ftate of the Englith clergy,’ fince, 
the degradations here fpoken of (except in the fingle inftance of 
curates’ falaries) are fach as are neither felt nor complained gf 
throvghout the clerical profeffion. 


‘ 


TRAVELS, 


Art. 25. Travels after the Peace of Amiens, through Parts of — 
France, Sazitzerland, Italy, and Germany. By F.G. Lemaiftre, 
E/q. Author of a Rough Sketch of Modern Parit, 8v0. 3 vols. 
11, 4s. Johnfon,- 1806. 


If the long and tedious catalogue of pictures, ftatues, antiques, 
&c. feen by the author in his travels, were deducted from thefe 
volumes, they would be reduced nearly to one, nor would that 
one contain matter of fufficient intereft to juftify any particular 
recommendation. The truth is, wevare told nothing new about 
any of the things, places, or perfons defcribed, with the excep. 
tion of a few anecdotes of Gi » (one of which is not the moft 
probable) of Voltaire, the Sicilian court and, fome others. What 
is there to excite curiofity, at this day, in the ceremony of a nun’s 
taking the veil? What .of novelty in the hiitory and diftovery of 
Herculaneum, of the mode of tations at different courts, of 
the manufactory of Drefden China, &c..&c:? The truthis, we - 
prefume, that the writer has amufed himfelf, and his narrative 
may be acceptable to his friends, but his publication adds little 
to our ftore of knowledge, and will not have a place, for it does 
not deferve it, among thofe defcriptions of Europe, which are 
reforted to for the moft pleafipg entertainment, and moft authen- 
tic and important information. bk ae 
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Ant. 26. The Young Perfon’s Afiftant, in reading the Old Te/- 


tament. Ina Scries of Letters froma Mither.to her Children, 


relative to Divine Truth. B) Mrs. Dawbarn, 8vo. 79 pp: 
os. 6d. White, W edhe 1806. 


‘ Thefe Letters are defigned to thow a conne@ed form of the 
Old Teftament, and its infeparable conneétion with the Ne 
alfo to fhow, at what period of time each of the Prophets 
lived ; that they may be read and compared with thofe hi. 
parts of the Holy Scriptures which relate to the times when ihey 
prophefied.’’—‘* Nearly the whole of thefe Letters have been 
collected from Pripgaux, Cottyer, Brown, Scripture dic- 
tionaries, &c.’’ Lhe work ts creditable to Mrs. D.’s reading 
and maternal care ; and indicates itrong pious feelings, a little 
tin@tund with entbufiafm. 


Thank{giving Sermons. 


Art. 27. England expeds every Man to do his Duty. hI! Ah 
Sermon preached in the Parifo Church of St. Lawrence, before 
the Mayor and Corporation of Southampton, and publybed at 
ay! Regueft, on Tharfday, the 5th of December, 1805, being 

> Day appointed for a General Thank/giving ; when a Cel. 

i Stion was alfo ma de for thofe who juffered, and for the Widows 

and Orphans of ihofe who fell, in the lite important Vidories. 

By the Rev. Thomas Mears, M.A. Refor of St. Lawrence, and 

Chaplain to the Corporatio. 8v0. 19 pp. 1s. Law, &c. 
1805. 


Had we enjoyed the diftin@tion of a feat in the Common Coun. 
cil at Southampton, we fhould certainly have joined with our 
brethren in thanking the * sacher for this patriotic, but (as he 
ferems to acknowledge at p. 17.) baftily-awritten fermon; and 
though we might not have brought forward, yet we fhould not 
(perhaps) have difturbed the unanimity of a motion, for requefting 
its publication, 


Art. 28. The Duty of Thank/eiving; a Sermon preached at 
W hitkirk, near Leeds, on Thurfday, December the 5th, 1805» 
being the D. ty appornted ’ for a General Thank/giving.. By S. 
Smalpage, M. A. of Trinity College, Cambridge; Vicar of 
Whithirk, in the County of York, and of Laughton with Wildj-~ 
worth, in the County of Lincoln; and Chaplain to the Marquis 
of Hertf ord. 4to. 2opp. 1s. Longman, London; Deigh- 
ton, Cambridge ; Wolftenholme, York. 1805. 


On all accounts a very refpectable difcourfe. The preacher 


thus truly fpeaks of England: ‘* A country which as long 
man 











BritisH CatTaLrocur. Diwnity. 200 
maintained a proud pre-eminence amid furrounding nations; a 
country enriched by the peacetul arts of commerce, and wafting 
from al! quarters of the globe their variou: produce, for the ufe, 
the cor nfort, and-even the luxury of its inhabitants; a country 
which tor the unfivalle ‘d excellence of its conftitution (may its 
duration be equal to its excellence!) is the envy and admiration 
of the whole world; a coun try where the glorious light of the 
Gofpel fhines out with the brighteft luftre, diffufing its bleffed 
influence in all the varied charities which may adminifter to the 
wants, the infirmities, the d:feafes, the accidents, to which hu. 
man life is fubject.”” P. 8. At p. 9g, we meet with a warning, 
: a urgently neceflary now than it was a few years fince, but 
“r to be forgotten by us: ** There was a time when our ruin 
was attempt ted “bide r a more fpecious and fallacious, though not 
on that account a lefs dangerous form ; by endeavouring to render 
1s diffatistied with our prefent gov ernment, and holding out en- 
couragement and fupport to infurrection and rebeliion. But the 
good fenfe of the people of this country was not fo to be beguiled 
of their beft privileges: they would never expect to find a friend 
in their bitteret enemy, knowing that the kiffes of an en: my 
are deceitful.’’ Other countries have, unhapp'ly, too late difco. 
vered their error in embracing French fraternity and adiftance. 
They too were amufed for a while with {ancied {chemes of liberty, 
but found in its ftead the mott degrading and oppreilive flavery 5 
‘¢ for their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Go- 
morrah ; their grapes are grapes of gall, ‘heir cliuiters are bitter ; 
their wine is the poifon of dragons, and the cruc! venom of afps.’’ 
We with to quote p. TI, and feveral other poTages, but we mutt 
he fatisfied with recommending the whole difcourfe io the atten. 
tion of our readers. 


Arr. 29. Lord Neljon. A Funeral Sermon, chic fly preached 
ox the late Thank/giving Day, at Thursford and Sorin, iy in 
Norfi Lk, near the Birth-place of this great ‘Man ; with a@ particu. 
lar View: io his moft ufeful Life, and glorious Death. by the Rev, 
George Cook, M.A. Fellow of St. Jobn's College, Cambridge, 
gto. 31 pp. 2s. 6d. Chapple, &c. 1805. 


It is reafonable that we fhould fometimes fpare ourfelves the 
trouble of deciding upon the merits of a book, Teferring the bufi- 
nefs to our readers. Probably they will find it, in this cafe, no 
dificult tafk, when the following fpecimens ef oratory fhall have 
been confidered: ** Yes; let me repeat it. He was, from the 
firit, the dreaded fcourge of France and Spain. Wimmefs Calvi, 
witnefs Santa Cruz. What though before the one he left the 
precious memento, his right eye, and before the oiher—let us 
pauie, and read the man—his right hand, bys fpirit was unbroken 
itvil.’’ P. 2s. * Though thefe lat wosterfal exploits are the 
Joyous occafion of this day’s mecting, yet as it will be unpoflible 
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toemblazon them, it is necdlefs to attempt it. You fee them. 
They ase bright before your eyes. You hear of them. Your 
very children can tell you the ftory. Fame is fo bufy with ir, 
you can hear of nothing elfe."’ P. 23. 


Art. 30. Vidory and Death. The Subfance of a Difcourfe, 
delivered December =, 1805, the Day of General Thank/giving, 
for the total Defeat of the Combined Fleets by Lord Nelfon; 
ix Aid of the Patriotic Fund. By Thomas Wood. 8v0O. 25 pp. 
1s. Baynes, &c. 1806. 


Though we cannot pratfe this difcourfe as a literary compofition, 
yet we may commend its general tendency, and that of many par- 
ticular paflages. «© Whillt we gratefully ac knowledge the good- 
nefs of God in defending us, we fhould not be inattentive to the 
‘Pruments he employs. ~ Our regular foldiery, for bravery and 
difcipline, are not furpafled by any in the > world ; and the Volun. 
teer corps, for military etiquette, and patriotic zeal, are a praife 
to their country, and a credit to themfelves ; and, no doubt, 
would, if called upon, courageoufly ftep forward to meet the inve- 
terate foe.’ P. 21. <A day of thankfg giving to the Sovereign 
Difpofer of the affairs of men, on receiving a national mercy, is 
an unguettionable duty ; andit has a dire€& tendency to awaken a 
fenfe of religion in the minds of " people, and to confirm their 
faith of a divine providence. * ‘The fectarian meets the metropo- 
‘itan worfhipper at the throne of grace, and the fpirit of narrow 
bigotry yields to the influence of genuine philanthropy. The 
patriotifm and piety of the land are happily united, and the fuccefs 
of arms is devoutly afcribed to the interpofition of God.’?  P. 16. 
A period at p. 8, requires fome confideration: ‘ The glorious 
Gofpel never fhone with brighter luit ey nor ever had a more nume- 
rous train of iincere adherents ; not only our towns and cities, 
but even the country villages, are abu ndinty favoured with the 
glad tidings of falvation, fo that we live in a Gothen of light.’’ 
in plain language, meeting-houfes are daily fpringing up in every 
corner of the kKingdoin. Concer! Ing the probable effect of this 
unexampled incre spe upon the eilablifhment in church and ftate, 
we forbear, on the prefent occafion, to offer any conjeGures. But 
we atteft with Catista ‘tion, that the difcourfes, pronounced in thefe 
places on the day of thankfgiving, (as far as they have yet come 
within our notice) are loyal and patriotic. 


” 


Art. 31. Vidory M urning. A Sermon, preached at South- 
ampton, Nevember 10, 1805 occafioned by the great Vitoryp 
obtained over the C orm bined Fleets of France and Spam, off Cape 

Trafalgar, Ofieber 21, when the renowned Lord Nelfon was flain. 
By William Kingfury, M.A. 8vo. 30pp. ts, Baker, 
Southampton ; ; Oftel?, London, 1805. 


We have read this fermon with far more fatisfaftion than we 
received fram a tract by the fame author, noticed in our 14th vol, 
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p- 555+ We recommend fentiments like the following to the 
confideration of all the preachers, difenting brethren, and of fome 
churchmen: ** Far be it from the preacher, indifcriminately, and 
in an unqualified manner, to reprobate all national contefts, in all 
circumftances, as unlawful: this would be an extravagant affer- 
tion, approaching to enthufiafm: this would tend to paralyze all 
our endeavours to reprefs a foe, to check our prayers for our fol- 
diers and failors, and to filence all thankfgivings for fuccefs.’’ 
«© In the prefent difordered and depraved ftate of human nature, 
defenfive war is neceflary ; and its juftice may be vindicated on 
the fame principles that it can be proved juft to defend, with 
arms, Our properties, Our houfes, our wives, and our children, 
from the depredation of the midnight robber, the ftab of the mur- 
derer, or the violence of the brutal ravifher.’’ P. 11. 


Arr. 32. The Deftrudtion of the Combined Fleets of France and 
Spain. _A Sermon, preached at Worfbipfireect, on Thurfdays 
December 5» 1805. By Jobn Evans, A. M. Publibed by 
Regue?. ed edit. 8vo, .32 pp. 1s. 6d. Symonds, &c. 
1805. 


The preacher confiders the words of the text, ‘ and the third 
part of the fhips were deftroyed,’’ not. indeed as prophetically de. 
feriptive of the late victory, but as hold’ng up to view a@ mighty 
maritime deftruéction; in which refpect, he maintains that they are 
fingularly applicable to the late dreadful conteft on the ocean. 
‘The difcourfe is concluded by fome prattical reflections, fuggefted 
by the late vi€tory, and is creditable to the author’s judgment, 
patriotifm, and picty. 


Art. 33. A Sermon, preached at the Great Synagogue, Duke's 
Place, on the 14th Kiflaw (A. M.) 5565, anfwering to Thurfday, 
5th December, 1805, being the Dey appointed for a General 
Thank/giving for the Succe/s of his Mojefty’s Fleet under Lord 
Nelfon, off Trafalgar. By the Rev. Solomon Hirfchel, prefiding 
Rabbi (erroneoufly fyled the High Prieft ) of the German Fews in 
London, Arranged and rendered into Englifh by a Friend, to. 
16 pp. 1s. 6d. Richardfon. 1805. 


The preacher does not afpire, as moft preachers on this occafion 
have done, to be an orator, but only to fet before us pious and 
wholefome inftructions, in which defign he has well fucceeded, 
many very commendable fentiments being prefented to us in this 
difeourfe. One fhort extra¢t will gratify (we are affured) every 
chriflian reader. ‘* The deftruétion of our fellow-creatures ought 
not to be the final caufe of war, According to the precepts of 
our rabbies, we are dire¢ted, in the fiege or blockade of a town, 
always to leave a part open for the flight of any of the inhabitants 
who would fave themfelves.’’ P. 9. 
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CELLANIES 


Art. 34. Tie Myeries of Human Life; or the Groans of Ti nothy 
Tefty and Samu I Sexfitive. - With a few fupplementary Siz he 


Srom MM, 5. T fz} . ; a f teiulene Diallo "Has. 1z2mo. 361 pp. 
Miller. 1806. 


Among the minor miferies of human life, for fuch only are in 
falsjest of this tragi-comic book, fome are enumerated which have 
reference to reading and w riting, as for initance ; 

*€ Reading over a paffage in an author, for the hundredth time, 
without coming an inch nearer to the meaning of it at the Tatt 
reading than at the firft;—then pafling over it in d fp: ury,—Dbut 
without being able to enjoy the reft of the book, from the painful 
conf-ioufnefs of your own real or chap tupidity.’” P. 182. 

This can never hap pen to reviews who if they were once to 
fafpe& chemfelves of Aupidity, mi aft in ale icnce throw up their 
employment. No; if we do not underftand a paffage at the frit, 
or at moft the fecond reading, we, wichout hefitation, condemn 
the author as-ftupid, or puzzle-headed, or unable to expréfs him- 
felf clearly, or involving himfelf in affected obfcurity, or fome- 
thing which totally removes the blame from us. This, therefore, 
is not one of our miferies. Yet we have many. What, for in- 
ftarce, would Mr. Teity or Mr. Senfitive think of being obliged 
to read the fame bad arguments for the thoufandth time, hafhed 
up in a new form, and being expected to find new terms of refu. 
tation for what never deferved any anfwer?—What of being 
obliged to read malt*iudes of books not at all worth reading ?— 
What of bei ing obliged to read one book juft when curiofity and 
inclination are earneft to ail another ?—What of receiving a 
book from an efteemed friend, under {trong expe€ations of praife 
on his part, and finding on perufal chat you cannot with honefty 
commend a fingle paflage in it ?--What, of abufing a bad book 
that is anonymous, and finding afterwards that it was written by 
a perfon you particularly refpect > =If it be natural in fome fitu- 
ations to fay “ Oh that mine ene my would write a book,’’ how 
much more urgent is it often upon a reviewer to cry, * Oh that 
my friend would not write a book !’’ Or what would thefe com- 
pl: ners thi k of fending a book to the revifion of a very fkilful 

and able friend, inh pes of receiving a fpeedy and excellent account 

of it,—and finding, afier feveral months, that this friend has put 
it afide for other occupations, or has been ill, or travelling, fo 
thar the buSnefs has not advanced a ftepin all the interval. The 
auher in the mean time clamourons for notice; or the public 
accufing you of remiffnefs, when you wifhed to give it a partt- 
cular gratification? 

Many fach miferies have we, not known to authors in general, 
yet we bear them with fortitude : and agree with the wen 
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fore us, that all fuch evils are to be borne not only with patience, 
wut with complacency ; and complaints to be tdulged, if at all, 
only under real misfortunes. This is the final abs) rood moral 
of the prefent w himfical book, in which more petty dita ters are 
enumerated, than coo d eafily be imagined; yet with fuch accu. 
racy, that every reader will find many adventures of his own lite 
repeated under every head. 


Art. 35. Commercial Phrafeclory , in French and Englifh; fele@ed 
from * Le Negocr. mt Univerfel,’’ D Jigne” not only to Simplify, 
and render familiar the Technical Ter as ufod in Commerce, but 
alfo to fu cilitate the Und: rflanding that Wort, fo peculiarly cele 
culated to enable the more advanced Students, i wares £ the 
Counting-houfe, Clerks, and private Lecrners, to write ore uch 
Commercial Letters with Precifion and Accuracy. By Williom 
Keegan, Author of “ Le Negociant Univerfel,’’ and Mcfter of 
Manor-houfe, Kennington Lane. 12m0. 216. pp. . 35. 6d. 
Vernor and Hood. 1805. 


There can be no doubt of the utility of a work of this kind, 
but the queftion is, How is it executed? The principal objectio: » 
and which muft ftrike every perfon who opens the book is, that 
that we have here fome hundreds of examples of French phrafe- 
ology put together without order or connection, and withouc any 
index or table of reference, by which the phrafe in queftion may 
be found. The fcholar muft read the whole, and have the whole 
by heart, in order to profit by the author’s labours. But this is 
not all. It has been often faid, that he who would teach Englith. 
men to underftand French, muft himfelf underftand Englith, but 
we have here fuch | inglith as is neither fpoken nor written in any 
counting-houfe or other houfe in Great Britain. Ex. gr. ‘* You 
have had the goodnefs to remit us an account fimulé of the pur- 
chafe of a fot of alum;’’ ‘* Your commodities egually enjoy 
here a very adv antageous fale ;*’ © A merchant who at all times 
fecks his own w/ility,’’? in French qui cherche toujour fon 
utilité,’’ but the meaning is, ‘ who-ftudies his own intereft.’’ 
*€ We will defer replying to his anfwer, to an occation of fome 
moment, to: fave him the fuperfluous expences of poftage.’’ 
‘© When the damags will be afcertained, we will balance the 
account, &c.’’ ‘© You will be pleafed to remit us our account 
current, to balance it, wher you will fend us your laft re. 
mittance, which, as we by no means doubt, will make us enjoy 
the greateft advantage.”’  “ It is an increafe of lofs, whic) I 

think you might have made me avoid.’’ ‘* Which makes a 
very confderabie icreafe of expences, and which thefe gentlemen 
might have made you avoid.’ ‘ He has only, perhaps, re. 
fufed them, becaufe you Ave at firit obliged him to pay their 
amount, betore he examined their quality.’* ‘* He has been 
introduced to me, as deferving a dfereet “gonfidence, which it 
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would be in your power to verify, were he to afk goods of me.” 
‘© Befides, the trifling advance that you required, was not cal. 
culated to excite, not only the leaft fufp:cion, but alfo lefs to 
injure a reputation eftablifhed by a long correfpondeace.’’ 
‘© Which complete the fum, you have preferibed in their favour; 
refpecting the remainder, the holder having protefted it, we re. 
plied chat having honoured the other bill, we had fulfilled you; 
and confequently jaoeld full on Mr. B.”? This 1s ftrange non. 
fenf, but the French is correct and intelligible ; however, with 
ali our refpe€t for French phrafeolog:, we cannot fuffer good 
Fe glifh to be manyied in this barbarous mauner. 


Ant. 36. A World without Souls, 12m0. 135 pp. 23. 6d. 
‘hard. 180g. 


‘Though the intention of this little book is apparently good, 
wich, we hope, is always a primary title to our commendation, 
yet we cannot approve either the ftyle of it, or, in all refpeéts, 
the tendency. 

The ftyle is what we cannot term otherwife than ambitious, 
An affectation of the epigrammatic ftyle of Voltaire or Sterne ; 
with a perpetual recurrence to one or two ideas, meant at each 
repetition to have the effect of an spigram. We do not think 
the writer generally fuccefstul in th fe attempts, and the praife of 
originality in them will hardly be ‘hought valid; though in the 
laft chapter he -wifhes to convince the reader, that he is ** not 
winged with plumes from any vulgar flock,’’ Pp. 132 :—winged 


flocks ave wndeed not quite creditable for a writer to belong to: 


they may fupply him with pens, but ought not to lend him 
wings. 

Buc the tendency is, in fome points, more faulty than the ftyle. 
Inftead of a world without fouls, it is, in fact, a city; and that 
city, which is called O, evidently means London. Now in this 
city the author does not allow any perfons to have a due fenfe of 
telivion, but thofe who are regarded as enthufiafis or madmen, 
To a congregation of thofe enthufiafts he introduces his hero, 
and puts an admirable difcourfe into the mouth of their preacher : 
fuch a one as he muft well know is feldom or never heard in fuch 
a congregs"ton. Among other fentiments this preacher fays, 
*« We fpeak not to cherith the fancies of the enthufiaft, who talks 
of immediate communion, or dire¢t revelation from God. Of 
fuch intercourfe our religion dreams not,’’ p. 48. Very true; 
but do not thofe fo dream, who in his city of O are accounted 
enthufiafts ? do nor they rant, nay even write about their expe- 
riences, by which they mean actual, inward revelations? This 
then is not fair dealing. Nor is the contrafled reprefentation of 
a iafhionable preacher in chapter 3. ‘True it is, that too many 
fuch there are ; and that they are perfectly fit objects of fatire. 
But the idea conveyed in this pailage and the other, is, that 


all 
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all who are not confidered as enthufiafts in the city of O, are 
like this wretched animal; and that they who ere fo termed, 
are the only teachers worthy of attention. This notion is per. 
haps more than the author meant to convey, but it is conveyed 
by many other parts of the book ; and is, in our opinion, ex- 
tremely pernicious. Let thofe be fatirized who live as if they 
had no fouls, as feverely as you pleafe,—the cafe requires it. 
But do not give toa clafs of men who kave zeal without know. 
ledge, and are thereby doing no lefs mifchief, colours which be- 
long not to them, and credit which they have never yet been 
found to juftify. 

We really took up this book with a wih to praife it, think. 
ing the leading ideas of the fatire a good one. Praife indeed in 
feveral parts it deferves, but we cannot on the whole recom. 
mend it. - 


Art. 37. Effiys on varions Subjefs. By F. Bigland. 2 Vols. 
8vo. 257 and 2569 pp. 12s. Longman. 1805. 


To the merit of Mr. Bigland, as a writer on more than one 
fubject, we have borne teftimony on * former occafions: nor will 
thefe mifcellaneous Effays detraét from his well-earned reputation ; 
fince they contain much good fenfe, exprefled (generally fpeaking) 
in neat and perfpicuous language. 

On fuch a variety of topics as this book contains, it cannot 


be expected that we fhould examine every fentiment which the . 


author has thrown out. His refle€tions, in general, appear to be 
the refult of juft obfervation; though, relating to fubjects which 
have exercifed the ingenuity of many other w~‘ters, they have not 
always the grace and attraction of novelty. 

In the firft Ef ay (which is ** On the Univerfal Purfuit of 
Happinefs’’) are many juft remarks on the infufficiency of great. 
nefs or of wealth to fecure happinefs, although the latter undoubt. 
edly affords the means of procuring many real advantages and 
comforts: and it is alfo truly obferved, that ** the man who is 
fully fatisfied with his home ‘ly cottage, his mean furniture, and 
his fcanty table, decorated with fewer difthes than that of his 
opulent neighbour, is richerthan he, who, poffefling a magnificent 
palace, a fplendid equipage, and a richly garnifhed table, yet has 
the mortification of feeing himfelf furpaffed in all thefe parti- 
eulars.’ 

The chief objet of the fecond Effay is, to correct the fuppofed 
fallacious reprefentations of poets, and even philofophers; who 
write (the author afferts) ** panegyrics on the happinefs of 
‘poverty.’’ This, he thinks, tends to extinguifh benevolence in 





* See Vol, xx11. p. 324. Vol, xx1V¥. py 95+ and Vol. XXVe 
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the minds of thofe who have it in their power to alleviate mifery 
and reward merit.— But furely thefe remarks arife from a mif. 
conception of the writers alluded to. No author of eminence 
with whom we are acquainted, is fo abfurd as to fuppofe that hap. 
pinefs refides where the neceilaries of life are wanting. When 
they {peak of poverty in favourable ierms, it is In a comparative 
fenfe, as contradiftinguifhed from inordinate wealth and great 
{plendour ; and they yeas only that men in an humble ftation may 
be happier, /xa fi bona nérint, than the more affluent, whofe ima. 
ginary wants are as tormenting as real ones. On the other 
hand the pictures which many writers have drawn of the miferies 
of the poor and the fufferings of the oppreffed, though sometimes 
neceflary, and often well intended, too frequently fin our days) 
arife from a malignant defire of excitingsdifcontent, and difturb- 
ing the peace of focicty. We are, however, far from impyting 
fach a defign to the refpectable author before us; whofe writings 
have ever the beft objects in view. 

The Confolations of Religion in temporal Difficulties form the 
fubject of the third Effay, in which we meet with many valuable 
fentiments, as well as in the fourth, which segards national etta- 
blifhments in religion, In the fitth and f{ venth Efiays, the fub- 
ject of which is Liberty of Confcience, we have many jutt, 
though trite, arguments againft intolerance and perfecuuion; but 
furely intolerance and perfe cution are not the faults of the prefent 
age. ‘The author, who appears to be a pious man, is, no doubt, 
fincere in his zeal tor univerfal toleration; but we fhould be cau- 
tious in the ule of thofe weapons, which have now nearly loft 
their original object, and have lately been employed with too 
much fuccefs againit religion itfeif. Mr. B. howevir does ample 
juttice to the mild and tolerating {pirii of the Church of England, 
and (in the fixth Fffay) defends the righis of the Clergy, by 
arguments which their adveriarics would 1p vajn attempt to 
refute. 

In combating fuperftitious prejudices, long fince exploded by 
all well informed men, he is too diifufe, and ufes fome arguments 
which we cannot approve. 

With the author’s fentiments on Education (particularly in 
his comparifon between public and private re , in hfifay V.) 


we do not in gene ral coincide. tic feens to mf appre d the 
mode of teaching in public fchools, w hen he ey ot a mafter be. 
in g able to beltow only a few minutus in the ¢ y upon each 


fcholar. He concludes with recon nending, what is now yery 
frequently practifed, namely, private tuition at firkt, and a public 
{chool tor fnifhing the ftulics ot youth. 

We have, however, upos the whole, received much pleafure 
from the perufal of thefe Eflays. They are thirty-iour in num, 


ber; in which, though there are fome opinions not fo well con. 
fidered or fo accurately expreiled as we could wifh, much valuable 


and 
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and fome entertaining matter will be found, and an additional 
evidence is given of thole talents which we have already praifed, 
and which (as a refpectable litt of fubfcribers evinces) um now 
obtained a liberal patronage. 


Arr. 38. Excurfions in North America, defcribed in Letters from 
a Gentleman and bis young Companion, to their Friends in Eng- 
land. By Prifcilla u ‘akefeld, Author of fuvenile Travellers, 
ce. 8vo. 5s. Darton and Harvey. 1806, 


The publications of this accomplifhed female, would of them. 
felves form a refpectable juvenile library. They all bear evident 
marks of great judgment, extenfive reading, and the pureft fen. 
timent: of morality. ‘The prefent is an elegant and interefting 
conipilation from ‘the works of Jefferfon, Weld, Rochefoucault, 
Michaux, Rartram, Carver, Mackenzie, and Fearn. The chap- 
ter, or rather letter, which gives the narrative of an Indian chief, 
concerning the war between the Americans and fome of the In- 
dian tribes, is original, and exceedingly curious, 

A neatly executed ‘yap is prefixed, and we have no fcruple in 
recommending the publication altogether, as very proper, not 
only for young perfous, but for all who with to fee the belt parts 
of the moft popular writers on the fubject of North America, ju- 
dicioufly extracted and peatly put together. 


ART. 39. Accounts of tewo Attempts towards the Civilization of | 
Some Native Indians. 8vo, 3s. Phillips and Farden. 1806. 


This pamphlet records a fact moft highly honourable to the 
benevolence of the fociety of friends, commonly called Quakers, 

The Indians, whom they feleéted as the objects of the charity, 
were the Oneidas and the Senecas, part of an ancient body ufually 
defignated by the name of the Five Nations, in. the vicinity of 
Canada. Itis truly obferved by them, that the records of man- 
kind afford but few accounts of travels, of which benevolence was 
the fole objeét.- This attempt to ciyilize the Indians is entirely 
of this defcription. ‘Thefe friends have laid the foundation among 
them, for the reception of chriftianity, preaching religion by ex. 
ample. It is heartily to be hoped, that thefe laudable and charit. 
able exertions may be crowned with fuccefs. If the Indians, as 
their civilization becomes progreflive, do not lofe their “eer 
if they can be prevailed upon to overcome their paffion for war, 
and, above all, if they reftrain their inordinate paffion for {pi- 
rituous liquors, they will exhibit, at no diftant period, a picture 
of as perfect happinefs as humanity is capable of enjoying. 
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Art. 40. The Rights of Infants: or, A Letter foom a Mother vo 
a Daughter, relative to the Nurfing of Infants. By Mrs, 
Dawbarn. 8vo. 28 pp. 18s. White, Wiibech. 1805, 


| 
| 
| 


% 


We have noticed, in our prefent number, a tract by this 
author, under the head of Divinity. The prefent article is more 
within the province of Mrs. D; who has ‘© ftudied nurfng asa 


( Science, and had extenfive pra@ice in it.’? ‘The topics, here dif. 
¥. cuffed, are ‘* Wafing, Dreffing, Feeding, Exercife, Air, Sleeping, 
: and the adminiftration of Medicine.’’ Many ufeful leffons are 
delivered on thefe fubjects; and mothers may well expend a 
¢ fhilling in the purchafe of Mrs. D.’s inftructions. ‘ Notwithftand- 


ing (fhe fays) the age tcems with improvements; infants come in 
but for a very finall thare of thofe improvements. I cannot but 
- ak, in an enlightened age like this, how is it that fo very few 
1 si appear to be deeply interefted in the nurfing of children? It is 
d faid, amongft the higher claffes of fociety, great reformation 
o has becn made the “fe laft thirty or forty years, in the nurfing of 
£ inf If ‘af (his reformation has not been very progreffive ; 
Y as has icarce sched the middle clafles ; and amongtt the poorer 
fori o! aaa ‘he generality of childres are nurfed as impro- 
4 perly as ever they were.’’—We apprehend, and perhaps tall 
4 prove, that this remonftrance is well founded. The Regifters 
hi (ke pr with fingalar attention) of a parifh containing about fx 
ti thiujond pertous, are open before the writer of this article; from 
oe) which tc appears, that of afl the perfons buried within five years, 
Pe ending Dec. 31 1804, early half were infants under three 
~" geors oS age: and that of all the infants baptized, nearly one 
6 Js urth were buried. The Small. - pox had very little fhare in the 
3 mortality here ftated.—Is not this a_fa@ worthy of ferious con. 
+. fideration ? 
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Sh, a gale 
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Mr. Arrow{mith has been a confiderable time engaged in 
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Proprietors ot the Weflern lands who have communicated 
all their furveys, molt of which have been recently made. 
The Map will be accompanied by an explanatory Memoir. 

A Treatife on the Ophthalmia by Dr. E /monftone of Edin- 
burgh, willbe pub lithed 3 in the courle of the enfuing Month. 


Mr. Rannie has in the Prefs a Volume of Plays.and Poems, 
whieh wall fhortly appear. 


The Naval, Miliary aad private Pra€titioner’s Amanuen- 
fis Medicus et Chirurgicus by Dr. Cuming, Superintendant 
of the Naval Hoipital, at Antigua, 1s in the Prefs. 


Mr. Brewfler, the Author of the Meditations of a Recife, 
is printing two Volumes of Lecéures on the Acts of the Apof- 
vy 


fe 


tes, vead to his Parithioners at Stockton. 






































THE 


BRITISH CRITIC, 


lor SEPTEMBER, 18006. 








O you! whom Vanity’s light bark conveys, 
On fame’s mad voyage, by the wind of praife : 
With what a fhifting gale your courfe you ply, 
For ever funk too low, or borne too high. 
Popr. 








Art. I. Elements of Intelleftual Philofophy; or, an Analyfis 
of the Powers of the Iluman Underftanding ; tending to afcer- 
tain the Principles of a rational Logic. By R. E. Scott, A. M. 
Profeffor of Moral Philofopby in the Univerfity and King's 
College of Aberdeen. 8vo. 491 pp. 9s. Conttable and 
Co. Edinburgh; Cadell and Davies, London, 1805. 


HE difference which is apparent between the favourite 
fubjefts of ftudy profecuted by nations contiguous to 
each other, and even by the fame nation at different periods, 
1s very remarkable. At the wra of the revival of letters in 
the Weftern parts of Europe, our neighbours, the Scotch, 
cultivated with ardour the ftudy of claffical literature ; and 
their fucce!s, for near a century, was in proportion to that 
ardour. Nothing will be found fuperior to the writings of 
Buchanan, either in Latin verfe or in Latin profe, at the 
period in which he wrote; and we doubt if England has 
any thing compofed at that period which can be confidered 


as equal to them. The cafe is now totally changed. For ~ 


a century paft nothing has been publifhed in Scotland in 
Latio 
SRIT, CRIT. VOL, XXVIII, SEPT. 1806, 


a 


- set 


—- = . 
en 2) geet ~ = t- . _ 
Ma Seen fe Pe ne eS ee Eee eg PE 
eet ‘e™ ~ ye Fall J i 3 ee 4 ie 
+ ee i Mien os rg : P 4 > ~ F 
: oe. a a ee se eee oe . 


aed 
nite - 


———-—- 


Si eee 
sn" ecto. > a, 


ee 


ee - E% 

4 ae 
et se a 

= at — 


a 


ee 


pine 


. 


7 


> > 
~ 


= es 
a 


- “et 


~ 
“a SARs 
a a 


wr 
a 


——-. i 


rage 











evs LITERARY INPELLIGENCE. 


BOOKS LATELY IMPORTED FROM GERMANY. 


Cornelius Nepos. Fifcher, 8yvo. Fine and Common Paper, 

Sophocles. Buthe. 2 Vols. Sve. Ditto ditto. 

Hoogeveen Doéirina Particularum, Ling. Gr. ed. Schutz. 8vo. 
Fine and Common Paper. 

Homeri Flymni et Epigrammata, Hermann. Svo. Fine and 
Common Paper. 

Platgnis Dialogi, Heindorf. Vol. 3. 8vo. 

Harles Suppl. ad Introd. in hift. Ling. Gr. §8vo. Vol. 2. 


Homieri et Homeridarum opera et reliquie : ex recenfione F. A. 
Wolfii. V.I. fol. Lips. 1806. 
‘Novum Teftamentum Gr. cura Griefbach. 2 Vol. Lips. 
1805. ' 


Codex epiftolaris Rudolfi1. 8vo. Lips. 1806, 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


A New Edition of Helling/head’s Chronicle 13 now in. the 
prefs, and is intended as the firll of a Series of the Englith 
Chronicle S. 


Po ope’s Works, with many additional letters, never pub- 
lifhed, and a Lite of Pope, by the Rev. 4/7. LZ. Bowles, wiil 


appear ec ily next winter. 


Mr. Arrow/mith has been a con‘iderable time engaged in 
conftru€ting a new Map of Scotland from original Materials 
obtained from the Parliamentary Commiffioners for making 
Roads in the Highlands of Scotland, and fromthe feveral 
Proprietors ot the Wefltern Hlands who have communicated 
all their furveys, molt of which have been recently made. 
The Map will be accompanied by an explanatory Memoir. 

A Treatife on the Ophthalmia by Dr. Edmonftone of Edin- 
burgh, willbe publithed in the courte of the enfuing Month. 


Mr. Rannie has in the Prefs a Volume of Plays.and Porms, 
whieh wall fhortly appear. 


| The Naval, Miliary aud private Pra€titioner’s Amanuen- 
fis Medicus et Chirurgicus by Dr. Cuming, Superintendant 
of the Naval Hofpital, at Antigua, is in the Prefs. 


Mr. Brewfler, the Author of the Meditations of a Reclufe, 


is printing two Volumes of Lectures on the Acts of the Apof- 
ties, vead to his Parifhioners at Stockton. 





